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2 BllITISH PLUTARCH. 

We have no account of any extraordinary 
indications of genius given by this great poet 
while in his earlier days; and he is one in- 
Rance how little regard is to be paid to the 
figure a boy makes at fchool. IVIr. Dryden 
was turned of thirty before he introduced any 
play upon the ilage ; and his firft, called The 
wild Gallants, met with a very indifferent 
reception ; ib that, if he had not been impel- 
led, by the force of genius and propeoAon, 
lie had never again attempted the ftage.— A 
circunillance which the lovers of dramatic po- 
etry muft ever Ijavc regretted, as they would, 
in this cafe, have been deprived of one of the 
greateft ornaments that ever adorned the pro- 
feffion. 

The year before he left the univerfity, he 
wrote a poem on the death of lord Bailings ; 

A performance,” fay feme of his critics, 

very unworthy of himfelf, and of the afto- 
nilhing genius he afterwards diiLovcred.” 

That Mr. Dryden had, at this lime, no 
fixed principles, either in religion or politics, 
is abundantly evident from his heroic ilanzas 
on Oliver Cromwell, written after his funeral 
in 1658; and immediately upon the reffora- 
tion hepubliihed Aftraca Redux, a poem on the 
happy refloration of Charles the Second ; and 
the fame year, his Panegyric to the king on 
his coronation. In the former of thefe pieces, 
a remarkable diHich ha^ expofed onr poet to 
the ridicule of the wits. 


An 
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An horrid ftillnefs iird invades the ear. 

And In that filence we the tempeR hear. 

Which, it muR be oi^ed, is downriglit 
nonfenfe, and a contradiffion in terms.— 
AmongR others, captain RadcIiR* has ridiculed 
this blunder in the following lines of his News 
from Hell. 

Laureat, who was both learn’d and florid. 

Was damn*d long fince for filence horrid; 

Nor had there been fuch clutter made. 

But that his filence did invade. 

Invade, and ib it might, that’s clear;. 

But what did it invade ? An ear ! 

In 1662, he addrefled a poem to the lord., 
chancellor Hyde, prefented on New Year’s 
Day ; and, the fame year, pubIKhed a fatire 
on the Dutch. His next piece was his Annus 
Mirabilis, or. The Year of Wonders, 1668; 
an hiRoricat poem, which celebrated the duke 
of York’s victory over the Dutch. In the 
fame year, Mr. Dryden fuccceded Sir William 
Davenant as poet-laureat, and was alio made 
liiRoriograpber to his majcRy ; and that year 
pttbliihed his Efiky on Dramatic Poetry, adf 
drefled to Charles earl of Dorfet and Middle- 
fex. 

Mn Dryden tells his patron, that the writing 
this elTay lerved as an amufement to him in the 
country, when he wa# driven fro^ town by 
B 2 the 
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the violence of the plague, which, then raged 
in London; and he diverted himfelf with 
thinking on the theatres, as lovers do byni- 
minatieg on their abfent miirrefies. He there 
jullifies the methof^ of writing plays in vnTc, 
but con feflcs that he had quitted the praaice] 
^becaufe he found it troublefome and flow *. 

In the preface we are informed, that the 
drift of this difcourfe was to vindicate the ho- 
'nour of the Englifli writers from the cenlure of 
•thofe who unjuftly prefer the French to them. 
Langbaine has injurioufly treated Mr* Dryden 
on account of his dramatic performances, and 
charges him as a licentious plagiary. The 
truth is, our author, as a dramatifl, is Icfs 
eminent than in any other fphttc of poetry.; 
but, with all his faults, he is, even in that rc- 
vfped, the moll eminent of his time. 

The critics have remarked, that, as to tra- 
gedy, he fcldom touches the paffions, butdcali 
rather in pompous language, poetical flights, 
and deferiptions ; and too frequently make* 
his charaflers fpeak better than they have oc- 
cafion, or ought to do, when their fphere in 
the drama is confidered. “ And it is peculiar 
to Dryden,” fays Mr, Addifon, to make hit 
perfonages, as wife, witty, elegant, «nd po- 
lite as himfelf ” ^ 

That he could not fo intimately a/Teft the 
paflions, is certain ; for we find no play of 
bis in which we are much difpofed to weep ; 

* Jfe might have added, *twu unnatural. 

amt 
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ind we are fo inchanted with beautiful defcrip-- 
lions, and noble flights of fancy, that we for- 
get the bufinefs of the play, and are only at- 
tentive to the poet, while the chai afters fleep. 
Mr. Gildon' obfervcs, in kis law.s of poetry. 
That, when it was recom amended to Mr. Dry- 
den to tarn his thoughts to a tranllation of 
Euripides, rather than of Homer, heconfcfled 
that he had no reliih for that poet, who was a 
great maflef of tragic fiinplicity. Mr. Gildoti 
forther obi'erves, as a confirmation that Dry- 
den’s tafle for tragedy was^not of the gcnuiiie 
fort, that he conllaiuly exprelTed great con- 
tempt lor. Otway, who is unwerfally allowed- 
to have fuccct'dcd very happily in affefting the 
tender paflions. Yet Mr. Diyden, in bis pre- 
face to the tranflation of M, Da Frefnoy, 
fpeaks more favourably of Otway ; and, after 
mentioning thefe inftances, Gildon aferiber 
this tafle in Dryden to his having read many. 
French romances. 

The truth is, if a poet would aflfeft the 
heart, he mull not exceed nature too much, 
r.or colour too high ; diOrersful circumilances, 
Ihort fpceches, and patheijc obfervations, ne- 
ver fail to move infinitely beyond the highe/l 
rant, or long declamations, in tragedy. The 
fimplicity of the drama was Otway’s peculiar 
excellence. A living poet obfervcs, that, from 
Otway to our own times, 

R 3 ^ 
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From bard to bard, the frigid caution crept, 
And declamation roar’d while pafTion ilept. 

Mr, Dryden fcems to be fenfible that he was 
not born to write comedy ; “ For,’’ fays he, 

I want that gaiety of humour which is re- 
quired in it; my converfation is flow and dull, 
my humour faturninc and refervcd. Jn Ihort, 
I am none of thofc who endeavour to break 
jdh in company, and make repartees ; fo that 
thofe who decry my comedies do me no in- 
jury, except it be in point of profit : reputa- 
tion in them is the lall thing to which 1 (hall 
pretend 

This ingenuous confeffion of inability, one 
would imagine were fufficient to filence the 
clamour of the ciitics againft Mr. Dryden in 
that particular ; but, however true it may be, 
that Dryden did not fuccecci to any degree in 
comedy, I fihall endeavour to fupport my af- 
fertion, that, in tnigedy, v^ith all his faults, 
he is fliil the mod excv-ilent of his time. The 
end of tragedy is to inllrud the mind, as well 
as move the palRoiis ; and, where there are 
no Ihining fentiments, the mind may be af- 
fected, but not impioved ; and, however pre- 
valent the paffion of grief may be over the 
heart of man, it is cerrain that he may feel 


• Defence, or die EiTay ou Dnimaiic 
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dHirefs in the acutefi manner, and not be much 
the wifer for it. 

The tragedies of Otway, Lee, and South- 
ern, are irreliftibly moving ; but yet they 
convey not fuch grand fentiments, and their 
lanpuagc is far from being fo poetical, as 
Dryden’s. Now, if one dramatic poet writes 
to move, and another to inchant and in(l:rudt, 
as inflruclion is of greater confequenco than 
being agitated, it follows naturally, that the 
latter is the moll excellent writer, and poirefles 
the grcateH genius. 

But perhaps our poet would have wrote bet- 
ter in both kinds of the drama, had not the 
ntce/iity of his circumftances obliged him to 
comply with the popular tafte. He himfelf, 
in his dedication to the Spanifli Fryar, infinu- 
ates as much. 

** 1 remember,’* fays he, fome verfes of 
ray own Maximin and Almanzor, which cry 
vengeance upon me for their extravagance* 
All that 1 can fay for thofc paflages, which are, 
1 hope, not many, is, that I knew they were 
bad when I wrote them. But I repent of them 
an’.ongil my hns, and, if any of their fellows 
intrude by chance, into my prefent writings, 
I draw a veil over all thefe Dalilahs of the the- 
atre ; and am refolved, I will fettle'niyfelf no 
reputation upon the applaufe of fools. 
not that I am mortified to all ambition, but I 
fcorn as much to take it from half-witt;ed 
B 4 judges. 
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judge?, as I Qiottld to raife an eftace by cheat*, 
ing of bubbles, 

** Neither do I dlfcommend the lofty llile 
in tragedy, which is naturally pompous and 
snagniEceut ; but nothing is truly fublime 

that is not jull and proper/’ He foys, in 

another place, That his Spar.ilh Fryar was 
given to the people, and that he never wrote- 
any thing in the dramatic way, to pleafe him- 
felf, but his All for Love. 

In 1671, Mr. Drydcn was publicly ridi- 
culed on the ftage, in the dulce of Bucking- 
harr/s comedy, called the Rehearfal, under 
the character of Bays. This charaftcr, we 
arc informed, in the Key to the Rehearfal, 
was originally intended for Sir Robert How* 
ajd, under the name of Bdboa; but the re* 
prefentation being put a Itop to, by the break* 
ing out of the plague, in i66j, it was laid by 
for fcveral years, and not exhibited on the 
flage till 1671 ; in which interval, Mr. Dry- 
den being advanced to the laurel, the noble 
author changed the name of his poet from 
Rilboa to Bays ; and made great alterations in 
his play, in order to riJicule fevcral drama- 
tic performances, that appeared (ince the hrll 
W'riting it. 

Thofe of Mr. Dryderi which fell under his 
grace’s were^ the Wild Gallant, Ty- 
rannic Love, the Conqued of Granada, Mar- 
riage A-ia-Mode, and Love in a Nunnery, 

Whatever 
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Whatever was extravagant, or too warmly cx- 
prefTed, or any way unnatural, the author has 
ridiculed by parody. 

Mr. Dryden pfTefled to derpife the fatire le- 
velled at him in the Rehearfal, as appears from 
hiiS dedication of the tranllaiion of Juvenal and • 
Perfibis ; where, fpeaking of the many lam- 
poons and libels that had been written againft 
him, he fays, 

I anlweied not to the Rehdarfal, becaufe 
I knew the author fat to himfelf when he drew 
the pifture, and was the veiy Bays of his own 
farce • becaule 1 alfo knew my betters were 
more concerned than I was in that fatire;. 
and, lailly, becaufe Mr. Smith and Piirr John- 
fon, the main pillars of it, were two fuch ]an» 
guiihing gentlemen in their converfation, that 
1 could liken them to nothing but their own 
relations, thofe noble chara6\ers of men of 
wit and plcaiure about town.'' 

In 1679, came out an ElTay on Satire, faid 
to be written jointly by Mr. Dryden and the 
earl of Mulgravc. This piece, which was 
handed about in ntanufeript, containing re- 
Bedlions on the duchefs of Forefmouth and the 
carl of Rochefler ; who fufpefting, as Wood 
fays, Mr. Dryden to be the author, hired three 
ruffians to cudgel him in Wills's cofTee-houfe, 
at eight o’clock at night. This Ihort anec- 
dote, I think, cannot be told without indig- 
nation; It proved Rochedcr was a inaticiotis 
B 5 coward^ 
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coward, and, like other cowards, cruel and 
infolent ; his foul was incapable of any thinp; 
that approached towards generofity ; and, 
when his refentment was heated, he purfueu 
revenge, and retained the moll lading hatred 
he had always entertained a prejudice again H 
Dryden from no other motive than cn*^) , 
Dryden's plays met with fuccefs, and thib was 
enough to fire the refentment of Koclidler 
who was naturally envious. 

In order to hurt t c chara<flti. and fhak( 
the intcreft of chi': nohlc poet, he recom- 
mended Crown, an oblcurc man, to write 
Mai'ine lor the court, wfeiwh was Dry Sen ^ 
p’Ovnice, as pcet-lai’rvat, to perform. Ciowi, 
iji il> r fucceo .■»*<• ; t, fcoo jfiei, wher. ho 
play, calico ci t C^iupn';! of jue 

w'ith fuc/« Hpp^iaic iiochclier, 

jealou* of ill', new Litoaittc, not iudy 
joneci i.im. bur commenced, iVom tin - mo> 
nienC, his < nen.v . 

Tilt other pesit'ii agaiolt v hot * iliu l/uue 
w'as levelled, was nor fuperior to virtue to t u 
former ; and, all the nation over, two becu i 
fubjcds for uiiire could noi have been foutu\ 
than lord Roche Her and the dnchclr of l^ rtf 
mouth. As for Rochefte^ ae h«id not geiiiu:. 
enough to enter the lifts with Dryden, fo he 
fell upon another method of revenge, aiu'i 
meanly hired bravoes to alfault him. 

Jn 1680, came cut a tranflation of Ovid’s 
Epiftles in Englifh verfe, by feveral hands ; 
t>YO of which were tranflated by Mr, Dryden^ 

who 
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wlio alfo wrote the preface. In the ^ear foJ- 
Jo^viiig, our author publiihed Abrjalom and 
Achitophel. It was firft priiited without his 
name* arid is a fevere (atire againlt the con- 
trivers and abettors of the oppofition againft 
kin;* Charles IJ. 

I'l the lame year that Abfalom and Achito- 
phil was publiihed, the Medal, a (atire, was 
hie. will given to ihc public. This piece is 
-rijied aindnd fcdilion, and was occafioned by 
Uu In iking of p medal v<n account of the in- 
iliftiiant agal fi the call of Shaftfbury for 
high-treafon, being found 'gnornmus by the 
grand jury, at the Oid-i>ai!cy: for which tl\e 
'whig party made gieat lejoicings by ringing 
of btils', borifiie;, i^c. in all parts of L*on* 
don. Vhv is lu^troduc*, J iv- a ) faii- 

A“icai cpiil!* to v’l ' V‘ wh:vh auJior 

fays, 

“ \ havre one favour to dehre of you at 
parting, that, wnen )ou ihirlv of ..nfwering 
-ui; poem, would employ the fame pens 
it, who have combated with fo much 
./cceis againll Abfalom and Achitophel ; for 
hen you may aiTare yourfelvcs of a clear vic- 
wiihout the Jeaft reply. Kail at me 
abundantly, and not break a cuHom to do ic 
with wit. By this method you* will gain a 
onfiderable point ; which is, wholly to wave 
anfwcr of my arguments. If God has not 
bleflcd you with the talent of rhiming,. make 
^fe of my poor {lock and welcome ; let your 
verfes run upon my feet; and, for the utmed 
E 6 refuge 
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refuge of notorious blockheads, reduced to 
the laft extremity of fenfe, turn my own lines 
againilme; and, in utter defpair of my own 
fatire, make me fatirizc myfelf.'* 

The whole poem is jk fevere inve£live 
again ft the earl of Shaftfbury, who was uncle 
to that carl who wrote the CharaAeriflics, 
Mr. Elkanah Settle wrote an anfwer to this 
poem, entitled the Medal Reverfed. How- 
ever contemptible Settle was as a poet, yet 
fuch was the prevalence of parties at that timCt 
that, for fome years, he was Dryden’s rival on 
the ftage. 

In 1682, came out his Religio Laid, or a 
Layman's Faith. This piece h intended as a 
defence of revealed religion, and the excel- 
lency and authority of the icriptures, as tho 
ilniy rule of faith and manners, againft Deiftf, 
Papifts, ard Preibyterians. He acquaints us, 
in the preface, that it was written for an in- 
genious’ young gentleman, his friend, upon 
his tranftation of Father Simons's Critical Hi- 
lb>ry of the Old Teftament^ and that the (lyle 
of it was epiftolary. 

In ]68i(, he publiibeda tranflation of M. 
Maimbourg’s Hiftory of the League, in which 
,he was employed by the command of king 
Charles 11 . on account of the plain parallel 
between the troubles of France and thofe of 
Greats Britain. Upon the death of Charles II. 
bo wrote his Threnodia Auguftalis, a poem, 
facred to the happy memory of that princc« 
.Soon after the accefiion of James 11 , our au« 
a . hor 
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thor turned Roman Catholic, and, by thit 
extraordinary (tep, drew upon himfelf abun- 
dance of ridicule from wits of the oppofite 
faftion; and, in 1689^ he wrote a Defence 
of the Papers, written by the late king, of 
blefTed memory, found in his Arong box* 

Mr. Dryden, in the above - mentioned 
piece, takes occafion to vindicate the autho* 
rity of the catholic church, in decreeing mat- 
ters of faith, upon this principle, that the 
church is more vifible than the feriptures, be- 
caufe the feriptures are feen by the church, 
and to abufe the reformation in England^ 
which he affirms was erefled on the fom^tion 
of luft, facrilege, and ufurpaiion. Dr. StiU 
lingfleet hereupon anfwered Mr. Dryden, and 
treated him with (bme feverity* 

Another author affirms, That Mr. Dryden 
trafl is very light, in fome ;place 9 ridiculous ; 
and obferves, that his talent lay towards con- 
troverfy no more in profe, than, by the Hind 
and Panther it appeared to do in verfe. This 
poem of the Hind and Pantherds a direft de- 
fence of the Romi(h church, in a dialogue be- 
tween a Hind, which reprefeots the church of 
Rome ; and a Panther, which fupports the 
charafter of the church of England. The 
fir A part of this poem confifts moft in general 
cbaraflera and narration which,” (ays he, 
** 1 have endeavoured toraife, and pve it the 
majeftic turn of heroic poetry. The fecond 
being matter of difpute, and chiefly concern- 
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ing church authority, I was obliged to make as 
plain and perfpicuous as polTibly 1 could, yet 
not wholly neglefting the numbers, though 
I had not frequent occafion for the magnifi- 
cence of verfc. The third, which has more 
of the nature of domeflic converfanon, is, or 
ought to be, more free and familiar than the 
two former. There are in it two epifodcs, or 
fables, which are interwoven with the main 
defign ; fo that they are properly parts of it, 
though they are alfo diilind flories of them* 
fclves. In both of thefe 1 have made ufe of 
the common places of fatire, whether true or 
falfe, which are urged by the members of one 
church againR the other.*’ 

Mr. Dry den fpeaksofhis own converiionin 
the foIlo>wing ternks : 

But, gracious God, how well doft thou pro^ 
vide. 

For erring judgments an unerring guide | 

Thy throne is darknefs, in th* abyfs of light ; 
A blaze of glory that forbids the fight. 

Oh ! teach me to believe thee thus concealed. 
And fearch no further than thyfelf revealed ; 
But her alone for my diredor take 
Whom thou baft pramis-’d never toforfake I ^ 
My though':lers youth was wing’d with vaio 
defires; 

My manhood, long milled by wand’ring 
fires. 

Follow’d 
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Follow’d falfe lights ; and whtn their glimpre 
' was gone. 

My pride (Iruck out new fparkles of her own* 
Such was I, fuch by nature ftill £ am. 

Be thine the glory, and be mine the Ihatne ; 
Good life be now sny talk/ my doubts are 
done 

This poem was attacked by Mr. Charles 
Montague, afterwards earl of Hallifax, and 
Mr, Matthew Prior, who joined in writing 
the Hind and Panther, tranfverfed to the 
Country Moufe, and City Moufe, Lend. 1678, 
4to. In the preface to which, the author ob- 
ferves, That Mr. Dryden’s poem naturally 
falls into ridicule ; and, that, in this burlesque, 
nothing is reprefent^d monilrous and unnatu- 
ral, that is not equally £9 in the original* 
They afterwards remark. That they have this 
comfort under the feverity of Mr. Drydea’s 
^ fatire, to fee his abilities equally leiTened with 
his opinion of them ; and that he could not 
be a fit champion agaihft the Panther till he 
had laid afide his judgment. 

Mr. Dryden is fuppofed to have been en* 
.gaged in tranflating M. Varillas’s Hiftory of 
Hereiies, but to have dropped that defign. 
This we learn, fr^m a palTage in Burnet’s re- 
fledioDS on the ninth book of the firil volume 
of M. Varillas’s Hiftory, being a reply to hia 
anfwer. 


e Original Pbcxns^ 
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I fhall here give the piflure the do6ior ha®* 
drawn of this noble poet ; which is, like a 
great many of the dofior’s other charafters, 
rather exhibited to pie ife himfelf, than accord* 
ing to the true refemblance. I'l&e dodor^ 
fays, 

1 have been informed from England,, 
that a gentleman, who is famous both for po- 
etry and feveral other things, has fpent three 
months in tranflating M. Vaiillas’s Hiftory; 
but, as foon as my refledions appeared, ne 
difcontinued his labours, finding the credit of 
hia author being gone. Now, if he thinks it 
is recovered by his anfwer, he will, perhaps, 
go on with his tranflatidb ; but this may be,, 
for ought I know, as good an entertainment 
for him, as Ithe converiatinn he has fct on foot 
between tne Hinds and Panthers, and all the 
reft of the animals, for whom M. Vardlas 
ntay ferve well enough as an author ; and this 
hiftory, and that poem, are fuch cxtraordi-^ 
nary things of their kind, that it will be but 
fuitable to fee the author of the worft poem 
become the tranflator of the worft hiftory that 
the age has produced. If his grace and his 
wit improve fo proportionably, we (hall hardly 
find, that he has gained much by the change 
he has made, from having no religion, to 
chafe one of the worft. It is true he had 
(bmewhat to fink from in matter of wit ; but, 
as for his morals, it is fcarce poiTible *for him 
to grow a worfe man than he was. He has 

' ' lately 
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lately wreaked his malice on me for fpoiling 
his three months labour; but in it he has done, 
me all the honour a man can receive from 
him ; which is, to be railed at by him. If I 
had ill. nature enough to prompt me to with 
a very bad wifli for him, it fhould be, that he 
would go and &ni(h his tranflation. By chat 
it will appear whether the Englilh nation, 
which is the moil competent judge of this 
Blatter, has, upon feeing this deroce, pro- 
nounced in M. Varillas^s favour or me. It ia 
true, Mr. Dryden will fufier a little by it ; 
but, at lead, it will ferve to keep him in from 
other extravagancies ; and, if he gains little 
honour by this work, yet he cannot lofe fo 
much by it as he has done by his lail employ^ 
ipent.*’ 

When the revolution was compleated. Mr« 
Dryden having turned papid, became difqua* 
lified for holding his place, and was accord* 
mgly dirpofTeiTed of it ; and it was conferred 
on a man to whom he bad a confirmed aver* 
fion. In confequence whereof he wrote a fa- 
tire againd him, called Mac Flecknoe ; which 
is one of the fevered and bed written (atircs in 
our language. 

Mr. Richard Flecknoe, the new laureat, 
with whofe name it is infcribed, was a very 
indifferent poet of thofe times ; or, rather, aa 
Mr. Dryden expredes it. 

In profe and verfe was own’d, without dl& 
pute. 

Thro* all the realms of nonfenfe, abfolute. 
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This poem furniOied the hint to Mr. Pope 
to write his Dunciad ; and it muft be owned 
the latter has been n^ore happy in the execu- 
tion of his delign, as having more leifure for 
the performance; but> in Dryden's MacFIeck- 
Doe there are fome lines fo extremely pungent, 
that 1 am not quite certain if Pope has any 
where exceeded them. 

In the year wherein he was deprived of the 
laurel, he publiflied the life of St. Francis 
Xavier, tranflated from the French of father 
Dominic Bouchorus. In 1693, came out a 
tranllation of Juvenal and Perfius ; in whiclv 
the firft, third, fixth, tenth, and fixtecnth^ 
fatires of Juvenal, and Ferfius entire, were 
done by Mr. Dryden, who prefixed a long 
and ingenious difeourfe, by way of dedication, 
to the earl of Dorfet. In this addrefs, our 
author takes occnfion a while to drop his re- 
flexions on Juvenal, and to lay before hi^ 
lordfhip a plan for an epic poem. He ob- 
ferves that his genius never much inclined 
him to the Huge ; and that he wrote for it ra- 
ther from neceflity than inclination. He 
complains, that his circumflances are fuch as 
not to fufler him to purfue the bent of his own 
genius, and then lays down the plan on which 
an epic poem might be written : ** to wnich,** 
fiiys he, “ 1 am more inclined.*’ 

Wliether the plan propofed is faulty or no, 
we are nut, atprefent, to confidcr; one thing 
is certain, a man of Mr. Dry den’s genius 

would 
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woald have covered, by the rapidity of the 
adlion, the arc of the defign and the beauty of 
the poetry, whatever might have been de- 
fedlive in the plan; and produced a work 
which would have been the boafl of the na- 
tion. 

We cannot help regretting on this occa- 
ilon, that Dryden’s fortune was not eafy 
enough to enable him, with convenience and 
leifure, to purfue a work that might have 
proved an honour to him&lf, and reflefted a 
portion thereof on all who Ihould have appeared 
his encouragers on this occafion. 

In 1695;, Mr. Dryden publifhed a tranfla- 
tion in profe of Du Frefnoy's Art of Painting* 
with a preface containing a patallel between 
painting and poetry, Mr. Pope has addreffed 
a copy of verfes to Mr. jervas in praife of 
Dryden^s tranflation. 

^ In 1697, his tranllation of Vi^iPs works 
came out. This tranflation has palled through 
many editions ; and, of all the attempts 
which have been made to render Virgil into 
Englilh, the critics, 1 think, have allowed 
fhac Dryden bed fucceeded * ; notwithdand- 
ing, as he himfelf fays, when he began it, be 
was pad the grand clirnafleric 1 — So little in- 
fluence, it feeins, age had over him, that he 
retained his judgment and Are in full force to 

* This was written before Mr. Dodilev's edition of 
Virgil in £ngiifh appeared, 

th^ 
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the lafl. Mr. Pope, in his preface to Homeri, 
fays, If Dryden had lived to finifh what he be- 
gan of Homer, he (Mr. Pope) would not 
have attempted it after him, ‘‘ No more,” 
feys he, “ than I would his Virgil ; his ver- 
fion of w;hom, notwithilanding Tome human 
errors, is the moil noble and spirited tranfla* 
tion I know in any language.” 

Dr. Trap charges Mr. Dryden with grofly 
inifliaking his author’s fenfe in many places; 
Mth adding or retrenching, as his turn is belt 
ferved with either ; and with being leaft a 
tranflator where he (bines moil as a poet; 
whereas H is a juft rule, laid down by lord 
Rofcomdion, that a tranflator, in regard to. 
his author, (kould 

Fall as he falls, and as he rifes rife*. 

Mr. Dryden, he tclh us, freqvcntljr a£U 
the very reverfe of this precept, of which he 
produces Tome inflances ; and. remarks, in 
genera], that the firfl fix ^oks of the ^neis, 
which are the bcH and mod perfefl in the ori- 
ginal, are the leaft lb in the crahflation. Dr, 
Trap’s remarks may poflibly be true ; but, in 
this, he is an inflance, how eafy it is to difeo- 
ver faults in other men’s works, and how dif- 
ficult to avoid them in our own . 

Dr. Trap’s tranflation is clofe, and con- 
veys the author’s meaning literally ; fo, con- 
fe^uently, may be deter for a fchool-boy ; 

but 
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< but men of riper jad^menu and faperior tafte* 
will hardly approve it : if Drydcn’s is .the moft 
fpirited of any tianflation/Frap’s is thedulleft 
that ever was^fittcn ; which proves, ihdt none 
but a good poet is lit to tranflkte the works of 
m good poet. 

Befides the original pieces and tranflationt 
Jiitherto mentioned, Mr. Drydea wrote many 
* others, publiihed in fix volumes of Mifcella* 
;nies, andin other eolle£liof». TheyconflUof 
tranflations from the Greek and Latin poets-; 
epillics to feveral per&ms ; prologues and epi- 
logues to feveral plays ; elegies, epitaphs, and 
fongs. His lad work was his Fables, An* 
cienc and Modern, tranilated into verfe from 
Homer, Ovid, Boccacc, and Chaucer, To 
this work, which is, perhaps, one of his 
tnofl imperfedl, is prefixed, by way of pre- 
face, a critical account of the authors from 
whom the fables are tranilated. 

Among the original pieces, the Ode to St. 
Cecilia’s day is juilly efieemed one of the moft 
elevated in any language. It is impoffible for 
n poet CO read this without being filled with 
that fort of enthufiafm which is peculiar to the 
infpired tribe, and which Dryden largely felt 
when he compofed it. The turn of the verle 
is noble ; the tranfitions furprifing ; the 
gnvige and fentimenta jud, natural, andheight* 
ened. We cannot be too lavi/h in praile of 
this ode ; had Dryden never wrote any thing 
tiefides, his name had been immortal, Mr; 
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Pope has the following bcaotifu* lines in its 
praife*. 

Hear how Timotheus* varied lays furprize. 
And bid alternate paifions fall and rile ! 
While, at each change, the fon of Lybian 
Jove 

Now burns with glory, and then melts with 
love : 

Now his fierce eyes with fparkling fury glow; 
Now fighs fieal out, and tears begin to now ; 
Perfians and Greeks like turns of nature found, 
And the world’s vi£tor flood fubdued by found: 
The power of mufic ail our hearts allow ; 

And what Timotheus was, is Dryden now. 

As to our author’s performances in profe, 
bt’liues his dedications and prefaces, and con- 
Croverfial whiings, they confifl of the Lives of 
Plutarch and Lucian, prefixed to the tranfla- 
tion of thofe authors, by feveral hands ; the 
Life of Polybius, before the tranfiation of that 
hifiorian by Sir Henry Sheers ; and the preface 
to the Dialogue concerning Women, by Wil*- 
liam Walfh, efquire. 

Before we give an account of the dramatic 
works of Dryden, it will be proper here to in« 
fert a dory concerning him, from the life of 
Congreve, by Charles Wilfon, efquire, which 
gentleman received from the lady whom 


* E/TayonCriticliin. 


Mr. Dry* 
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Mr. Dryden cclcbn«es by th« name of Co- 
rinna ; of whom it appeara he was very fond, 
and who had the reladoii from lady Chad- 
leigh. 

Drydcn, with all his underftanding^ was 
weak enough to be fond of judicial ^aflrology, 
and ufed to calculate the nativity of his chil- 
dren. When his lady was in labour with his 
fon Charles, he being told it was decent to 
withdraw, laid his watch on the table, begging 
one of the ladies then prefent, in a moft folemti 
manner, to take exad notice of the very mi- 
nute the child was born ; which fhe did, and 
acquainted him with it. 

About a week after, when his lady was 
pretty well recovered, Mr, Dryden took oc- 
cafion to tell her, that he had been calculating 
the child^s nativity ; and obferveJ, with grief, 
that he was born in an evil hout\ for Jupiter, 
Venus, and the Sun, were ail ur,^!er the earth, 
and the lord of his afcendanc adli^ed with a 
hatefiil fquare of Mars and Sati:rn. If he 
lives to arrive at his eighth year,” fays he, 
<< he will go near to die a violent death on his 
very birth day ; but, if he fhould efcape, as I 
fee but fmall hopes, he will, in the twenty* 
third year, be under the fame evil diredion ; 
and, if he (hould efcape that alfo, the thirty- 
third or thirty-fourth year, is, I frar,”— Here 
he was interrupted by the immoderate grief of 
his lady, who could no longer hear calamity 
prophecied to befal her fon, 

TW 
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The tmte at lad cam€» and Augud was^< 
inaufpidous month in which young Dryden 
was to €Bier into the eighth year or his age. 
The court being in progrefs, and Mr. Dry- 
pden at leifure, he was invited to the country- 
feat of the earl of Berkihire, his brother-in« 
law, to keep the lone vocation with him in 
•Charlton, in Wilts ; nis lady was invited tO 
her uncle Mord aunt’s, to pafs the remainder 
>of the fummer. When they came to divide the 
xhildren, lady Elizabeth would have him take 
.John, and fuffer her to take Charles; but Mr. 
Dryden was too abfQlute, and they parted in 
anger: he took Charles with him» and ihe 
•was obliged to be content with John. 

When the fatal- day came, the anxietv of 
the lady’s fpirits occahoaed fuch an efFerveienoe 
of blood, as threw her into fo violent a fever 
that her life was defpairedof, till a letter came 
from Mr. Dryden, reproving her for her wo- 
manifli credulity, and affunng her that her 
child was well ; which recovered her fpirits, 
and, in fix weeks after, fhe received an ec- 
dairdflement of the whole affair 

Mr. Dryden, either through fear of being 
feckoned luperftitious, or thinking it a fcience 
.beneath his ftudy, was extremely cautious of 
jetting any one know that he was a dealer in 
aftrology ; therefore could not excufe his 
on his Ton’s anniverfary, from a 
hunting -match lord Berkfhire had 
made, to which all the adjacent gentlemen 
invited. When he went out, he took 

care 
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care to fet'ttie boy a double exeicife in the La- 
tin tongue, which he taught his children him- 
felf with a ftrid charge not to Hir out of iho 
loom till his return ; well knowing the talk he 
had fct him would take him up longer time. 

Charles was performing his duty, in obedi- 
ence to his father ; but^ as iil fate would have 
it, the Hag made towards the houfe, and the 
noife alarming the fervants, they hailed out 
to fee the fport. One of th^m took young 
Dryden by the hand, and led him out to fee it 
allo ; when, juft as they came to the gate, the 
ilag being at bay with the dogs, made a bold 
pufli and leaped ov^er the couit wall, which 
was very low and very old ; and the dogs fol- 
lowing, threw down a part of the wall, ten 
yards in length, under which Charles Dryden 
lay buried. He was imoicdtaicly dug out, 
and, after fix weeks languilhing in a danger- 
ous way, he lecove ed, — So far Dryden^s pre- 
di6lion was fulfilled. 

In the twenty third year of his age, Charles 
fell fiom the top of an old tower belonging to 
the V'atican at Rome, occafioned by a fwim- 
ing in his head, with which he was feized, the 
heat of the day being exceftive. He again re-, 
covered, but was ever after in a languilhing, 
iickly Hate. 

In the thirty • third year of his age, be- 
ing returned to England, he was unhappily 
drowned at Windlor, He had, with another 
gentleman, (warn twice over the Thames; but 
returning a thiid time, it wasfuppofed he w'as 

VoL. VllL C taken 
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taken with the cramp, becaufe he called ont 
for help, though too late. — 'Lbus the father’s 
calculation proved but too prophetical. 

Mr. Dryden died on the firllof May, 1701, 
and was interred in Wclhniiiftcr sbby. On 
the nineteenth of April he had been very bad 
with the gout and erifipclas in one Kg ; bi^t 
he was then fomewhat recovered, atiJ defigned 
to go abroad. On the i iiday following he 
eat a partridge for his fupper ; and going to 
take a turn in the little garden behind his 
houfe in Gerard- Ureet, he v/as feized with a 
violent pain under the ball ol the great toe of 
his light foot; that, unable to Hand, he cried 
out for help, and was carried in by his fer- 
vants ; when, upon lending for furgeon', they 
found a fmall black fpot in the place aftedlcd. 
He fubmitted to their picfcnt applications ; 
and, when gone, c.lkd his fon Chasles to 
him, uiing thefe wends ; “ I know this bl.ick 
fpot is a mortification ; I know alfo, tliat it 
will feize my head, and that they will attem; t 
to cut off my leg : but 1 command you, my 
fon, by your filial duty, that you do not fuifer 
xne to be difmembered.” As he foretold, the 
event proved ; and his fon was too dutiful to 
difobey his fathoi’s commands. 

On the Wednefday morning following, he 
breathed his laft, under the moll e;:crutiating 
pains, in the fixty ninth year of his age ; and 
left behind him the lady Elizabeth, his wife, 
and three Tons. I^ady Elizabeth furvived him 
.eight years, four of which ihe was a lunatic, 

being 
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being deprived of her fenfes by a nervoiiy fever 
in 1704. 

John, another of his fons, died of a fever 
at Rome; and Charles, as has been obferved, 
was drowned in the 'rhames. 'rhere is no ac- 
count when, or at what place, Harry, his 
third foil, died. 

Charles Dryden, who was fomc time uflier 
to pope Clement JI. was a young gentleman 
of a very promifing geniiu; and, in the at- 
fair of his father’s funeral, which I am about 
to relate, fliewed himfelf a man of fpirit and 
refolution 

The day after Mr. Dr)*den’s death, the dean 
of Wellminller fent word to Mr. Drycien’s 
widow, that he would make a prefent of the 
ground, and all othei abbey fees for the fune- 
ral. I'lic lord llaliux likewife fent to tiie 
lady fdizabech, and to Mr, CliarL'; Dryden, 
oficriiig to djfray the oxpcnces of the 
funeral, and afterwasds 1.0 bellow hvc hundred 
pounds on a monmnont in the abbey : whkh 
generous offer was accepted. 

AccordingJy, 011 iiunday following, the 
company being afRanbled, the corpfe was puc 
into a vclvit hearfe, attended by eighteen- 
mourning coaches. When they were jullf 
leady to move, lord Jclferys, fon of loid- 
chancellor JefFerys, a nanlc dedicated to in^ 
famy, with fome of his rakifh companions 

# Life of Congreve, • f 

C 2 aiding 
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Tiding by, aficed whafe funeral it was; ancl» 
being told it was Mr, Dryden’s, he protcfted 
he (hould not be buried in that private man- 
ner ; tliat he would himlelf, with the lady 
KUzabetn’s Itave, have the honour of the in- 
terment, and would bellow a choufand pounds 
oa a monument i.i the abbey for him. 

This put a Hop to the procciTion ; and the 
lord jefiervs, vviih feveial of the gene! men, 
who had alighted from their coaches, went up 
Hairs to the lady, who wa*' hek in bed. ' His 
lordfliip repeated the purport of what he had 
faid below; but the lady Elizabeth letufing 
her confent, he fell on his knees, vowing ne- 
ver to rife till his requeit was granted. The 
ladvt under a fudden lurpnzc, fainted away ; 
and lord Jefferys, pretending to have obtained 
her confent, ordered the body to be carried to 
Mr, Ruflel’s, an undertaker in Cheapfide, and 
10 be left there till further orders. In the 
jnean time, the abbey was lighted up, the 
ground opened, the choir attending, and bi- 
fliop waiting fomc hours to no purpofc for the 
corpfe. 

i'hc next day, Mr. Charles DryJen waited 
on my lord Halifax and the biihop, and en- 
deavoured to excufc hib mother by relating the 
iriuh. 

Three days after, the undertaker having re- 
ceived no orders, waited on the lord Jefferys, 
who pretended it was a drunken frolic, that 
he remembered nothing of the matter, and he 
• might 
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might do what he plcafed with tin* l)o<iv. 
Upon this, the uu-ieruker wailed cn tiiC lady 
Eiizabethi wlio delireti 1 day\s rci'pr.t', whlca 
was granted. Mr. Chailes Drycion immedi- 
ately wrote to the lord Jefl'erys, who leturi'cd 
for anfwer, that he kncvV nothing of the mat- 
ter, and wouh] be troubled no more about 
it. Mr. Dryden hereupon applud .igain to 
the lord Halifax, and tiie bifhop of Roc^eAer, 
who abfolutcly refufed to do any thing in the 
affair. 

In this diflrefs, Dr. Garth, who had been 
Mr. Dryden’s intimate iritiid, f rit for the 
corpie to the college of phylicians, and pro- 
poied a fubfeription ; which fucceeding, about 
thiee weeks aftci Mr. Di) den’s deccafe, Drl 
Garth pronounced a fi >e Latin oration over the 
body, which was conveyed Ironi the college, 
atten icd by a numerous iiciin of coaches to 
WellminAcr-abbc) , but in very gicat ddbr^ 
der. At bill the corpie ai rived at the abbev, 
winch was ail unliohicd Nooigan played, no 
ai.l^cai iiing ; only two of the boys pri ceded 
the corpfe, wiio fung an oJe of Hoiace, with 
each n fniall candle in liis h.itid. 

Whe'. the funfial was over, Mr. Charles 
Dryden fciU a challenge tci lord Jefferys, who 
refuring to anfvvcT u, he fent fevera! other.', 
and went often himfelf; but could neither 
get a letter delivered, noi admittance to fjic.'u; 
to hiin ; which lb incenfc.J him, that, firding 
hL lorddiip refufed to anfwer him like a gen- 
• C 3 tleman. 
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tlt’iTiiin, he tcfolved to v\atch an opportunity^ 
art! brave him to though with all the 

of honour; which his lord hip hearing, 
ijiiitiL’d the town, and Mi. Chailts never had 
i\j\ opportunity to meet liini, though lie fouglit 
it to hi;, death with the utnioll apj-licatirn, 

Mr. Dr ) den had no monument c-efted to 
him for federal years; to which Mr. Pope al* 
ju Jcj. in his epitaph intended for Mr. Rowe, ia 
this line. 

Beneath a rude and namelcfs ftonc he lies. 

In a note upon which we arc informed, that 
the tomb of Mr. Dryden was crci^lcd upon this 
hint,, by Shcffnld, duke of Buckingliam ; to 
which v\ai originally intended thi.s epitaph, 

This Sl.efiiehi raifed.-.— I’lie facred duA be- 
low 

Was Di) den’s once.—— The reft who docs 
not know. 

V/ii:ch was fmee changed into ti»e plain in- 
krlpiion now upcp. it: viz. 

J. D R y D E N. 

N,stus Aug. 9, 1631. 

Moitns Mail j, 1701. 

Johannes Siic:rieid, duxPiuckinghatnienfis feciu 

ThQ 
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The ch:ira£lcr of Mr. DryJen Wou 
drawn by v-.rifins iumis ; fjrnc liavc cione ir, 
if) a fivo',':. cihcr> in an o^ ncijie m. in- 
ner. • 'M e of S.;ri'i;n, in ’.lit iiiit-M'. of 

his ow.j lime , fayi, iIku trie iMr;-'' •'■a:) 
beyond all ; “ Drydcn, the joeat 

ir.after of drrr>:‘'nc poMry, bcirr; a monllcr of 
iriTTiodclly and impirille of all lor‘p/’ } T.iC 
late lord LanlJown too!; upon himi'-If to \ in- 
dicate Mr. Dr> del/'*, ciiaraclt i Aoin tin: rjitrc 
irr.put?rion 5 whicii w :£ a^ain anlWi iCu. ai vl 
apologies made for it, by Mr. liurnit, t!ic 
biihop’s fan. But, not to dwell on thefc coii- 
trovciTics about his charaflor, let Ui» hear what 
Mr. Cor.ji^rcvc fays, in the dedication of Dry- 
den’s work? to liic duke of :\cwcaflle. Cor- 
p:,; eve knew him iruimaitly ; and, as he could 
have no moti'-c to dcctive the world in that 
particular; and being a man of untainted mo- 
ral i, none can fafpeif his raiihorit;, ; and, by 
his account, \vr fhall icc, that Drydcn was, 
indeed, as amiable in private liic, as a rr.an ; 
as nr was illullrious, in ibc eye ol ti^c public^ 
as a poet. 

“ Mr. Dryden,” fays Cong 1 eve, “ had 
peiTonal qualities to challenge love and eUccm 


J In Millar' s edition the bifliop's wovkn, we iiave 
the inllowinfr note iipo'i this p 'frige. This,” fr-ys ihc 
“ muft be u.id-jrflood of hifi perform inces for tiie 
ft.i ' ; for. to ) is perroiwl th.iiaflcr, ll.iji was no- 
thin, .vjI'K \lLiois in it; bit his pbj s ..!f, Kmc 

of tl.i;rn, ih^ fulLlt of oblreiiitj of any now c.:i.anl ” 

C, 4 from 
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frriiD all who were truly acquainted with him. 
flo was ot* a nature exceeding humane and 
compaiTionnte, ealily forgiving injmies, and 
capable of a prompt and ftncerc rcLOnciliatioQ 
with ihofc whn had ofiended him. His friend- 
fhip, where he profefied it, went much be- 
yond his profcilions. As his reading had beea 
ve;y cxtenfive, fo was he very happy in a me- 
mory tenacious of every thing he had read. 
He was not more pofTeffed of knowledge than 
he was ccmmunicative of it ; but then his 
communication of it was by no means pe« 
dantic, or impofed upon the converfation. but 
jud fuch, and went fo far, as, by the natural 
turns of the di courfe in which he was engaged 
it was nece/Iai ly prompted or required. He 
y^'as extremely ready and gentle in the correc- 
tion of the errors of a. y writer who thought 
fit to confult him, and full as ready and pa- 
tient to adiT.il of the reprehen lions of others in 
refped of his own overfight or millakes. He 
was of a very eafy, I may fay of a very pleaf- 
ing, accefs ; but fomething flow, and, as it 
^were diflident, in his advances to others. 
He- bad fomething in his nature that abhoried 
intrufion in any iociciy whatfoever ; and, in- 
deed, it is to be regretted that he was rather 
blameable on the other extreme. He was, of' 
all men I ever knew, the moft modefl, and 
the mofl eafy to be diicountenanced in his ap- 
proaches, either to his fuperiors or to his 
equals. 


Ab 
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•• As to his writings, I may ventttre to fay, 
in general terim, that no man hath written, 
in our language, ib much, and fo various mat- 
ter : and, in fo various manners, fo welt. 
Another thing, I may fay, was very peculiar 
to him ; which is, that his parts did not de- 
cline with his years ; but that he was an im- 
proving writer to the lall, even to near feveuty 
years of age ; improving even in fire and ima- 
gination as well as in judgment ; witnefs his 
Ode on St. Cecilia’s Day ; and his Fables ; 
his latell performances. He was equally ex- 
cellent in verfe and profe ; his profe had all 
the clearnefb imaginable, without deviating to 
the language or didiion of poetry; and I have 
heard him irequently own with pleafure, that, 
it he had any talent for writing profe, it was 
owing to his frequently having read the writ- 
ings of the great archbilhop Tillotfon, Irt 
hio poems, his diflion is, wherever hi< fubjedl 
requires it, fo fublime, and fo truly poetical, 
that its eiferice, like that of pure gold, cannot 
be deftroyed. Take his verfes, and divelt 
them of their rhimes, disjoint them of their 
nuiiibeis, tranfpofe their expreillons, make 
what arrangement or difpofition you pleafe in 
his words ; yet (hall there eternally be poetry, 
and fontething which will be found incapable, 
of being reduced to abfolute profe. What he 
has done in any one fpecies, or di(lin£t kind 
of writing, would have been fufficient to have 
acquired nim a very great name. If he had 
written nothing but his prefaces^ or nothing 
C 5 but 
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but bis fongs, or his prologues, each of thei» 
would have Entitled him to the preference and 
diltindlipn of excelling in its kind.” 

Bcfides Mr. Dryden’s numerous other per- 
formances, \vc find him the author of twenty- 
feven dramatic pieces, of which the following 
is an account. 

1. The Wild Gallant, a comedy, a£led at- 
the theatre royal, and printed in 4to, Lond. 
1699. 

2. The Indian Emperor ; or the Cor.queft 
of Mexico by the Spaniards; aded with great, 
applaufe, and written in verfe. 

3. An Evening’s Love, or tl)C Mock-Aftro^ 
loger ; a comedy, aded at the theatre-royal, 
and printed in 4to. 1671.— It is, for the 
Hioll part, taken from Corneille’s Feint Afiro- 
loguc, Volicre’s Depit Amoreux, and Trecieux 
Ridicules, 

4. Marriage A-la-roode, a comedy, aded. 
at the theatre-royal, and printed in 410, 1673, 
dedicated to the carl of Rochelle r. 

5. Amboyr.a, a tragedy, aded at the thea- 
tre royal, and printed in 4to. 1673. It is 
dedicated to the lord Clifford, of Chudlcigh. 
The plot of this play is chiefly founded in hi- 
flory, giving an account of the cruelty of the 
Dutch towards our countrymen at Amboyna, 
A D. 1618. 

6. TheMiftakenHufhand, a comedy, aded 
at the theatre-royal, and printed in 410. 1675, 

Mr.; 
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Mr. Langbaine tells as» Mr. Dryden was not 
the author of this p^^yt though it was adopted 
by him as an orphan, which might well de- 
ferve thcicharity of a feene he bellowed on 
it. It is in the nature of lovv comedy, or 
farce, and written on the model of, Plautus’s 
Menccchmi. 

7. Aurenge-zebe, or the Great Mogul, a 
tragedy, dedicated to the earl of Mulgravc, 
and adled in 1676. The (lory is related at 
large in Taverner’s Voyages to the Indies, vol. 
i, part 2, This play is written in heioiC' 
veife. 

8. The Tempell, or the Inchanted Ifland ; . 
a. comedy, aded at the duke of York’s thea- 
tre, and printed in 410. 1676. This is only 
an r'tcration of Shakefpear’s 7 *cmpf H, by Sit 
Wiliii\ni Davenant and Dryden, "i’he new 
Cha'-adcfi in it were chitlly the invention and 
Writing of Sir William, as acknowledged by 
Mr. Dryden in his prctace. 

9. Feig»>cd Innocence, or Sir Martin Mar- 
all, a comedy, adlcd at the duke of York > 
theatre, and printed in 4to. ,1678.. The foun- 
da ion of this is originally French, thegreaitll ■ 
part of the plot, and fomc of the language^ 
being taken irom Molicre’s Eteufdi.^ 

10. The Aflignation, or Love in a Nun- 
nery, a comedy, aded at the theatre- royal, . 
and printed in* 410. 16785 addrelTcd to Sir 
Charles Scdlcy. This play, Mr. Langbaine 
tells us, was damned cn the ftage ; or, as the 
author expreffes it in the cpilllc dedicatory, 

C 0 fug- 
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fucceeded ill in the reprcfen ration ; but, v^he- 
ther the fault was in the play itielf, or in the 
lamenefs of the aftion, or in the numbers of 
its enemies, who came refolved to damn fc- 
the title, he will not pretend any more than 
the author to determine. 

11. The State of Innocence, or the hali 
Man, an opera, written in heroic ve,;':, an.i 
printed in 410. 167S. It is dedicated to hr-, 
royal hijilir.cA the duchefs of York, on whon 
the authoi pafl'es the following extravagant 

“ Yoer p' rf n is fo admirable, that It enu 
fcarce receive any edition when it fh:t(i be glo- 
rified ; and your ^c.u* vhith (liires through 
it, finds it ofa <0 lenr hcrown, th.J 

file w'ill bepleafedto pals an age within it, and 
to be confined to furh a palace.” 

To this piece is prefixed an apol.?oy for he- 
Trie poetry and poetic hrence. 'l li*, rahjedl u 
taken ffoin Mi lion’s Paradlfc Lois of which, 
it mull be acknowledged, it is a poor imita** 
tion. 

12, The Conqueft of Granada by the Spa- 
niard.s, in two parts, t vo trngi.coniedie.s, ad’led 

at the theatre-royal, and piiiited in 167S 

7 'hefe two plays are dedicated to the duke of 
York, and were received on the ftage with 
great applaufe The ftory is to be found in 
Mariana’s Hiftory of Spain, B. xxv. chap. 
18. 

Thefe plays arc w^riiten in rhime. To the 
firll is prefixed an Effay on Heroic Plays, and 

to 
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to the fecond an EfTay on the Dramatic Poetry 
of the Lall Age. 

13. All for Love, or the World Well Loft, 
a tragedy, afled at the theatre-royal, and 
printed in 410. 167S. It is dedicated to the 
the L.itl of Danby. 

’i iiii. is the only play of Mr. Dryden’s 
whici), lie fays, ever pleafed himfelf; and he 
t^dls us, that he prefers the fccne between An- 
thony and V\'niidiu5, in the hilt ad, to any 
thing he had written of this kind. It is full 
of fii»e fentijnents, and the rnoft poetical and 
beaut! '*ul defcj ptions of any of hia plays : the 
defeription Cleopatia in her barge exceeds 
any thing m Shakelpear’s and 

hi iis'x St 

14. 'ryjaniiic Love, or the Royal Martyr, 
a traged)i at ihc theaire*royal in 1679. * 
It is writ ten in rhime, and dedicated to the 
duke of Monmouth, 

1^. Troiltis and Crefllda, or 7 Vuth found 
too late, a trageay, a^ted at the duke’s thea- 
tie, and printed in 4to. 1679. It is dedi- 
cated to the car] of Sunderland, and has a 
preface prefixed concerning grounds of criti-- 

cifm in tragedy. This play was originally 

Shakefpear’s, and revifed and altered by Dry- 
den, who added feverai new feenes. The plot 
is taken from Chaucer’s IToilus and Creflida, 
which that poet iranflatcd from the original 
ftory, written in Latin verfe by Lollius,-a Lom- 


i6. Secret 
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16. Secret Love, or the Maiden QuceOr a 
tragi 'Comedy, ,a(^led at the tbeatre-roval, and 
printed in . 410. in 1697 The ferious part of 
the plot is founded on the hiftory of Cleobu- 
Upe, queen of Corinth. 

17. The Rival Ladies, a tragi-comedy, . 
a£led at the theatre-royal in 1679. It is de- 
dicated to the carl of Orrery. The dcdi ation 
is in the nature of a preface, in defence of En- 
gUfh verfe or rhime. 

1 8. The Kind Keeper, or Mr. Limberham, 
a comedy, a£led at the duke’s theatre, printed, 
in 4to- in 1680. It is dedicated to John lord 
Vaughan.— Mr. Langbaine fays, ‘‘Itfomuch 
cxpolcd the keepers about town, that all the 
old letchers were up in arms againft it, and 
damned it the third nights 

* 19. The Spanilh Fryar, or the Doable Dif* 
covery, a tragi-comedy, adted at the duke’s 
theatre, and printed in 1681. It is dedicated 
to John lord liaughton. — This is one of Mr. 
Dryden’s beft plays, and Aill keeps pofTefiion 
of the ftage. it is faid that he was afterwards 
fo much concerned for having ridiculed the 
character of the Fry^r, that it impaired his 
liealth. What eflcdl bigotry, or the influence 
of priefts, might have on him, on this occa- 
&>n, we leave others to determirve. 

20. Duke of Guife, a tragedy, adled ii> 
l688. It ivas written by Drydeii and Lce^^ 
and dedicated to tryde, earl of Rochefter.— . 
This play gave great offence to the' Whigs, , 

and , 
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a^nd engaged feveral writers for and againi};,^ 
it. ^ 

21. Albion and Albanius^ an. opera, per- 
formed at the queen’s theatre in Dorfet gar- 
dens, and printed in folio, i68)^ The fub-. 
jedt of it is wholly allegorical, and intended 
to expofe my lord Shaft^uiy and his party. 

22. Don Sebadian kii'g of Portugal, a tra- 
gedy, a£ted iiy 1^90, dedicated to the carl of. 
Lcicefter. 

23. King Arthur, or the Biitilh Worthy, a 
tragedy, a^cd in 1691, dedicated tp the mar- 
quis of Hallifax^ 

24. Amphytrion, or the Two Socias, aco- 
medy, afledin 1O91, dedicated to SirLevefon . 
Gower, taken from Plautus and Moliere. 

25. Cleonienes, the Spartan Hero, a tra- 
gedy, atted at the theatre-royal, and printed- 
in 4to. in 1692, dedicated to the carl of Ro- 
chefter. There is prefixed to it the Life of 
Clcomenes, tranflated from Plutarch byMr. ^ 
Creech. — This play was prohibited by the lord ^ 
chamberlain ; but, upon examination, being 
found innocent of any defign to fatirize the 
government, it was fuffered to be reprefented, 
and had great fuccefs, Jn the preface, the' 
author tells us, that a fooliOi objedlion had 
been rai fed a gain ft him by the fparks forCleo- 
menes not accepting the favours of Caflandra, 

They,” fays he, “ would not have refufed 
a fair lady. J grant they would not : but let 
them grant me, that they aie no heroes.” 

2 &. Love 
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26, Love Triumphant, or Nature wlllpre- 
vail, a tragi comedy, afted in 1694 It is de-- 
rficatcd to the earl of Shaftlhuiy, and is the 
laft Mr. Dryden wiotc, or intended, f)r the 
theatre. It met but with inJifrertnt fuccefs, 
though, in many parts, the genius of that 
great man breaks out, efpecially in the difeo- 
very of Alphonfo’s fuccefbfu^ love, :>iui )n thr, 
cataftrophe, which is extremely aftVftirr* 
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Thb life or 

William Temple. 


S IR WILLIAM TEMPLE, barnnct, 
wa^ defcendcd from a younger branch of 
the family of the Temptefi, at Texnple-hall, 
in LeiceSeHhtre# He was grandfon of Sir 
William Tcmptey (ecretary to the unfortunate 
Robert earl of E£eX| and afterwards provoR 
of Dublin coUese $ and fon of Sir John Tern* 
pie, mailer of the rolls in Iitlai^f {ly Mary» 
iiHer of the learned Dr« Henry I»tnmona ; 
being born at London in the yea^^ 
i6za. 

From his youth he diicoeered a cnriooi and 
penetrating genius, and a tpenarkable thirft 
after knowledge ; which his father happily 
took care to cultivate by d genteel and Uheral 
education. At eight >eara old be was ftnt to 
fchool at Penlhurll, in Kent, unde# the care of 
his uncle Dr. Hammond^ then minifter of the 
Mrilh. From thence^ at tea> he went to Mr. 

ibhcKd mafter of BiAop Stoittords and, 
at ^enteen, he Was placed at Emanuel Col- 
lege, in Cambridge, under Dr. Ralph Cud- 
wonh, author of the IntcDeflual Syftem. 

In this univeriity he diAinguifhed himfelf 
by the improvementshe had ac^juired in every 

pari? 
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part of human learning ; and, befldes the 
acruJeinic tongues, be .made hlrnfelf perftft 
maftor of the. two moll iiftTuI modern lan- 
guages, the French and the Spanilli. So that, 
wiicn he removed from i hence, J»e had, by 
his parts and his induftry, tendered hUnfeif 
capable of any public employment. 

At nineteen, he began his travels into 
France ; and, pafling through the Ifle of 
Wight, where king Charles I. was then pri- 
foncr in Carilbrook-caftlc, he met there with 
iirs. Dorothy Ofborn, daughter of Sir Peter 
Ofliorn, then governor of Guernfey for the 
king, who was going with her brother to their, 
fhi^er at St. Male’s. 

He made that journey with them ; aivd there, 
began an amour with that young lady, which, 
laitcd feven years, and then ended in a happy 
marriage. lie pafied two years irv France,, 
learned a perfect acq.uaintance with their man- 
ners, and foon after made a tour into Holland,.. 
Flanders, and Germany ; in w^hich he further 
polifhed andjmproved his natural abilities. 

After hkpVeturn in 16^4, he married Mrs. 
Ofborn ; and, during the ufurpation, paffed, 
his time privately with his father, his two. 
brothers, and a fjfter, in Ireland. The five 
years he lived there, were fpent chiefly in his 
ejofet in improving himfclf irt.hillory and phi- 
lofophy ; and he refufed all follicitations of 
entering into any public employment till the 
refloration, when be was chofen member of 
the convention in Leland, as he was likewife 

of 
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of the fubfequent parliament for the county of 
Carlow; and, in i662| v. as appointed one of 
the commiflioners to be Tent from the parlia- 
ment to the king, into whofe favour he was 
introduced by the lord-chancellor Clarendon 
and the earl of Arlington. 

From this time, during^hc twenty fjcceed- 
ing years, (that is to fay, from the thirty fe- 
€ond to the fifty-fccond year of his age) h« 
continued to as a counfdllor of date, with 
particular honour and fuccefs; which period 
he took to be the part of a man’s life mofl 
£t to be dedicated to the ferviccs of his 
prince and country ; the reft being, as he 
ohferved, too much taken up with his pD§a- 
fures or his cafe. 

To give a particular account of his negoci- 
ations at home and abroad, would be, to lay 
open a great part of the hiftory of that reign i 
yet fome account ought to be given of his ma- 
nagement infeveral treaties, which have helped, 
to immortalize his name ; fome, as a tempo- 
rary advantage ; others, as a lafting bkifing 
to chefe ki.ngdoms. 

Jn 1665, he was fent by hjs majefty to th<i 
bifhop of Munfter, in order to conclude a 
treaty, by which that bifeop obliged himfelf^, 
upon receiving a certain foin. of money, )to en- 
ter immediately with the king into the war 
with Holland j and, fbon after, he received a 
commiflion to be refident at Bruflels, with 
patent for the dignity of a baronet. But, as 
ijhis affair is fet in the cleared light by his own 

inimitable 
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inimitable pen, we Iball here preient the 
reader ^vilh a letter written by Sir William. 
Temple to his father. Sir John, then in Ire-* 
land, dated at BrufTelt, on the iixih of Sep*^ 
teniber, 1665. 


SIR, 

THOUGH L was forced, by the king^® 
command, not omy to leave you and my fa- 
mily at very (hort warning, and in a very me- 
lancholy feafon, but without fo much as telling, 
you whither I was fent, yet I would not fail 
rg you th^s amends, by giving you aa 
account of my journey and negotiations thus, 
far, fo foon as I thougm it might be fit for me. 
to do it. 

When my lord Arlington fent for me ta 
Sheen, it was to let me knew, that the king, 
had received an overture from the biihop of 
Munfier, to enter into an alliance with his. 
majefty againfi the Dutch, from whom he pre- 
tended many injuries ; to bring an army into, 
the field, and fall upon them by land, while 
his niajeily continued the war by lea ; but», 
at the fame time, to demand certain funis of 
money, that would be neccHaiy to bring him 
into the field, and to continue the war : and, 
that, if his majelly would either treat with the 
baron of Wreden, (who was the minifter he 
fent over in the greateft privacy that could be) 
or fend a miniiler of his own to treat with, 
him ; he doubted not an eafy agreement upon. 
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this matter, but cieHred it might be .^ith ail 
the fecrecy imaginable. 

My lord Arlington told me, the main arti- 
cles were already agreed on here, and the mo- 
ney acl.ufted ; but, that it was neceflary for 
the king to fend over fomc perfon privately to 
finiOi the treaty at MuniUr, and to iee the 
payme>its made at Antwerp, where the bilhop 
feemed to defire them. That I mull go, if I 
undertook it, without train or ^charader, and 
pafs for a Fienchman or a Spaniard in my 
journey ; and made me the compliment to 
fay, he had been perplexed, three or four days 
together, to think of a perfon that was not oj|^ly 
capable of the affair and of the fecret, but that 
was to be trullcd with fuch a fum ol money ; 
but, that when he had thought of me, and 
propofed me to the king and 10 my lord chan« 
cellor, they had both approved it, and I muft 
fuddenly refolve upon my anfwer to the pro- 
pofal he made me ; but, whether I accepted 
it or no, I muA keep it fecret from my neareft 
friends, 

I told him upon the place, I would ferve his 
majeily the bell 1 could in it ; though, being 
a new man, 1 cou'd not proniife much for my- 
felf; that there was only one point 1 could by 
no means digeil, which was the bu/inefs of 
the money; having ever been averfe from 
charging myfelf with any body’s but my own. 
This made, at firll, fonie difficulty between 
4IS i but, at lall, his lordlhip was content to 

endeavour 
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endeavour the engaging alderman Backwel, 
who furniftied it, to go over himfelf with it 
ipto Flanders ; and there, by my order, to 
make the payment to the bifhop’s agent ; and 
faid, he believed, at fuch a time of inredlion 
in London, the alderman might eafily take an 
occafion of fuch a Journey. 

After my inflrudions were difpatched, I 
came away in hade, and with the fecrecy you 
iaw ; and, without more than one day’s Hop 
ait Brud'cls, went ftraitwith the baron ofWre- 
den to Coefvelt, where the bilhop then was. 
I dayM there but three days, was brought to 
him only by night, agreed all points with 
him, perfedted and iigned the treaty, and re- 
turned to Antwerp, where the alderman per* 
formed his part, in making the hrll and great 
payment to the bifhop’s rehdent there. All 
this has been performed on all iidcs with fo 
great fecrecy, that the bifiiop has not only re- 
ceived his money, but raifed his troops to 
about eighteen thoufand men, without the 
lead umbrage given, that I can hear of, to the 
Dutch ; and, oy all the afTurances I receive 
from him, I conclude, that, before this letter 
comes to your hand^,He will be in the field ; 
tho’ fome unexpedted difappointments about 
a general officer he reckoned upon has a little 
difeompofed the meafures he had taken ; and 
may, 1 doubt, not a little maim the progrefs 
of them : but cliat will be governed by time 
and accidents ; my budnefs was to bring him 

into 
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into the held, and 1 have had the good fortune 
to do it iooner than either they cxpe^ed at 
court, or the hi (hop had promifed upon our 
hgning of 'he treaty. ^ 

He is a man of wit and, which is more, 
of fenft* ; of great ambition, and properly, 
Un Eipfit remuant : but the vigour of his 
body does not exceed that of his mind, being, 
as 1 guds, about hx or feven and fifty years 
old, and puriued by the gout, which he is 
not like to cuie by his manner of life. He 
was a foldier in his youth, and (bems, in his 
naturals, lathcr made for the Sword than the 
Crofs. He has a mortal hatred to the Dutch 
for ibeir fupporting his city of MunftcJragaintt 
him ; and is bi idling thofc citizens by a very 
flrong citadel he is building there. He feems 
bold and refolute, and like to go through wdth 
what he has undertaken, or break his head in 
the aiicmpl ; and fa)5 he will perform all he 
has engaged, Fide linceiTi ^ Germanica, 
which is a word he affeds. He fpeaks tlic 
only good Latin that 1 have yet met with in^ 
Germany, and more like a man of -court and 
buhnefs than a fcbolar. He fays, iflie fails in 
his enterprize, and (hould lofe his country, he 
lhall eileem his condition not at all the worfe ; 
for, in that cafe, he will go into Italy, and has. 
money enough in the banlk of Venice to buy a 
cardinal’s cap, which may become him better 
than his general’s •flatF, though he has a mind 
to try this -fiilt, and make k>me noiie in the 
world before he Ye tires. 


This 
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•This is the beft charafler I can give of the 
bifbop ; and, for myfelf, 1 can fay nothing but 
what yop know ; finding no change at ajl by 
this Tally into a new icene of life and bufi- 
nefs as well as climate ; my health, I thank 
God, is the fame ; my kindnefs To too, to my 
friends and to home, only my concernment 
for them in this mlLrable time among them, 
much greater while 1 am here than when [ 
was with them ; which makes me very im- 
patient after every poft that comes in, and yet 

very apprehenfive of every letter I open. 

The length of this, I doubt, is t o much for 
once ; and therefore ihall end with the affu- 
rances of being, 

SIR, 

Your moft obedient Ton 
and humble fervant, 

W. Temple, 


But one of the mofl; famous circumAances in 
Sir William Temple’s hfe, was his fkilful and 
dexterous bringing about the triple. league be* 
tv'e^n England, Holland, and Sweden, in the 
latter end of the year 1667, fo much to the 
peace of Europe and to the diminution of the 
threatning power of France. This was ma- 
maged with fo much fecrecy and uncommon 
indullry, together with fo much unexpected 
fuccefs, that the great Aatefman De Wit, too 
much leaning to the French party, could not 

help 
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help complimenting him, w^ith having the ho- 
nour which never any other miniller had be«- 
fore him, of drawing the ftates to a rcfolunon 
and conclufion in five days, upon a matter of 
the greatefl impoitancc, and an afliflance of 
the greateft cxpence they l\ad ever been en- 
gaged in j and all dircdlly againil the nature 
of their conftituiion ; which enjoined them to 
have recourfe to their provinces : adding, 
I'hat now it was done, it looked like a mira- 
cle. ^ 

Upon the conclufion, two letters were writ; 
one from De Witt to the earl of Arlington, and 
the fecond from the llates-gcneral to the king 
of Great-Britain ; of which fome notice ought 
CO be taken. 

The former fays, ‘‘ As it was impofliblc to 
fend a miniller of greater capacity, or more 
proper for the temper or genius of this nation 
than Sir Williain Temple ; fo> I believe, no 
other pci Ton, ebiiei will, or can, more equi- 
tably judge of the difpofiiion wherein he lus 
found the Hates, to anfwer the good inten* 
tions of the king of Great Britain.*’ 

In the Hates letter, they tell the king. 
As it is a thing without example, that, m 
fo few days, three fuch important treaties have 
been concluded, fo, we can fay, Thatthead- 
drels, the ^vigilance, and-the fincerity, of. .Sir 
Williain Temple, are alfo without exaiftple^ 
If your majeHy continues to make ufe of fucli 
mini Hers, the knot will grow too faft ever to 
be untyed.” And yet Sir William Temple, 
Vor . VTIf. D with 
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with no lefs wit than modefty, gave another 
turn to it in a letter to Monfieur GourvilIe» 
faying, They will needs have me pafs here 
for one of great abilities, for having finifhed 
and figned, in five days, a treaty of fuch im- 
portance to Chriftendom : but 1 will tell you 
the fccret of it ; To draw things out of their 
centre, requires labour and addrefs to put 
them' in motion ; but to make them return 
thither, nature helps fo far, that there needs 
no more than juft to fet them a going.” 

But, as this memorable treaty is well known 
to have been the mafter-ftroke of policy of 
that reign, the influence of which has been 
felt in Europe from that time to this, we 
think it will not be difagrecable to our readers 
if we prefent them with another letter of Sir 
WilHam Temple’s, written to lord Arlington, 
then fecretary of ftate upon that occafion. It 
is dated from the Hague, on thetwenty-fourth 
of January, N.S. 1668; and, asitihewsSir 
William’s excellent talent at literary compo- 
fitions, fo it gives an entertaining and fatis fac- 
tory account of the progrefs and completion 
«f the famous triple alliance. 


My Lord, 

* « • 

UPON laft Friday, at night, I gave your 
lordiliip the account of what advance I had 
then madein my negotiation, and of the point 
w'herc it was then arrefted, with dcfires of his 
majefty’s pleafure; whereupon having fpen,t 

that 
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that whole day in debates, I had little time 
left for that letter, but intended to make fome 
amends for the hafte of it, within two days, 
by a difpatch with the yatcht ; and, though 
delayed a little longer, will not, I hope,, be 
more unwelcome by bringing your lordlhip a 
fuller and final account, which may be allowed 
to lurprize you a little there, fince it is looked 
upon as a miracle here, not only by thofe that 
hear it, but even by the commilTioners them- 
felves, who have had the whole tranfadlion of 
it ; which 1 ihali now acquaint your lordfhip 
with. 

Upon my two firft conferences with Mon- 
ficur de Witt, which were the Tuefday and 
Wednefday, 1 found him much fatisfied with 
his majeily’s refolution concerning our neigh- 
bours ; but of the opinion, that the condition 
of forcing Spain was neceffary to our com- 
mon end, and to clear the means towards it 
from all accidents that might arife. For the 
defenfive league he was of his former opinion, 
that it (hould be negotiated between us ; but 
upon the projeft offered his majefty at Sche- 
velin, by which all matter of commerce might 
be fo adjuffed, as to leave no feeds of any new 
quarrels between the nations. 

After two very long conferences upon thefe 
points, we ended with fome difference upon 
the necefiity of concluding both parts of my 
projects at the fame time ; biit, for the reft, 
with great confidence and fatisfaClion, in one 
D 2 ^ another’s 
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another’s fincere and frank way of treatihg 
fince the firll overtures between us. 

The firft time 1 faw him, ho told me, 1 
came upon a day he /hould alwhys eilcem 
very happy, both in refpeit of his majelly’a 
refolutions, which I brought, and of thofe the 
flates had taken, about the difpofal of the 
chief commands in their army, by making 
prince Maurice and Monfieur Wurtz camp- 
m afters -general, and the prince of Tarante 
^nd Rhingrave gcneials of die hoife, each to 
-command in the abfcnce of the other. He 
-told me all the detail of that dirpofuion, but 
the reft I remember not well. J laid hold on 
this occafion, as indted I thought was necef- 
fary, to fay what his majclly gave me order 
concerning the prince of Orange ; which he 
took very well, and faid, was very obliging 
'to the ftates ; that, for his own part, he never 
failed to fee the prince once or twice a week, 
and grew to have a particular afredion for him; 
and would tell me plainly,' that the ftates de- 
figncd tltc captain-generalftiip of all the foices 
for him, fo foon as by his age he grew capable 
of it« 

The next day was my audience, which 
.paired with all the refped that could be given 
^is majefty’s charader ; and the next morning 
began my conference with the eight commif^ 
fioners of fecret afl^iirs. I expofed my 'pow- 
ers, and faw theiis; in piirfuit whereof 1 of- 
'iered ihem the projed of the defenfive league 

as 
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as thr.t which was to be the foundation of al! 
faither negotiations, and without which, per- 
haps, neither of us Should be very forward to 
fpea.^ our minds with confidence and freedom, 
in what concerned our neiglibonrs, beinj]; 
likely tiicrcin to friork fo many gieat pow- 
ers abroad. I for the rell, his ina- 

jeiiy ha’, irio rifolvt !, i.ir as iio couM in ho- 
nour, to coaipiv witfi the fenft* of the fi.ircs, in 
the ofricea of mediation bet.vten the two 
crow' ns ; F was fird to exped from them the 
knowledge of the dates refoluticn, in cafe they 
were alicady agreed. 

1 took this courfe in my firfi propofals, be- 
caufj i found here that the provinces were not 
yet refjived upon theirs, five of them only 
having fallen upon that of Monficur de Witt; 
bat Zealand being of opinion to agree wdth. 
Fiance for dividing Flanders; and LTtrecht for 
fuifeiing Fr.ince only to retain the lad year’s 
conquelt, by way of compromis, till liuir 
prcicnfions were adjudged before competent 
a. biters, to be agre':d by the two crowns, or 
by the joint mediatoir.: a'id \ was in hopes, 
that, knowing his niajefty’s refolutions to join 
with them, before they were agreed among 
themfclves, it might produce foinc counfeli^ 
among them a little more favourable to Flan- 
ders, and confequently more honourable to his 
majedy. 

.'ifeermy propofals, Monficur de Witt was, 
by the red or the cjnuniijioncfs, defired to 

Ipeak. 
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fpcak for them all in the conJu'El of our con- 
fcienccs; who, after a pieamble of the ufual 
ff>rms arid compliments, upon liis majelly’s 
happy difpofitions to enter into a nearer alli- 
ance with the Hates upon the mentioned point®, 
cir dated the fame refolution in the Hctcs, and 
allowing our confidence by a d^ fenfive league 
for the bafis of the rcH, faid, The Hates were 
very willing, de faire infufer les claufcs pour 
Ja fourete commune dans Ics articles de h me- 
diation ; and was large upon this aigument. 
That the laH being of very preffing halle, as 
well as neceffity, and they having already or- 
der from their proTnees to proceed upon it, 
they could not have the fame powers upon the 
defcnfive, biing a new matter, under fix weeks 
or two montlus time ; but, as foon as they re- 
ceived them, would proceed to give their am- 
bilTador in England powers to fall upon that 
treaty; which inuft, for a bafis, have, at the 
fame time, an adiuHment of matters of com- 
merce for his forementioned rcafons. 

I thought fit to cut this matter fliort, and 
told them diredly, I bad no orders to proceed 
upon any other points, but in confequence or 
conjunflion of the defenfive league 1 in which 
I thought his majefty had all tlie reafun that 
could be, both bccaufe he would not venture a 
whir’s ending in Flanders to begin upon Eng- 
land ; and, on the other fide, knew the Hates, 
whofe danger was nearer, would never be ca- 
pable of taking any vigoious refolulions in 

their 
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their neighbours afFarrs, till they were fecure 
at home by his majefty’s defence. 

That his majefty thought the moft generous 
and friendly advance that could be, was made 
on hib iiiic by his propofition^ being himltlf 
fo much more out of danger than they'^^ere, 
and fo much courted to a conjundlion with 
France to th Jr prejudice, as well as that of 
Flanders ; that they had not made a difliculty 
of fuch alliances with princes, who had lately 
defmelees with them as well as his majefty ; 
and that, God be thanked, his majeily was 
not in condition to have fuch an offer refufej 
by any prince or Hate of Chriftendom. 

Thtfe were the fum of our difcouifes, tho' 
very long, and fuch as occalioned the com- 
miffionerb to withdraw thiice and conl’ult to- 
gether, though nothing was rciblved, but that 
Monheur de Witt and Mouhciir librant fiiould 
fpend the afternoon with me at my lodging, 
to endeavour the adjiiQing of circuinilancr*s 
between us, fince we feemed to agree in fub- 
ftance. 

hat conference ended, as I j^ave ycur Io:d- 
flvip notice that evening, upon the point, tiiat, 
inllead of the provir.ee SoheveJin, or any new 
adjuflment concerning marine affairs ; tuc 
Hates would proceed upon his majelly’s piojecl 
of a dcfenfive league, provided the p«ovifiun.>l 
ai tides in the Breda treaty might be infeitcd 
and perpetuated in this; and thereupon we 
ihould exped his majcHy’s anfwer to what I 
fhou'd wiitt that night. 

D 4 Tit 
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I’lie next being Saturday morning, 1 de* 
iircd another conference with my two comniif- 
iioner?, but ‘-ould not have^it till the afternoon, 
they being to icporrthat morning to the liates 
whcitii.'id pa/Ted the evening bcfoie. At our 
inectb^g afici noon, they told me their commu- 
nicaiioij of all to the Itaies, and their lorJ- 
Ihips relblotions upon them, that it was necef- 
fiity the articles provillonal fhtiuld be inferud 
in ih*.' treaty, fo as I began to doulrl a ilop 
4>^ ail till his rnajfiiy’i rtnfwcr, whii h fuhjeclcd 
jli lo LiiKCitaiiUif . ; I knew the kreuch am- 
b<ili iuor vva:» groun into very ill humour upon 
inv ar.'ivai, ai.d fallen into complaints and ex- 
j oiluhitioa with feverai of the Ihtes ; and the 
jjioie bccaufc he could not fee Monfieur dc 
V/itt from rny coming o\er till that time, 
tnoiigh he had often prefied it, and had an 
hoar given him the next day, Monfieur de 
Witt having piomifcdto fee him as he w'ent to 
I’ll I* I after noon. 

Upon this J knew likewife he had difpatchcd 
a courter to Paris, which I thought would 
make no delay, ani therefore refoived to fall 
upon all the inflanccs and expedients I could 
to draw up a fudden conclufion. I told them 
I dcfired it extremely, before I could" hear 
again out of England, becauie 1 had left Mon- 
fieur Ruvigny very bufy at my coming away, 
and not unbefriended ; that I feared the fame 
artifices of France to difturb us here; and 
perhaps Monfieur d’Eilrades might, at his 
nqxt meeting, eiideavcur to infuie fome jea- 

loulies 



WILLIAM TEMPLE. 57 
Ibufies into them* by the relation of what had 
pafTcd between your lordihip aod Moniieur 
Ruvigny, three or four days after the date of 
my hrlt iulirudions ; upon which 1 told them 
frankly (as his majefty gave me leavc/what 
had paiTed in that affair. 

Monfieur de Wittafked me whether T could 
(hew him the paper drawn up between you ; 
and knowing I had it not, defiring earneflly 
I would procure it him, affuring me no ufc 
(bould be made of it but by joint confent: 
but faying, nothing would ferve fo far to juf- 
tify them, in cafe of a breach growing ncccf- 
fary between them and France, I promifed toi 
write to your lord (hip about it; which Idefire 
you will pleafe to take notice of. 

I told Monfieur dc Witt what confidence I 
hnd given his majedy of his (incere proceed- 
ings, and how I had been fupported by your 
lordihip in thofe fuggellions, againft the opi- 
nion of fome other great men : what advan-~ 
tage thefe would take, if they faw our whole 
negotiation was flopped ^ upon a thing that 
looked like a chicanery ; fince articles provi- 
fional till new agreements, were, in effed as 
llrong as perpetual, which might itfelf be 
changed by new agreements : that this would 
be eileemed an artifice of his, efpecialiy fince 
he had declared, upon my afking him, that 
it was his own opinion, (and that he alfo 
would tell the dates fo if they demanded it) 
not to conclude without infertion of thofe ar- 
ticles, which yet he could not deny to be of 
D 5 prefen t. 
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jjrcfent force ; for that they allowed ; but 
jeemed to doubt, that, referring in the treaty 
of Breda to a new treaty, they would be inva- 
lidated if a new treaty ftiould pafs without 
iheir confirmation. 

I found Monfieur Ifbrant was content with 
my reafons, and iaid he would undertake his 
province fliould be fo; but Monfieur de Witt 
hiid, Holland and Zealand would not. 1 
told them, at laft, that I was fure the Hates 
would not think fit to lofe the effeft of the 
league piopofed upon fuch a point as this ; 
and that they intended only to have the advan- 
tage of feeing his majefly’s refolution, in an- 
fwer to my letter before they concluded, with 
refolutions, however, that this fhould not hin- 
der at latt, that I forefaw many things might 
arife in ten day’s time, to break all our good 
intentions; and fome more than 1 had told 
them, or could at prefent ; that, if they knew 
me, and how far 1 was to be trailed where I 
gave my word, I would propofe an expedient 
to them ; but being fo new among them, I 
thought it was to no porpofe: — there 1 paufed. 
They defired I would propofe however, and fo 
I did ; which was, that we fhould proceed to 
draw up the whole proje^, and fign as foon 
as was pofTible ; and that, in cafe I afterwards 
received his majelly’s leave, in anfwer of my 
Friday’s letter, to inferi thofe provifional arti- 
cles, I would freely declare it to them, and 
infert them in a feparate article, to be a part 
of the dtfenfive league. They both looked a 

while 
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while one upon another, and, after a paufe, 
Monfieur de Witt gave me his hand,* and, af- 
ter a compliment upon the confidence he had 
taken in my face, and in the refi of my deal- 
ing fince onr firll commerce, told me, ihat, if 
I would promife them what I had faid, en 
liomme de bien, they would alk no farther af- 
furance of me; and. provided the tieaty of 
Tieda might be confirmed in the preamble of 
this, to take away all fcruples of thofe articles 
being of lefs force than they were before ; for 
liis part, though he could promifp nothing 
what the flutes would refolve, yet he would 
promife that he and Monfieur ifbrant would 
ufe their utmoft endeavours, to induce them 
to proceed upon my propofition; and fo we 
fell immediately to digeft our projeft of the 
whole treaty ; for I made no difliculty of the 
confirmation propofed, knowing that new trea- 
ties ufe to begin by confirmation of the old. 

I am the larger in this relation, that his ma- 
jefly may know upon what reafons I engaged 
my word to them in this point ; and there- 
upon may give me leave, without more cir- 
cumfiance.s, to be true to it, in cafe his ma- 
jelty’s pleafure in the point be difpaichcd away 
to me, upon the receipt of jny former letter. 

After this difficulty was well evaded, we 
found none but in this expreffion, “In cafe 
our perfuafions to Spain (hould not prevail^ 
aiid^ we ftould come a la force & a la cotu 
ftraintc,” which I moderated at firft by the 
D 6 woeds^ 
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words, aux moyens plus cfficaccs,'* for we 
drew it up in French. The other additions,, 
or enlargements, I dare prefume, his majelly 
will not be difpleafed with, no more chan that 
article about Portugal, though I had no in- 
ilrudtion in it. If I have failed in enlarging 
upon very (hort and hafty inftruftions, I moll 
humbly beg his majefty's pardon, becaufe I 
am fure I kept myfclf as clofe as was pofliblc 
to what I apprehended to be his majelly’s fetife 
upon the whole and every part. 

That evening, being Saturday, or rather 
that night and Sunday morning, we agreed 
upon the proje6l in French, and gave order 
for the tran/lating of it into Latin ; which 
was done, and perufed by me, and agreed to> 
between twelve and one that night, and en* 
groffed by eleven next morning, being Mon- 
day ; and, at a meeting with the commiflion- 
ers, it jointly was figned and fealed, and ma« 
tually delivered between two and three that af- 
ternoon. After that our time was fpent in 
comparing the inllrurocnts, and. adjulling the 
fums computed as the value of the feveral 
^ids. 

After fealing, we all embraced with much 
kindnefs and applaufe of my faying upon that 
occaiTon, A Breda comme amis^ icy comme 
freres ; and Monfieur de Witt made me a moil- 
obliging compliment, of having the honour 
which never any other xniniller had before 
me, of drawing the ilates to a refolution and 
conclufion within five days, upon a matter of 
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ihe grcateft importance^ and a Secours of the. 
greatell expcnce they had ever engaged in ; and • 
all diretlly againft the nature of their conlHtu- 
tions, which enjoined them recourfe to their 
provinces upon all fuch occafions, and ufed to 
draw out all common deliberations to months 
delays ; and added upon it, That now it was 
done, it looked like a miracle. 

I muH add three words to do him right in 
/Cturn of his compliment, that I found him as 
plain, as diredl, and fquare in the courfe of 
this buiinefs, as any man could be; though, 
often flilF in points where he thought any ad-, 
vantage could accrue to his country ; and 
have all the reafon in the world to be fatisfied 
with him ; and for his induffry, no man had 
ever more. I am fare, for thefc five days at 
leaft, neither of us Ipjent many idle hours>. 
cither day or night. 

After the conclufion, I received yefterday 
the vifits of all the public minifiers in town, 
except the ambalTadors, between whom and 
envoys extraordinary fome difficulties were 
arifen (they fajr, here firft begun by Sir George 
Downing) which have in a manner fpoiled all . 
commerce. 

None of the other failed to rejoice with me 
upon the conclufion of my bufinefs, and to 
exprefs their adoring bis majefiy’s refolutions. . 
which, in this conjuncture, they fay, have 
given new life to all the courts of Chrillen- 
dom, whofe councils were before in the greatell 
perplexities^ and diforders that could be. 
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They fay his majefty will have the foie honour 
of giving either peace to ChriHendom or a 
balance to the warb ; and has (licwn, that all 
mull follow what he gives a head to. Much 
more of this kind 1 hear from all hands, and 
have no reafon to doubt their meaning what 
they fay. 

Thus far I have given your lordfhip the 
finooth fide only of this conclufion, and now 
you mull receive the rough ; for having coti[||, 
certed with the commillioners, that Monfieur 
de Witt and 1 lliould give part of our treaty 
(all but the feparatc articles) to the French 
and Spaiufii ambafladors. The full we per- 
formed this afternoon, the laft we intend to* 
morrow morning. 

The French ambalTador had been much furs 
prized with our conclullon ; for, upon our firtt 
conference with the commiflioners, he had 
faid, Tout ccla s’en ira en fumee, & que le 
roy fon maitre s’cur moequeroit.’' I'he day < 
before our figning, being told vve advanced 
very faA, he leplied, “ Kt bian, d'icy a fix 
femaines nous en pailerons relying upon the 
forms of the ftate to run the circuit of their 
towns. 

Upon our giving him part of the whole 
bufinefs, he replied coldly, that he doubted 
wc had not taken a right way to our end ; 
that the fourth article of the fecond inftru- 
ment was not in terms very proper to be di- 
gelled by a king of twenty-nine years old, 
and at the head of eighty thoufand men: 
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that, if we had joined both to defire his mafter 
to prolong .the offer he had made of a ceffation 
of arms till we propofe ; and, withal, not to 
move his arms further in Flanders, tho’ Spain 
fhould refufe, we might hope to fuccced : 
but, if we thought to preferibe him laws, and 
force him to compliance, by leagues between 
ourfelves, or with Spain, though Sweden and 
the German piinces fhould join with us, he 
his mailer Ne flccheroit pas, and that 
n would come to a war of forty ycais. From 
this he fell W'armly on the proceedings of the 
flates; faying, , they knew his mailer’s refolu- 
tions upon thofe two points, neither to pro- 
long the ceffation propofed beyond the end of 
March, nor to dcfift the puriuit of his con^ 
auefts with his own arms, in cafe Spain con- 
!«ited not to his demands within that term. 
He faid, his majefty, not being their ally, 
might treat and conclude what he pleafed, 
without their offence ; but for the ftates, wJho 
were their ncaieft ally, to conclude fo much 
to his mailer’s difrefpeft at leall, and without 
communicating with him, the ambalTador, at 
all during the whole treaty, he muff leave it 
to his mailer to interpret as he thought fit.— 
Monfieur de Witt defended their caufc, and 
oar intentions, w'ith great phlegm, but great 
ffeddinefs ; and told me, after he was gone, 
that this was the leail we could expefl at ffrff 
from a Frenchman; and that I fhould do well, 
however, to give his majefty an account of it 
by the fiift, that we put ourfelves early in po- 

fture 
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iture to make good what wc have faid ; and^, 
that, as to the time and degree of our arming, 
he would confult with the ftates, and let me 
know their thoughts, to be communicated to 
his majefty upon ibis occafion. 

1 was in hopes todifpatch this away to- mor- 
row' morning, but I fliall be hindered till 
night, by the delay of fjgning of a leparate 
article with the count de Dona, whereby place 
is referved for Sweden to enter as a principal 
into this treaty ; for I have gone along in the 
whole bufincfs fince my coming over, with 
perfe£l confidence and concert with the count 
de Dona, upon his affuring me, his orders 
W'erc to conform himfelf to his majeflv’s refo- 
lution in what concerns the two crowns, the/ 
before he abfolutely engages, he expeds from 
the Spaniards, by our intercelTion, fome fup- 
plies for payment of his troops, and fome other 
adjuftmenis with the emperor, which will be 
treated between the feveral minifters at London 
under his mjijelly^s influence. 

In what 1 fliall fign upon this occafion, 
together with the ftates, I confefs to your 
lordfliip to go beyond my inftruftions ; but 
apprehending it to be wholly agreeable to his 
majefty’s intentions, and extremely advan- 
tageous to the common ends and affairs, 1 
venture upon this cxcefs, and humbly beg his 
snajefty’s pardon if I fail. 

Your lordftiip will be troubled with fome 
ppftfcrlpt to-morrow before I.diipatch an ex- 

prefs 
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prcfi with the copies to be ratified by his ma- 
jefly within a month, though 1 hope a lefs 
time will be iiikcn, thole of Holland having 
undertaken iheirs on fitteen days. 

I am, &c. 


After thif), in the faccccding fummer, ia 
die year i66d, Sir William '^I cmple returned 
to Brullels, with a view to prevail with the 
Spania-ds to confent to a peace with France^ 
\v hich was afterwards treated at Aix la C ha- 
pel Ic, whither he was fent ambaflador extra- 
ordinary and mediator; and with his collegue 
Sir Leoline Jenkins, after many difficulties 
and delays, at lail brought it to a liappy con* 
cluuon. 

Soon after, he was fent ambaflador-extraor- 
diiiary to the Hates- general, with iniirudlions, 
to confirm the triple-alliance, and foijicit the 
emperor and German princes, by their mini- 
Hers, to enter. into it : but the meafurcs of the 
Englifli court being changed, in September,. 
1669, he received orders to hailen over into 
England, where he met at firll w'ith a very 
cool reception, and was prclTed to return to 
the Hague, and make way for a war with Hol- 
land ; with which, lefs than two years before, 
he had been fo much applauded for having 
made io ftjicl an alliance : but Ire txcuftd 
himfelf from having any ihaic in it, and re- 
tired to his houfe at Shene, near Richmond, 
in Surry : and, in this interval of his kifure 
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and ntreat, wrote his Obfcrvations on the 
United Provinces, and one part of his Mifcel- 
lanies. 

About the end of the fummer 1673, the 
king, grovving weary of the fecond Dutch 
war, nfolved to fend Sir William 'Temple to 
Holland to conclude a peace ; but powers 
having been lent at this time from thence to 
the marquis de Frefnc, the Spanilh ambafla- 
dor at London, Sir William Temple was or- 
dered to treat with him, and in three days 
concluded the whole affair. 

As a reward for this fcrvicc, he was offered 
the embaffy into Spain ; which, for want of 
his father’s confent, who was then old and in- 
firm, he refufed; as he did foou after the 
place of fccretary of flate, for w'ant of fi:i 
thou fan d pounds, which he was to lay down 
for it, and could not fpare. 

In June, 1674, he was again fent ambafla- 
dor to the Hague, and was afienvards one of 
the ambaffadors and mediators in the treaty of 
Nimeguen. It was duiing his rcfidence in 
Holland at this time, that he was the great 
inflrnmcnt ir fecuring the religion and liberty 
of his country, by biinging about a marriage 
between the prince of Orange, afterwards 
W'illiain III. of glorious memory, and the 
lady Mary, daugiucr to James duke of York, 
ami Tiiccc to hia niajelty king Charles II. 

1 his gianJ allair was concerted by Sir Wil- 
liam Temple and ihe fiends of the pioteilant 
religion, and was brought to maturity chiefly 

by 
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by his dexterity in the year 1677, contrary to 
the will of her royal higbnefs’s father, and not 
very much to the inclination of the king her 
uncle. In the latter part of this tranfaftion 
indeed he made ufe of the aflillance of the 
lord treafurer Danby ; fince the dukeofLeed.% 
who thought the afhir of that happinefs and 
impoitance to the public, that, afterwards, in 
print, he declared. That he would not fufFcr 
that part of his fcrvice-to be buried in obli- 
vion : yet, that Sir William Temple was, as 
we have already faiJ, the chief agent in this 
momentous occurrence, the following letters 
will evince ; which, as matter containing 
fornethh'.g cut ions in itfelf, we ihall prefent to 
the reader wiihout any further preface or 
logy. 


To the King. 

Hague, April 23. S.N,.i675. 

May it pleafc your Majefty, 

THE day before the prince of Orange left 
this place, I attended him at Uounflerdyke, 
upon his own appointment ; and telling me 
fcveral rimes, T'hat he had fomething to fay 
to me before he w'cnt into the field, and de- 
fi»ed it might be there, aid at fonie litfiue. 
When w e were alone in the garden, be uiis 

plea fed 



68 BRITISH PLUTARCH., 

pleafed to tell me, I would eafily bcluve the 
ioftances of the fhiter, and of his fiiends, as 
well as the condition of his family, nuiil needs 
have put him often upon the thought'; of mar- 
rying ; but he had been flill in liopes, that 
the concluHon of a peace would have made 
way for it fooner than, he now thought it was 
like to do ; for, at prefert, he did not fee 
when or how that could be brought about, tin- 
k'fs your majelly would rcTolveupon fuch con- 
ditions as you Ihould think fit to have it u^on; 
and fo propofe them to the parties, who were 
otherwife too didant in tluir prctenfions to 
agree eafily themfelves. That, upon this 
profped, he began to think, his marriage 
could not longer attend upon the motions of 
the peace, w'bich might be very flow and un- 
certain ; and therelbre he would tell me, 
freely, 'fhat he was refolvcd, in c.ifc he re- 
turned fl ora this campaign, to negltd no time, 
or paces, that could be made in the purfuit of 
it, I'hat, for the perfon, I mipht be fuic his 
inclinations would lead him into England,, 
though he did not know what dupofliions he 
fliould meet with there ; and, while the vvar- 
laiied, it might, on this fide, admit of much 
rcfledllon both from this ftatc and their allies. 
That, however, he would not go into tlie 
field without writing to your maiedy and to. 
the duke of what he had fo nuuli at heart ; 
and begging the permiflion, that, imniejiately 
a/tcj the campaign ended, he might go over 
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into England. That he thought this would 
be neceiTary, both that he might make his 
own purfiht himfelf, in an afFair that fo nearly 
concerned him ; and that, by alking leave lb 
early, no time might be loft upon that occa- 
lion when the campaign was over. I'hat he 
had rcafon to deftre this afFair might, at pre- 
fent, be managed with all the fccrely that could 
be ; and therefore was refolved to«put the let- 
ters concerning it into my hands; and defircd 
my wife might deliver them both to your ma- 
jelly and his royal highne's, and faid that he 
woidd take care to fend them to me before he 
went. 

This was the Aim of his highnefs’s difeourfc 
to me when 1 took leave of him ; and his let- 
ters both for your majclly and the duke being 
fome days after come to my hands, I thought 
it my duty to fend them, according to the 
diredions I received from the prince ; and 
fliall leave your majclly to know the reft from 
his own hand, though \ think 1 have not mif- 
taken any thing of what he faid to me upon 
this occalion, I lltall not farther encreafe 
your majilly’s prefent trouble, than by the 
humble prorefTunis of that pcrfeil devotioa 
wherewith 1 am, and lhall be ever, 

S 1 R, 

Your Majefty’s, &c. 


To 
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To the Duke of York. 


Hague, April 23. S.N. 1676. 
May it pleafe your Highnefs, 

WHE.l^ I took leave of the prince of 
Orange, at his going to the army, he was 
pleafcd to tell me the rcfolutions ke liad taken 
of writing to )our highnels, upon an occafion 
he had fo much at heart ; and that he w'ould 
do it before lie went into the field. He faid, 
He was rclolved to apply himfclf dijcdlly to 
your liighnefs i.i r.!! that concerned it; and to 
beg your iruercelTion with his majefty, that he 
might have leave to go over into England im- 
mediaudy after the campaign ended, 'fhat he 
would write to his majcily at tlie fame time to 
beg liispermiiTion. And, becaiife he had rea- 
fon to defire, that whatever paces he made at 
prefenr, in this point, might be fecret, he 
W'as refolved to put his letters into my hands ; 
and defircd that my wife, upon her going over, 
might hcrfclf deliver them both to his ma- 
jelly and your ro)al highnefs; 1 thought it 
my duty to obferve thefc diredlions ; and hav- 
ing, by the fame hand, given his majclly an 
account of the manner, andcircumilancc, with 
which the prince was pleafed to enter into 
thefe difeourfes, I fhall not prefume to trouble 

your 
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your highncfs with the bare repetition of them, 
nor with any thing more, at prefent, than the 
humble prolefiions of the devotion and truth 
wherewith J am always, 

SIR. 

Your Highnefs’s, &c* 


To Sir John Temple. 

London. November—, 1677. 

S I R, 

T H O* I do not trouble you often with 
public news or bufincfs, yet 1 ain fenfible of 
having too much neglected it of late, confi- 
dering what has palled ; which I know you 
will be more pleafed with than a -y you have 
been entertained with a great while: tor I re- 
member how often, and how much, you have 
defiled to fee the prince cf Orange married 
here ; not only from your good wilhes to him, 
•but from your apprehenfions of fome greater 
matches that might befall us. and with conle- 
quenccs ill enough to pofterity as well as to 
the prefent age. 1 am in a good deal of hafte 
at this prefent time, and therefore lhall funi 
up a great deal in a little room. 

The prince of Orange came to the king at 
Newmarket, where he was mighty well re- 
ceived both of king and duke. I made the 
acquaintance there between the prince and my 

lord- 
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lord-treafurer ; and in fuch a manner as, 
though they were not at all known before to 
one another, yet they fell very foon into con- 
fidence. 

The prince faid not a word to any of them 
of any thoughts of a wife while they fiayed 
^t Newmarket ; and told me, No confidera- 
tions ihould move him in that affair till he 
had fecn the lady. The day after he faw her 
here he moved it to the king and duke ; and, 
though he did it with fb good a grace that it 
was very well received, yet, in four or five 
days treaty, it proved to be intangled in fuch 
difficulties, that the prince lent lor me one 
night, and uttering his whole heart, told me, 
He was relblved to give it over, repenting 
him from the heart of his journey, and would 
be gone within two days, and trull God Al- 
mighty with what would follow ; and fo went 
to bed the moll melancholy that ever I faw 
him in my life. Vet, before eleven o’clock 
the next morning, the king fent me to him, 
to let him know. He was relblved on the 
match, and diatit ihould be done immediately, 
and in the prince’s own way. 

Thus far what had palled w'cnt no farther 
than the king, the duke, the prince, the 
lord-treafurcr, and mc; but that afternoon it 
was declared at the foreign committee, and 
next day at council ; you will eafily imagine 
with what general joy, 1 cannot but tell you, 
That no man feems to lay it to heart fo much 
as my lord Arlington, having had no part in 
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it ; which he could not but take notice of to 
the prince ; who told me. His compliment to 
him upon it was, 'I'hat fome things, though 
they were good in themfclves, yet were fpoiled 
by the manner of doing them ; but this was 
in ieftif fo good, that the manner of doing it 

could not fpoil it. 1 am told, he lays it 

upon me, and will never forgive me ; which 
I mud bear as well as I can : but yet, becaufc 
you know how wc have fonntily lived, 1 will 
tell you, That it was not cnly inipoiTible my 
lord-treafurer and he Oiould concur in one. 
thing, but he had lihewilc loft all the prince's 
confidence and opinion, fince his laft journey 
into Molland. Pcfidcs, for my cvvn part, I 
found, thefe two years j aft, he could not bear 
my bein^ fowell neither with the prince or 
with the treafurer; but endeavoured, by Sir 
Gabriel Sylvius, to break the iirft, by flfps 
which the prince acquainted me with ; r.or 
could he hold reproaching n;e wiih the laft 
whenever J went to him ; though he himfelf 
had iirft advifed me to apply rr)'relf to my 
lord-treafuicr all 1 could, upon my laft em- 
bafly into Holland ; and though I had ever 
fince told them both, I would live welLwdth 
them both, let them live as ill as they would 
one with another ; and my lord-treafurer had 
been fo realbiiablc as to be contented with 
it. 

Since the marriage, the king and the prince 
have fallen into the bulinefs abroad, and agreed 
upon the terms of a peace, which the king 
VoL.VlJI. E will 
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will offer to France, and Aich as they both con- 
clude will fecure Flanders. They both agree.thal 
] mud of neceffity go to Paris immediactly 
upon this errand, and bring a poiitive anfwer 
from that court within a time prefixed. I 
never undertook any journey more unwillingly^ 
knowing in wbrt opinion f Hand already at 
that court ; how deeply they refent the prince’s 
match without their communication, or the 
leali \v(;rd i j their ambaffadcr here ; and with 
how littU; reafon I can hope to be the welcomer 
for this e.' .nd. But the king will abfolutely 
hav^‘ it, and fo f have madf my fmall pre- 
paration and ihnd tr be \aihiii two 
days ’ whicL «ii ,it urefenr, but to alk your 
bkiliiig* and ^,ouofiny being, 

S I R, 

Your, &C4 


To the Pudee of Orange. 


London, Decembers. 1677. 
May it pleafe your Highnefs, 

I Should, by laftpoll, have rejoiced with 
your highnefs upon the news of your happy ar- 
rival, and upon the refolotions that have been 
taken here fkite you went,in thofe affairs wherein 
your highnefs is fo deeply concerned ; but 
that my lord-treafuritr’s letter to you upon 

this 
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tl\ts fubjefl, was To long and fo particular, that 
nothing could be added to it for your high* 
ncfs’s information or fritlsfaftion : and there*- 
fore I refolved not to trouble yoj with the 
fame thing by that poff, and from fo much a 
worfe hand. I ftippofe my lord-ambiffador 
Hyde will have fiiewed yom highnefs his in- 
ilruflions, and Mr. fecretary’s letter upon that 
occafion ; which agreeing io mily with vihat 
my lord -trea^irer writ, muilhave left you in no 
doubt of tholl' icfoluiions being taken here: 
and yet I thought you/ highnefs ^vf)llld n*n be 
dirrlcifLu to from me, that * am of 

opinii.n they a-r u, and^ which more, that 
the O', V, 1.1 po xui 10 great a height ia 
them as an/ mm, in cal‘^ Fiance gives them 
the occafion, by their cU.fwer to what Mr. 
Mountague goes away with to dav ; and that 
his highnefs will ablblutely conclude from 
thence, what their good intentions arc or have 
been to the king. 

Though I have this fecond time excufed 
myfclf from attciiding upon your highnefs, and 
thereby devolved his majelly’s commands upon 
Mr. Hyde once more, yet, I hope, your high*- 
nefs will pardon me, fince I have only referved 
myfelffor the next occafion, which, I expc£f, 
will be of more moment, and within a very 
little time. For the prelent, I only defirc 
your highnefs will pleafe to give your anfwer 
to what Mr. Hyde carries you, in fuch manner 
as may be fully to his majelly’s Iktisfaflion ; 
and if you Ihould fcruple the doing it to any 
£ 2 other 
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other hand, that you would, at leaft, do it 
an a private letter to his majcfty’s own, which 
not go farther than to ihofe hands by 
all your highnefa^s concerns have been 
bitheito tranfafled. 

I Isope your highnefs will think to write 
particularly to the duke, as well as the king, 
in acknowiedgnrent and applaufe of th/fe late 
refolution^; and my Iord-trca!urcr will dt- 
ifcive it too by the great part he has had in 
them. 

I aik your hlghnefi’s pardon for the length 
and ionhdcnce of this letter, and your iullice 
3.11 believing me ever whati lliali ever be, with 
perfect devotion, 


S I R, 


Your Mighnefi’s, &c. 


Aftci haling performed all theh. fervices to 
the crown and kingdom, in me year 1679, 
bir William Temple was again follitited to 
4?nter upon the office of fecrciary ot ftace, but 
he declined it upon account of the uncertain 
iltuation of affairs; at the fame time advifing 
-the king 10 form a new council, of which 
-he was appointed one; though afterwards, 
•upon the change of meafures at court, and the 
rfrecdom with which he delivered his opinion. 
Ills name was (truck out of the council^ 
^dok. 


This 
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This gave him occafion to fend the king- 
word, That he would live the reft of his life 
as good a fabjeft as any in his kingdoms, but 
never meddle again with f.ub!io atiairs : — A 
refolution which he inviolably tnainttined, 
fpending the remainder Lis davs :.t Moor- 
Paik, near Farnham, in Surry, without having 
the leaft previous knovvledr*e of the pr'nce ot' 
Orange’s expedition to Fngl.ind u\ end. 

rcfufing the earneft foil ic.it Ion*; oi that prince, 
when he was advanced to the throne, to engage 
him. in his fervice, and to be fecrctary of 
ftate, though he was often confulted by him in 
his moft fee ret and important aftairs. Indeed 
it is a common thing lor men, vvlio live in the 
fplendor and hurry of courts, fometimes to- 
wim for a rctre.it, where they may relieve ^ 
tficmfelves after tne fsugiic of ftate and bull- 
ritfs , yet they fcldom do retire but when they 
knov i.ot howto flay any longer: lb that the 
contc.npt of a court is, in many meti, but a 
conlriv?*’C" of felf-lovc to ilc-v'i.iie the morti- 
fication Cl’ bring extluvlid by undervaluing 
greatnefs and thole that arc in power. On the 
o^ther hand, nothing is more difficult, to the- 
generality of men, who have enjoyed the pomp 
and plealures of a court, than to finifh- the 
remainder of their liv^s in privacy and retire- 
ment ; for few' perfons hav^ fo rich a fund in 
riienifelvcs, as to fupply and fill up the gtc..t 
chafms whiclt the want of public bufinels .r'd- 
diverCon Iciives on their mind j : but S;j Vvd- 
K ; 
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liam Templo had thehappincfs to efcape both 
thefc inconvcntencies ; and, as his retiring 
from bufinefs was in alt appearance voluntary, 
fo his contempt of greatnefs and fplendor \\a^ 
the refult of arherough knowledge of theemp- 
tunls aiid vanity of ihofe glaring ohjecls. He 
was fenfible, that there v^as liale in a court 
but a perpetual exchange of falfe friendlhip, 
pretended hon^Qy, feeming confidence, and 
di(igr.ing gratitude ; fo tii.it ihofe, who, as 
^‘.i^ William, aflcd upon a finccre bottom, and 
gave rtaliiiea in -lead of (hews, profefltrd them- 
fclves as great bubbles as fuch as gave good 
money when counterfeit coin palled for current 
payment. 

He had, by long experience, made the efli- 
mute of the advantages of a private life above 
thofe of a public ; and was thoroughly con- 
vinced, That the bleilings of innocence, fe- 
curity, meditation, good air, health, and 
found fleep, were clearly preferable to the 
fplendor of courts; confidering the flavilh at- 
tendance, the invidious competitions, fervilc 
flattery, and the mortal difappointments that 
ufuilly attend th^m. He fet the frowns of 
princes, the envy of thofe that judge by hear- 
fay, and the innumerable temptations, vices, 
and exceiTcs of a life of pomp and picafure, 
in ballance againft the fmiles, of bounteous 
nature, the diverfion of healthful exercifes for 
the body, and the folid and lafling entertain- 
ments of the mind ; aad concluded. That he 

that 
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that is a ilave in the town^ is a kind of petty- 
prince in the country. 

To be very particular in annalyzing hit 
works, would be foreign to our purpofc > yet 
we mull not omit mentioning his Memoirs, 
which have not been equalled by any that have 
writ fince him. They are the more ufcful 
becaufe they take in the principal parts of the 
reign of Charles 11 . and without them wc 
(hould have but an imperfed account of many 
particulars in that unequal adminiilration. The 
iecond part dipt firll into the world, without 
the knowledge, as it was faid, thougli moil 
believe without the connivance, of the author/ 
They confift not only of many domeftic af- 
fairs relating to the court of England, but of 
the principal foreign negotiations began in 
1673, and ended in 1678, in the treaty of 
Nimeguen, and with the general peace of Ea- 
rope ; all laid open with hrmnefs and impar* 
tiality, as well as clearntfs and fimplicicy. 

The firft part was never publilhed at all, 
but is very well fupplu’d by a great number of 
letters and public papers ; which fufhciently 
ihcwfi what a vigorous adlor Sar William Tem- 
ple Avas, how great a ftatefnian he proved, and 
how much a mailer of bufinefs and poli- 
ticks. 

The third part appeared Ibtne yeara after 
his death; which, though complained of as 
being publilhed without confent of relations, 
was never charged with being the leaft fpuri- 
ous. This, though fhortell in compafs, both 
E 4 as 
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as to time and matters, yet, keeping clofe to 
Engliih ad niiniil ration at home, anddifcover- 
kg greater depths of thofe affairs, we take it 
to be the moi); ufcfal and enlightning of the 
three. 

Here are laid open, not only the fecret 
fjprings of many actions which were generally 
unknown before, but all the fubtle arts and 
proje£tions of minifters of ilate, with thofe 
various windings and turnings with which 
llrangcrs are fo often perplexed and confounded 
in court. Here the difpofitions and aims of 
fome great men, as the lord Shaftfbury, F.f* 
fex, &c. are fo effefluully, as well as hand* 
fbmely expofed, that many of one party arc 
willing to have the credit of it called in quef- 
tion : but, as it has long flood, fo no doubt 
but it will continue to Hand, theteft againH all 
opponents. 

We lliall fay nothing further of. his writing*, 
but only obferve, that, when the reader comes 
to perufe ilje whf le, he will readily form to 
hinifelf ihe general charafler of an accom- 
plifl.td gertU^man, a penetrating politician, a 
wife patriot, and a learned man : and, if ihia 
great idea fnould be really fhaded by fome 
touches of vanity and the fpleen, he may cafily 
confidcr that the gieateH and wifeil men have 
not always been exempt from thofe very fail- 
ings and imperfe^^tlons ; and that the former 
might arife from fome peculiar excellencies in 
his charatler ; and tl.L- latter from fome un- 
ijoaimon piovocations of thole who dilfeted 

from 
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fi^om him either in politicks or in learn- 
ing -y and in both, perhaps, without his being 
the aggreiror* 

In the latter cafe, we think he was too 
hardly, if not too dengneJly, attacked, firft 
by Mr. Wotton, and then by Dr. Eentlcy ; 
and, that he was treated after a too rigid man- 
ner, and too fcholalHcal and critical a way, 
for a gentleman of his genius and iu. 

perior education^ and one who was fo leaJy 
to oblige the public in an caiy, free, and beau- 
tiful way of delivering his thoughts aiid lenti- 
snent.s. 

I’his a little raifed his indign.ition, and 
forced him to fay, in his anhver, That the 
Clitics aifr a race ot ichoIarj> I am very little 
acquainted with j having aKva}s cfltemcd them 
but like biokcKs who, having no Hock of their 
own, fet up and trade with that of other men ; 
buying here, ajul felling thue, and commonly 
abufnig all fide."', to nnikc out ^ Jiitle palt/y 
gpir, cither of money or credit, for iheiri- 
lelvfs, and care not at whofe coft. 

Then, after acknowledging the ufefulncA 
of fuch perfens at the firft reftoration of learn- 
ing, and the copies after the antients, he could 
but look upon the latter fort as a degenerate 
race ; and was provoked to declare, 

“ There is, I think, no fort of talent fo 
defpicable as that or fuch common critics who 
can, at bell, pretend to value themfelves by 
difeovering the defaults of other men, rather 
that) any worth or merit of their own : a fort 
E 5 of 
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of levellers, that will needs equal the beft and 
richell of the country, not by improving their 
own cftates, but reducing ihofe of their neigh-^ 
hours, and making them appear as mean and 
wretched as themfelvesi’* 

In 1694, he had the misfortune to lofe his 
lady, who was eminent for the highed accom- 
pliftments, and particularly edeemed by queen 
Mary, with whom die had the honour to keep 
a condant correfpondence by letters, in which 
die had an admirable turn of wit, and a pecu- 
liar elegance and beauty of expreiTion. 

Sir William furvived her four years, and 
died in January, 1698, in his feventieth 
year, at Moor-Park ; where, according to the 
plain diredlions in his will, his heart was de- 
podted in a diver box, and buried under the 
fun-dial in his garden, oppodteto the window 
from whence he ufed to contemplate and ad* 
mire the glorious works of nature, with his 
beloved dfter, the ingenious lady GifFard ; a 
' lady who, as {he had (hared and relieved the 
£ttigues of his voyages and travels during his 
public negotiations, fo (he was the principal 
delight and comfort of his laft retirement and 
old age. 

His character is given by Dr. Burch as 
follows : 

** He had an extraordinary vivacity, with 
fo agreeable a vein of wit and fancy in his 
converfation, that no body was welcoroer in 
all forts of company ; but his humour was 
greatly affe£led by the (pleen in fudden changes 
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f)f veeather^ and efpecially from thecrofTes and 
difappointmcnts which he ^ often met with in 
his endeavours to contribute to the honour and 
fervice of his country. 

He was an exaA obferver of truth, thinking 
none, who had failed once, ought ever to be 
trailed again ; of great humanity and good 
nature ; his paifions naturally warm and quick, 
but tempered by reaibn. 

** He never Teemed buTy in his greateft 
employments, was devoted to his liberty, and 
therefore averfe to the fervitude of courts. 
He had been a paOionate lover, was a kind 
huiband, an indulgent father, a good mailer, 
an excellent friend, and, knowing himfelf 
be To, was impatient of the leail fufpicion or 
jealoufy from thofe he loved. 

** He was not without ilrong averfions, lb 
as to be uneafy at the hrft fight of fome whoiii 
he dilliked, and impatient of their converfa- 
tion ; apt to be warm in difputes and expofiu* 
lations, which made him hate the one and 
avoid the other ; being ufed to fay, That 
they might fometimes do well between lovers^ 
but never between friends. 

He had a very familiar way of converfe- 
ing with all forts of people, from the greateft 
princes, to the meaneil iWvants, and even 
children, whofe imperfeft language, and na- 
tural innocent talk, he was fond of, and 
made entertainment of every thing that could 
afford it. 
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** He was born to a moderate eilate, and 
did not much encreafe it during his employ- 
ments. 

His religion was that of the church of 
England, in which he was born and educated ; 
and, how loofc foever biihop Burnet, who was 
not acquainted with him, in the Hillory of 
his own Time, reprefents his principles to 
have been ; )et there is no ground for fuch a 
rededion given in his writings ; among which 
his excellent letter to the countefb of Eflex is. 
a convincing proof both of his piety and elo- 
quence. 

He was rather tall in flaturc ; his lhape, 
when young, veiy exad; bis hair dark brown, 
and curled naturally ; and, whilll that was 
eilcemed a beauty, no body had it in greater 
perfedion : his eyes grey, but lively ; and 
his body lean, but extremely adivc ; fo that 
none acquitted theil^I^es bcttei at all excr- 
cifes. 




THE 
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The LIFE or 

Robert Boyle. 


R obert bovine was a man fuperloi? 

to titles^ and almoft topniife; illoftnous 
by birth, by learning, ancTby virtue ; but moft 
fo as the author and encojuragcr of the New 
Philofophy ; by which he. has not only ren- 
dered his memory immortal, but has alfo de- 
rived honour to his country ; which, per- 
haps, is the greatcil felicity that human abili- 
ties can ever attain. 

He was the feventh fon^ and the. fourteenth 
child,., of Richajd, earl of Cork, He was 
born at Lifmore, in the county of Cork, and 

( rovince of Munfter, in th« kie^dom of Tre- 
ind, on the twenty-fifth of i6»6-7j 

and, though he was the his fa- 

ther’s fons who attained to i 3 i^h(^’;:\|wtboitt 
being honoured with a title, and al& the only 
one who did not dilUnguifh himfelrin public 
bufinefs; yet his life defcryes, to 'fe written 
.with the utmoil accuracy ; apd no" pains can 
be too great to fix ail ^e dates therein as ex« 
, a£My as it is poflible. 

His father, who was very JpW the 
Great, and might, with equal phsprfety, have 
been called the Wife, earl of Cork, com- 
mitted 
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mitted him to the care of a country nurfe, 
with in n ructions to bring him up as hardy as 
if he had been her own Ton ; which Ihe pur- 
fued» and thereby gave him a ftrong and vi- 
gorous conftitution, that he afterwards loii by 
beine treated with too great tendcrnefs. 

When he was about three years old, he had 
the misfortune to lofe his mother ; for which 
he (hews great regret, in fome memoirs that he 
has left us of the more early part of his life* 
clteejning it a fingular unhappinefs never to 
have feen one of his parents fo as to remem- 
ber her ; and the more fo, from the charadler 
he heard of her in her own family, and from 
all who knew her. 

Another accident happened to him while at 
nurfe, which gave him no fmall trouble as 
long as he lived, and that was, his learn- 
ing to flutter, by mocking fome children 
of his own age, and of whicl/, tho* no en- 
deavours were fpaicd, he could never be per- 
fectly cured. 

His father lent for him home when he was 
towards (even years old ; and, not long after, 
in a journey to Dublin, he ran a very great 
rifk of lofing his life, if one of his father’s 
gentlemen had not taken him' out of a coach, 
that, in pal&ng a brook, raifed by fome fud- 
den ihowers, was carried away by the ftream 
and beat to pieces. 

While at home, he was taught to write a 
very fair hand, and to fpeak French and Latin, 
by one of the earl’s chaplains, and a French- 
man that he kept in the houfe. 

u 
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In the year 163^, when he was turned of 
eight years old, his father thought fit to fend 
him to England, In order to his education at 
Eaton, under Sir Henry Wotton, the carl of 
Cork's old acquaintance and friend. With 
this view, in company with Mr. Francis 
Boyle, his elder brother, afterwards lord 
Shannon, he fet out for Youghall, and from 
thence, not without great danger of being taken 
by fome of theTurkiih pirates that then mfefied 
the Irifh coaft, he crofled the feas to England^ 
and landed happily at Briflol. 

On his arrival at Eaton, he was put under 
the care of Mr. Harrifon, then mailer of the 
Ichool ; of whofe attention for, and kindnels 
towards, him, he makes very honourable men* 
tion in his Memoirs ; and obferves. That it was 
chiefly by the prudent methods he purfued, that 
he came to have that tafle and relifli for learn- 
ing, for which, even in the earlier part of his 
life, he grew fo remarkable. While he re- 
mained at Eaton, there were feveral extraor- 
dinary accidents that befel him, of which he 
has given us an account^ and which one 
would fcarce think it poflible he fliould have 
remembered fodiftipfWy, confidering they hap- 

E ned before he was nine years old, if the 
ters that he wrote about that time were not 
Hill preferved ; which fufliciently demonftrates 
how capable he was of collefting and preferv- 
ing what ever appewd to him worthy of no- 
&ceg even io the time of his childhood , lb 

that 
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that we may well believe what he relates of 
his own care in this refped, from the telli mo- 
nies that Hill remain of his having a wit fo 
much fuperior to his years. 

He remained at Eaton, in the whole, be- 
tween three and four years; and then his fa- 
ther carried him to his own ftat, at Stalbiidge 
in Dorfetlhirc ; where he remained, for foine 
time, under the care of Mr. William Douch, 
then parfon of the place, and one of the earl of 
Cork’s chaplains. 

In the autumn of the year 1638 he attended 
his father to London, and remained with him, 
at the Savoy, till his brother, Mr. Francis 
Boyle, efpoufed Mrs, Elizabeth Kiliigrew ; 
and then, towards the end of the month of 
O^lober, within four days after the marriage 
was celebrated, the two brotliers, Francis and 
Robert, were fent abroad upon their travels, 
under the care of Mr. Marconi bes, who had 
formerly been governor to the lords Kincal- 
meaky and Broghill. 

They embarked at Rye, in SulTex, and from 
thence proceeded to Dieppe, in. Normandy; 
from whence they travelled by land. to Rouen, 
fo to Palis, and from thepce to Lyons ; from 
which city they continued their journey to Ge- 
neva, where his governor had a family ; and 
there the two young gentlemen purfued their 
ftudies quietly and without interruption. Mr. 
Boyle, during his ftay here, refumed his ac- 
quaintance with the mathematics, or, atjeafl,. 

witlv 
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with the elements of that fcience, of which 
he had firft obtained fome knowledge at 
Eaton. 

He was now drawing towards fourteen, and 
his temper being naturally very grave and fe- 
rious, his thoughts were often turned on reli* 
gious fubjc(Sts, but, however, not without 
Ibme mixtu’e of doubts and difficulties, as 
hiinfelf acknowledges, about the certainty of 
the Chriilian revelation. This, inilead of 
having any bad effedls, w^as produftive of very 
good confequcnccs ; he examined cooly and 
circumftantially. the evidence in favour of the 
the Gofpel, and concluded, by dint of reafon- 
ing, that this was the only certain and furo 
way to falvation. 

We might poffibly fufpe^l the truth of this# 
con/idering his youth, and the little care that 
perjons at fuch years take, or indeed are capa^ 
ble of taking, in matters of fo great import- 
ance ; but it ib falls out, that we have an ori- 

S pr.al letter of his, written at this time to his 
ather ; which plainly proves that his capacity 
was, even at that early feafon, very capable of 
fuch arduous enquiries. 

While he remained at Geneva^ he made 
fome excurfions to vifit the adjacent country of 
Savoy ; and even proceeded fo far as to Gre- 
noble, in Dauphine, and took a view alfo cf 
thofe wild mountains, where Bruno, the firit 
author of the Carthuiian monks lived in foU? 
tude, at the time he ered^d that order. 


In 
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In September^ 1641, he quitted Geneva, 
and, paiTing through Switv.erland and the 
country of the Grilons, enteied Lombardy, 
and, taking his rout through Bergamo, Brc- 
feia, and Verona, arrived at Venice, and, 
having made a fhort flay there, returned to the 
Continent, and fpent the winter at Florence ; 
and, during his flay in that city, the famous 
Galileo died at a village not far from thence. 

While he refided in this fair city, he had 
an opportunity of acquiring the Italian lan- 
guage, which he underflood perfedlly, though 
he never fpoke it fo fluently as the French, of 
^hich he became Ib great a mailer, that, ai 
occaflon required, he p^fled for a native of 
the country in more places than one during his 
travels. 

About the end of March, he began his 
journey from Florence to Rome, which took 
up but five days; and, after having furveyed 
that famous city, the heats difagrccing with 
his brother, he returned to Florence, from 
thence to Leghorn, and fo by Tea to Genoa, 
He made but a Ihort flay there, and then pafs- 
ing through the county of Nice, crolTcd the 
fea to Antibes, from whence he went to Mar« 
feilles by land« 

He ‘was in that city in the month of May, 
1642, when he received his father’s letters, 
with a dreadful account of the rebellion juft 
then broke out in Ireland ; and advice, like- 
wife, that, with great difficulty, his lordfliip 
had procured two hundred and fifty pounds. 

which 
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which he remitted his Tons to enable them to 
return home ; but of this money they never 
faw a farthing ; for» being put into the hands 
of one Mr. Perkins, a conndcrable trader in 
the city of London, he proved unfaithful to 
his truft ; which drove thefc two noble youths 
to the utmofl didrefs, till, with much ado, 
their governor, Mr. Marco mbes, fupplied them 
with as much as brought them to Geneva, 
where they continued with him for fome time; 
and, having neither Aipplies nor advices fi om 
England, he was obliged, in order to enable 
them to go home, to uke up fome jewels on 
his own credit, which they difpofed of with as 
little lofs as might be, and, with the money 
thus produced, continued their journey for 
England, where they arrived in the year 
1644, 

On his arrival there he found his father 
dead ; and, though he had made an ample 
provifion for him, as well by leaving him his 
manor of Stalbridge, in England, as other 
confiderablc elUtes in Ireland, yet it was 
fome time before he could receive any mo>« 
ney. 

During this fpace he lodged with hi$ lifter, 
the lady Ranclagh ; and, by her intereft, and 
that of his brother lord Broghill, he procured 
proteflions for his edates in England and Ire- 
land from thofe who had the power then ^ 
their hands. He alfo obtained their ''leave to 

t o over, for a (hort fpace, into France ; pro- 
ably tliat he might have an opportunity of 

ictr 
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fettling his accounts with his good old go<* 
vernor and conftant friend Mr. Marcombes ; 
but he did not Hay long abroad, fince we 
find him, the December following, at Cam- 
bridge. 

In the month of March, 1646, he retired 
to his own feat at Stalbridge ; from whence he 
made various excurfions, fometimcs to Lon- 
don, fometimes to Oxford, applying himfelf 
as alTiduoufly to his iludies as his own circum- 
iUtnces, or thofe of the times, would permit ; 
and indeed it is very amazing to find, what a 
prodigious progreis he made, not only in ma^ 
ny branches of literature, but in fome that, 
have been always held the moll: difficult and . 
abflrufe. He omitted no opportunity of ob- 
taining the acquaintance of perfons dillin- 
guifhed for parts and learning ; to whom he 
was, in every refpef^, a ready, ufeful, and 
generous affillant; and vvith whom he main- 
tained a conftant correfpondcnce. He was alfa 
one of the firfl members of that fmall but 
learned body, which held its firft meetings at 
London, then lemoved to Oxford, filled by 
him, the InvifiLIc, by ihcmfelves, the Philo- 
fophical College; and which, after the reflo- 
ration, were incorporated and difilnguifhed, a» 
they well deferved, by the title of the Royal 
Society. 

<j,It is no fir.all honour to this worthy perfon, 
that, when he was fo young a man, his me- 
rit ^and knowledge gained him admittance 
an&ongft. perfons, the moil ciifiirgniflicd foriLis 
, ’ acuta- 
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ijcutencfs of their underftandings, and the fin- 
gularity, as well as extent, of their fcience, 
*rhc gicat diligence and application of Mr. 
Pioylc, was fo much the more to be efteemed 
and commended, as, at this time, his health 
was very much difordered by frequent fits of 
the Hone, a difeafe to which he was extremely 
fubjeO, and to which his fedentary life and 
•cloi'e application to his lluvlies, might poffibly 
contribute. But, notvvithllanding this, and 
the ficquent occafions he had to remove from 
place to place, fometimes on the fcore of bufi- 
nefs, at others to vifjt his many noble rela- 
tions ; yet he never fuficied his thoughts to be 
difordered, or the defigns he had formed to be 
broken or interrupted by any of thefe acci- 
dents, as appeals by his having cornpleatcd 
three regular and excellent pieces before he 
had reached the age of twenty : viz. his Se- 
raphic Love ; l.is F.flay on Millaken Modeliy; 
and the Sncaier filcnced ; to which he after- 
wards gave the title that it now bears, of A 
Free Difcourfc againft cuflomary Swearing. 
Beiidcs thefe, it plainly appears, as well from 
the writings he has publifl'.ed, as from many 
cf his private letters, ih.at he had made large 
colledions upon other fubjo^ts, from fome of 
tvldch he afterwards dre.v diilindl treatifes. 

The retired courfc cf life, which, for the 
fake of his health, from the bent of his tem- 
per, and fiom the natuie of his defig n:j, he 
look a pleafurc to lead, could not hinder his 
reputation from rifing to fuch a height as madtt 

him 
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him taken notice of by fome of the moil emi- 
nent members of the republic of letters ; fo 
that, in 1651, we find Dr. Nathaniel High- 
more, a very eminent phyfician, dedicating 
to him his Hdlory of Generation ; in which 
dedication he (liles hi m both his patron and 
bis friend. 

In 1652, he went over to Ireland, in order 
to vifit and fettle his eftates in that kingdom ; 
and there, if I am notmiftaken, he met with 
a fall from his horfe in a watery place, which 
gave him a very grievous fit of ficknefs. He 
returned from Ireland to England in AugOil, 
16^3, but was foon after obliged to return 
a^ain into that kingdom, where he fpent 
his time but very unpleafantly ; and it would 
have been iHll more lb, if it had not bpen for 
the acquaintance of Dr. Petty, afterwards Sir 
William Petty, who was his intimate friend, 
and one of the greatefl men of that or indeed 
of any other age. 

In the fummer of 16^4, he returned to 
England, and put in execution a deiign he 
bad formed when he was lad in this kingdom, 
of fettling at Oxford, as well for the fake of 
feveral of his ingenious friends, who refided 
there, as for the many and extraordinary 
conveniences which the place afforded, for the 

S roftcution of his beloved ftudies in peace. 

le choie to live there, in the houfe of Mr. 
CrofTe, an apothecary, rather than in a col- 
lege, for the fake of his health, and becaufe 
he had more room for making experiments. 
z It 
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It was now that he found hitnfelf forrounded ^ 
by a number of learned friends, who reforted 
thither chiefly for the fame reafonsthat he had 
done, the Invifible College, as he called it, 
or Philofophical Society, being now tranf- 
fcrred from London to Oxford. It was du- 
ring his refidence here, that he invented the 
air-pump, which was perfected for him, by 
the ingenious Mr. Hooke, in the year 1658 or 
1659; by the help of which he made fiich 
experiments as enabled him to difoiver and 
demonflrate fcveral qualities of the air, hf 
which he laid the foundatioDS for a conipleat 
theory. 

He was not, however, fttisfied with this, 
but laboured incefTantly in coIlcAing and di» 
getting, chiefly from his own experiments, 
the materials requifite for this purpofe. He 
declared againtt the pbilofopby of Ariftotle, 
as having in it more of words than tbingr, 
promiflng much and performing little; in 
Ihort, giving the inventions of men for indu- 
bitable proofs, inllead of the refult of fuch 
enquiries as draw the knowledge of the works 
of nature from nature herlelf. 

He was fo careful in, and fo zealous for, 
the true method of learning by experiment, 
that, though the Carteflan philofbphy made 
then a great noiie in the world, yet he would 
never be perfuaded to read the works of Des 
Cartes, for fear he (hould be amufed and led 
away with a fair pretence of reafoning, and 
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plaufible accounts of things grounded purbly 
on conjecture. 

But philofophy and enquiries into nature, 
though they engaged his attention deeply, did 
not occupy it entirely, fince we find that he 
Hill continued to purfue his critical lludies, in 
which he had the afliilance of fomc as great 
men as have ever flouri'flied in this kingdom, 
particularly Dr. Edward Pococke, Mr. Tho- 
mas Hyde, and Mr. Samuel Clark. He had 
alfo a Ilrid intimacy with Dr. 7 'homas Bar- 
low, at that time head keeper of the Bodleian 
Library, and afterwards bilhop of Lincoln^ a 
man of various and extenfivc learning. He 
was likewife the patron of the very learned 
Dr. John Pell, an eminent mathematician ; 
and the famous Dr. John V/allis, who diflin- 
guifhed himfelf in that and other branches of 
learning, did him the honour to dedicate to 
him his. excellent treatife on die Cycloid. 

In 1659, being acquainted with the cir- 
curnllances of the learned Dr. Robert Sander- 
fon, afterwards bifhop of Lincoln, he bellowed 
on him a llipcnd of hfty pounds a year ; and 
that great man thankfully acknowledged the 
obligations he was under to fo generous a 
patron, in a dedication of his LeClures, which 
were printed at Oxford the fame year. 

After the reftoration, he was treated with 
great civility and relpeCl by the king, and 
with much afFeCliou and eRcem by his two 
great miniflers, the lord-trcalurer Southamp- 
ton^ and the lord- chancellor Clarendon, by 

whom 
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mefi holy drde^y 
of which he had v&j feiioaa thoughts, but at 
laft thoc^t 'fit tadedine it, ujpon veryju^. 
aad 4 ifini^ati^d ^lOilives. The fame year he 
publiifaed tWoof his firfl; pieces, one of which 
was printed at OxfytA, utid the other at Lon* 
*dofi ; the former wathis blew Experiments 
toothing the fpringof the air, which be .ad- 
^reified to his nephew 'the ford DuOj^rrat^ 
and this drew bini into a controvert with 
Francifcns Ltnvs, and the famonis Mr. Tho.» 
tnas Hobbes, whole oh^ffiions he refuted 
with equal candout, cltameft* and civility. 
The fecofld was hit difcourfe on Seraphic 
Love, aiH) both pieces werefe^ived with unl» 
v^falaopbofti Thefameof his great learn<- 
ing ana abiKties extended itfelf, even at thhi 
time* beyond the bounds of our iiland> & 
that the Grand Duke of Tufeany, a prince 
dtitingntihed for learning, defired Mr. Souths 
well, then Reiident at Florence; to acquaint 
Mr, Boyle with his defire of holding a correft 
pondcUce with him. ^ 

In 1661, he pubKlhed his Phyfiologicat 
BiTays, anxi other trails, which added greatly 
to the efteem, that all true lovers of learning 
had for his knowledge in things' of this na- 
ture. Some time aim he feirt apu^eC 

curious and excellent work, Inthled, The 
Sceptical Chymift, which was printed at Ox- 
ford; but feveral treajtifes that 'are mentioned 
in this and the former worl^ as btfiiig in grpaf 
forwardneis, and which the v/orU very im-* 
VoL, VIII, F patiently 
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patiently expeAed», were afterwards 
hurry of removing bis effeds at the time of 
the great fire. 

In 1662, a grant of the forfeited impro- 
priations in the kjngc|Qm of Ireland, was 
obtained from the king in Adr. Bale's name, 
tho’ without his knowledge, which did no( 
hinder, his interedin^Mhimfelf very warmly,* 
for procuring the apj^cation of thefe impro- 
priations, to the piomoting true religion and 
learning. He ihterpofed likewife in favour of 
the corporation ^or propagating the gofpel in 
New England, and was very inilrumental in 
obtaining a decree in the court of Chancery, 
for reftoring to that corporation an . eilate, 
which had been injuriou/ly repoflef^4 <^ne 
colonel Bedingfield, a papili, whpbad (old it. 
to them for a valuable confideration. His hc-i 
tivity in matters of this nature was^ fo much 
the more honourable, as he was naturally in-, 
dined to, and, generally fpeaking, followed 
that inclination in leading a private and re- 
tired life. But whenever the caufe of virtue, 
learning, or religion required it, his intereil 
and endeavours were never wanting, and, by 
the peculiar blefling of providence, were fel- 
dom employed but. with iuccefs. 

ib63.the Royal Society being incorpo- 
rated" by king Charles 11 . by letters patent 
dated the twenty- iecond of April, Mr. Boyle 
was appointed one of the council, and as he 
might be Juftly reckoned among the founders 
of that learned body, fo he continued one of 

its 
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iti ajkd induRfioiii members, dur- 

iag #e wlmle courfe his.Jife« In the month 
of June 1663, he publi&ed his Confidera*- 
tjons on the Ufefalnefa of Experimental Na- 
tural Pfailofophy» which conMed of feveral 
effiiys Oft ftferuland curious fubjedls, in which 
they are handled with ^eat freedom, from a 
joil^ zeal for truth, and for 'the common 
benefit of mankind, the points whidi he had 
always in view 'when he took his pen in hand. 
Thafe pieces, thus pabliflied, were, ai himfeif 
tells us, written on leveral oecaiions, to feveral 
perfon8,and at different times; buta^notwith- 
ttandkigthis, they hada mutual relafi<m to eai^ 
Other, which made them fall very aptly under 
one common title, he took this method of 
fending Aem abroad, that the world in gene<r 
ral xn^t receive that fatisfadtion, which. jpar- 
ticular friends ^ had tellified on the perufal of 
them in writing. Thefe were followed by 
Experiments and Confiderations upon Colours, 
to which was added, a letter, containing Ob- 
fervations upon a diamond that fliines in the 
dark, a treadfe full of curious and nfeful re- 
marks, on the hitherto unexplained doftrine 
of light and colours ; in which he ftews great 
judgment, accuracy, and pet^tration, and 
may be faid tO have the way to that nHgh- 
ty genius, who has fince fet that important 
point in the cleareft and mofl; convincing light 
pofiible. 

He likewife publi/hed this year his Confi- 
derations on the Style of the Holy Scriptures, 
F 2 which 
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Avhich was extra^ed from a much Isngfsr worfe^ 
intitkd> An Eflay on Scripture, th^aMls^^er- 
wards pabliihed by F. P. A. G. F. h that is, 
Peter Pett, Attorney- General fbr fntlairdjf 
terwards Sir Peter P«(t, a mair of great r^d« 
jnei, a volaminoos writer^ but 0f an OffTettMl 
judgment, ibr whom, on accduot of bia w)rll« 
meaning aod upright intUnrtton, Mr«^ Boffe 
had a great regaro. 

In 1664 Mr. Boylewaa ele^ed into the 
•compMf!^ of Royal Mkier, ^nd was all this 
year taken la)) in the prQfeaition of various 
gjood dtlignti and more efpecially In promoN 
Ingthe ailairs or Bie corporation fbrpropagat* 
iwg the §ofpel in New England, •which, in 
all prc^b}:iity, was thereafon that hetiid irot 
ibatl abroad'ihis year any treaiiies, dthet of 
eeligkmor pbilofophy. ' 

In 1665 came abroad his Oecafional Re- 
dlc^ions upon ieveral Subjefls, to which is 
prehxed, A Difcourfe concerning ' the Nature 
•and Ufe of fnch Kind of Writings. 7 'his 
|nece, tho’ now publiihed, bad been written 
xrmny years before, when the authoj* was a 
young man^ at times, and under circum* 
^hiftces, when few would have written any 
thiing, and notie could have written bettei^ 
The attack made upon it, (hefefbro, by a )u- 
dkroua writer, may be truly affirmed to be as 
<»tiel>andunjitn, as it is trivial and indecent. 
A ihort time after he publiihed Experiments 
Obfervations rektive to an Experimentnl 
iijftoryof (pold, with fevdolpicoea thereunto 
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ftftftexed. This work of his, as it was juftlf 
admiWd th«n, fo it has been always in great 
eflecm iiiwSCt and may be truly faiii to have 
been the firft work publilhed, that gave in- 
quificive men any real, light into the fabje£t$ 
which are^therein examined. 

His majefty king Charles It. had now an 
opportunity of (hewing his own great juJg- 
ment in men, from his efteem and afftu^ion 
towards Mr, Boylt*, for Dr. John Meredith,^ 
Pfovoft of E'Uon, dying in Augud 1665, the 
king, unafked and unfoUicited, appointed 
Mr. Boyle for hir fuccefibr. This was certmn- 
3 y, all circumftanccs eoTifidcred; the ffttett 
eaiploytSieat for him in the kiftgdotn ^ yet, 
after mature deliberation^ iho’ contrary to tlu; 
advice of his friends, he ablblutely declined 
h, bccaufe he thought the duties of flie em* 
ployment might interfere with his (hidics ; 
lie was unwilling to quit that coiufe of life,, 
which, by experience, he found fo fuitahle to- 
his temper and coiiftitution ; and, above all, 
he was unwilling' to enter into holy orders, 
which he was periuaded w'^as necclTary to qaa-^ 
lify hiixifeir for it. 

In this year, and in the next,. he was pret- 
ty much exercifed in looking into an affair 
that made a very great itolfe in the world, and 
the decidon of which, from the high reputa<* 
tion he had gained, was in a manner univei*. 
fally cxpcdled from Mr. .Boyle. The cafe waa 
this, one' Mr. Valentine Greatraks, an Iridic 
gentleman, perfuaded himfclf that be had 

E 3 Recur- 
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peculiar gift of curing difeafes by Aroklng^ ill 
which, tho’ he cerUinly foccecded often# yet 
he foiTietimes failed, and this Oceifion^ a 
great controvert in which moR of the par- 
ties concerned addreAed themfelves to Mr. 
Boyle, who conducted himfelf with fuch wif- 
dom and prndence, as to get out of this af- 
fair without any lofs of credit, which, all 
things con hdered,. cannot but be eAcemed a 
^very high proof of his wifdom. 

In 1666 Dr. John Wallis addreffed to Mr. 
Boyle An HypotheAs about the Flux and 
ReAux of the Sea. The famous phyfician. 
Dr. Thomas Sydenham, dedicated to him, in 
the fame year, his Method of curing Fevers, 
grounded upon his own Obfervatlons, a little 
piece, written in Latin,' and truly worthy of 
fo great a man. Himiclf likewife publiAied 
that year, his HydroAatical Paradoxes, made 
Out by new Experiments, for the moA part 
phyikal and eafy, which he fent abroad at the 
rtrjueA of the Royal Society, thofe experi- 
ments having been made at their defire about 
two years before. He alfo publiAied that year 
another celebrated treatife of his, intitled. 
The Origin of Forms and Qualities, accord- 
ing to the Corpufcular Phtlofophy, iliuArated 
by Experiments ; a treatife which did equal 
honour to the quicknefs of his wit, the depth 
of his judgment, and his indefatigable pains 
in learching after truth. - 
* We mull likewife obferve, that both in 
this, and in the former year, he communi- 
cated 
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tatcd t# his friend, Mr; Oldenburgh, feveral 
curious and excellent fhort treatifes of his, 
upon a great variety of iubje^ls, and others 
tranfniitted to him by his learned friends both 
at home and abroad, which are^ printed and 
preferred in the Philofophtcal 'tranfadlions of 
the Royal Society. 

It is very obfervable, that in the Warm con- 
troverfy raifed in relation to that fociety, Mr. 
Boyle efcapcd all cenfurc, which is more ex- 
traordinary, confidering that Mr. Stiibbe, 
who was the great antagonift of the learned 
hillorian of that fociety, was one who fet 
no bounds to his rage, and fcenied to make it 
a point, toraife his i^fentmentin proportion, 
av there wanted grounds for it; Yet even 
this choleric and furious writer had To high 
an efieem for Mr. Boyle, that at the very tiihe 
he ftli npon the fociety in a manner fo^ ex- 
cufable, he failed not to write frequently to 
our author, in order to convince him, that 
how angry foever he might be with that body 
of men, yet he preferved a juft refpefl for bit 
great learning and abilities, and a true fenfe 
of the many favours he had conferred upon 
him. 

- About this time our author reiblved to fettle 
himfelffor life in London, and removed for 
that purpofe to the houie of his fifter, the lady 
Ranelagh, in Pall-Mall, to the^ infinite bene- 
fit of the learned in general, and particularly 
to the advantage of the Royal Society, to 
whom he gave great and continual aHiftance, 
F 4 He 
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He had UkcwiTc his let hours for reeeivinf. 
(uch as came, either to defire his help, or to 
communicate to him any new difeoveriet in 
ibience. Befides which, he kept a very ex* 
lenfi^e wrrerpondence with perfons of the 
{;reateft figure, and moft famous for learning 
m all parts of Europe. 

In i66g he publifbed his Continuation of 
new Experiments, touching the Spring and 
Weight of the air ; to which is added, A, 
Difeourfe of the Atmofphercs of Confident 
Bodies; and the fame year he reviled, and 
made many additions to feveral of his former 
trads, fome of which were now tranilated in* 
to Latin, in order to gratify the curious abroad, 
with whom Mr. fioy^ fiood in as high refiuta- 
tion, as wdth all the lovers of learoiug at 
homer . In Che fucceeding year he. pubHmd 
a book thai.occafioned much fpeculacioi!» as. 
it Teemed to contain a vaft .treafure of new 
knowledge, that had never been communicat- 
ed to the world bcfoie, and this grounded up- 
on aQual experiments and arguments jullly 
drawn from them, inilead oi that notional 
and conjeftura) philofophy, which, in the be- 
ginning of this century, had been fo much un^ 
falhion. I'he title of thu treatifewas. Of the 
Cofmital Qualities of Things. 

About this time Dr. Peter de Moulin, the 
foQ of the famous French divine of the fame 
name, who had travelled with Mr.^ BoyJe’a 
nrphewv dedicated him his CpUcdion of 



ROBERT' B O Y L' E. lb;; 

Jbatin Poems, But in the midft of his du* 
dies, and other ufefal employ menrs, he was 
attacked by a fevere paralitic diilemper, of 
which, cho* not without great difficulty, he 
got the better, by adhering firidly to a proper 
xegimen. 

In 1671 hejpubUihed.Confiderationson the 
UrefiUnefs of Experimental and Natural Phi* 
lofophy, the fecond Part ; as alfo, A Collfec* 
rion of Trafls upon feveral afeful and impor* 
tant Points of PraAical Philofophy, both, 
which works were received as new and va- 
luable gifts to the learned world. In 167 a. 
came abroad his Eflay about the Origin an 4 
Virtue of Gems, in which, according to krs 
ttiual coftom, he treated an old and beaten 
fubjed in a very new and efeful manner t fo 
that it may be truly faid, that he not only 
threw «n additional Kght iroon a very dark 
and difficult fubjefk, but aim pointed out the 
only certain method of acquiring a. perfefl 
knowledge of the, nature and virtues (if any. 
foch the^ be) of all kinds of precious ftone^\ 
Be publifhed alfo, rite fame year, another 
Colledion of Trads, touching the Relatimi, 
between Flame and Air and feveral etimr 
fill and curious (ubjefts, befides fumiibing ih 
this, and in the foriher year, a great number 
of fliort Differtations upon a, vaft variety of 
mpics, addrefied to the Royal Society, and 
ituextcd in their Tranfafiions* 
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In the year 167} he lent abroad his Eilays 
on the {Irange SubtUty, great Efficacy, atid 
determinate Nature of Effluvia ; to which 
were added, Vaiiety oL Experiments on dth:r 
Subje£ls. The fame year Anthony Le Grand 
dedicated to inm his Hiftory of Nature, 
which he pubhfhed in Latin: and in this de- 
dication the author gives a large account of 
the great reputation which Mr, Boyle had 
acquired in foreign parts, in 1674 Mr. 
Boyle publiflied A Colledion of Trads on the 
Saltnels of the Sea, the Moidure of the Air, 
the natural and preternatural State .of Bodies, 
to which he prefixed, A Dialogue concerning 
Cold. 

In the fame year he fent abroad a piece 
that had been written near ten years before, 
intitlcd, The Excellency of Theology com- 
pared with the Natural Philofophy« in an 
Epiftolary Difeourfe to a Friend. This trea- 
tife, in which are contained a multitude of 
curious and ufeful, as well as jtiil: and natuial, 
obfervations, was written in the time of the 
great plague, when the author was forced to 
go from place to place in the country, and 
had little orno opj^rtunity of conAilang hxa 
books. He alfp communicated to the world, 
the fame year, anoth^ ColleAion of Tradls, 
comprehending fome Sufpicions about hidden 
Qualities of the Air, Animadverfions upon 
M . Hobbes’s Problem about a Vacuum, A 
Difeourfe of the Caufe of Attra^ion by Suc- 
tion ^ in which feveral pieces, as there are ma- 
ny 
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ny Aew difcoveries made, fo fevexal old errors, 
and groundlefs notions, are refuted and ex- 
ploded, . 

Jn 1675 printed Some Conliderations 
about the Kecpncilablenefs of Reafon and Re- 
ligion, by T. £. Layman ; to which was 
annexed,' A Difeourfe about the Poffibility 
of the ReAirxe^lion, by Mr. Boyle. The 
reader will obferve, that the former, as well 
as the latter, was of his writing, only he 
thought fit to mark that with the final letters 
of his name, and tho* the firft of thefe dif- 
courfes pr.omifes a fecond part, that however, 
was not publiflied. Amongil other pieces that 
he this year communicated to the Royal Society, 
there were two papers connected into one dif- 
courfe, chat deferve particular notice ; the for- 
mer was Jmitled, An Experimental Difeourie 
of Qgickfilyer growing hot with Cold ; the 
other related to the fame fubje^, both of 
them containing difeoveries worthy of fo great 
a man, and fa& that only on his credit could 
be. believed. 

In 1676 Mr. Boyle publilhed his Experi- 
ments and. Notes about the Mechanical Origin 
of parckttlarr Qnalities, by ieveral difcouriea 
on a great variety of fubjeAsi and, amongft 
the reft, he treats very largely, apd, accord- 
ing to bis wonted method, very accurately, 
otEledricity* He had been for many years 
a DireAor of the Eaft-^ndia company, , and 
very ofeftil in this capaci^ greiU bo- 

F 6 ofy 



10 * ffirrTrsH peutarcu. 

dy, more ffpecially in procuring thar charter) 
and the only return he expefted foV hi» labour 
in this Kfpe£t, was, the engaging the Cmn- 
pany to Come to feme refolntion in- favoor of 
the propagation of the goifpel, by means of 
their ftourilhing factories in that part of the 
world }, and, at a protrf^ of has own kiclinao 
tion to contribute, at hv as it him bty} for 
that purpofe, he eanfed five hundred ca|Met 
^ th«Gofpds andA^ of the Apofties, in the 
•Idtdayan tongtw, to be printed at <^ford, 
and fent abroiul at his own expenae, as ap> 
spears from the Dedication prefixed by his 
triend Dr, Thomas Hyde, to that-tranflation,- 
whiefa was pobliihed under hit diraCUon. 

There came abroad, the fame year, a Mif- 
aeQattaoos Collection of his Works in Latin,- 
printed at Geneva, but without bin know* 
ledge, of which them it a large aceennogiven 
In the Fhiltribphieal TranfaMons. ' in 167? 
he commankated to Mr. Hooke, afterwards 
Dr. Hooke, the Ihort Memorial of Ibrae Ob- 
fervations made upon an artificial Sabftance 
Chat fthtet without any preceding Ulnftraiion, 
which that gentleman thought fit to make 

E iblk. He pohHlhed, »> tte Ama yeark his 
iitorical Acceont of a SegnidBrion of Gold, 
made by an AMi>Slhdr. This made a very 
great noHe both at bene and abroad, and is 
Stoked upon as one of diO meO remarkaUe 
']riecet diat'eVer Mfton hit pan, the&As 
siMsdnad fat which werid have bean aftetmrd 

in* 
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tncKdible, if they had fallen fram the pen of 
any other. _ 

In the year 16S0 he fent into the world dw- 
followmg traat, «z. The Aieml Noailnca^ 
and-a Procefs of a &£Utioiif feif 4 hinine Snb- 
flanee *, befides which, he pnblilhed alio fome 
fmal l difcourfet upon different ful^edb. It 
wa< upon the thirtieth ^ November, in this, 
year, that the Royal Society, a» a. proof of 
.their joft-fenfe of. his great vmthp- and of the 
conftant andpaitkalar fervicea, which, .thmugh 
theoourfeof -many years, he had rendered to 
their Sodety, made choice of him for their 
PrefidentfeW he betng extremely,, and, as 
himfelf feys, peei^tly tender is pmuo of 
oaths, dedined the honour done him* by a. 
letter addref^ to Mr. Profeffitr Hbohe of 
GteBriun'CoUcge.. He was aUo, wt^ : the 
comiufe dT diis yeaiv cnsfideraHe beaefaci* 
tor to^ds diepubliihing Dr. Bnntt^a HiAo- 
ry of the Reimmation, as he very readily was, 
on the -Ulte occafiosi, to- evciy pecfesaumce 
calculated for the general ufe and benefit of 
jaaiJcinde 

lit 168 1» he publiAcd hie Difoeaife of 
.Tluaga above Reafon ; and die fema year be 
,.WW eagaged ’» endeavounag.w- promote the 
.Moacbing and praavulgaUoo ..o| the G(%I 
.eoKWfft the ladiem bordeaing lyen New* 
Engkwd, In i68a, eame out hia New Ex. 
.geomanta and Qbimvatima upon, tbelw Hoe* 
.tiloea i tO'udia^ ia added, A Chyntcu Para* 
dox, making it probable tbatdicir PiiadpUa 

are 
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are tranfmotable, that out of ope of them 
others may be produced. The fame year, he 
cbmmanicated to the public,* The Second Part 
of his Continuation of New Expetiments 
touching the Spring and Weight of the Air, 
and a large Appendix, containing federal b'ther 
difcourfes. ' ^ 

He pubiifiied, in 1683, nothing . that I 
find, except a> ihort letter to the ^"reverejfid 
Dr. John Beale, in relation to the making 
freA water out of fak, poblifhfd at the re- 
quell of the patentees, who were embarked in 
Mr. Fitzgerald’s projefi for that purpofe, the 
propofals for which were addrelTed to Mr. 
Boyle ; and the author acknowledges therein 
the obligations ho was under to him for his af- 
.fiffanoe.' 

In^the Aieceeding year, ]684» he pfini^d 
,two very conliderabk Works. The firft was, 
his Memoirs for the Natural Hlllory of Hu- 
man Blood; and his fccond, Experiments and 
Confiderations about the Porohty of Bodies, 
^dividied into two parts; the firil relating to 
animals, the lecond to Iblid bodies : ana hk 
' works wng now grown to a veryconliderable 
bulk; the Celebrated DrV Ralph Cud worth, 
wbofe praife alone was -Aiificient to eitabUfii 
; any man’s title to fame, wrote to him in very 
preiSng terms, to make an entire collection of 
his feveral treatifes, and to publilh them in a 
body, , and in the Latin tongue, in his owh 
lifetime, as well out of regard to his repu- 
. tation, as to the general of manldnd. 
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and the peculiar fatisfaAion to the learned 
world. 

In 1685, he obliged the world with his 
Short Memoirs for the Natural Experimental 
Hiftory of Mineral Waters* with Direftious 
as to the feveral Methods of trying them^ in- 
cluding abundance of new and ufeful Re- 
marks, as well as feveral curious Experiments* 
He. gave the world alfo* in the fame year, 
another excellent work, etititled^ An EiTay of 
the great Efieds of languid and unheeded 
Motion ; with an Appendix, containing an 
Experimental Difcourfe of fome hitherto little 
regarded Caufes^of the Infalubrity and iSaiu- 
brity of the Air, and lt*s Effefis ; than which 
none of his treatifes were ever received, with 
greater or more general applauie* He pub- 
Hlhed, in the fame year, A Dilfertation on the 
Reconcilcablenefs of Specihc Medicines to the 
Corpufcular Philofophy ; to which is added* 
A Difcourfe of the Advantages attending the 
Ufc of Simple Medicines. To thefe Fhilpfb- 
phical, he added a moft excellent Theological 
Difcourfe, Of the high Veneration blanks In- 
telledl owes to God, {particularly fpr his Wif- 
dom and Power being a pare of. a much 
larger work, whi^ he fignifi^ to. the world, 
to prevent any exception from being taken at 
the abrupt manner of its beginning. 

At the entrance of ,tbe fucceeding year, 
1686, came abroad his Free Enquiry into the 
vulgarly received .Notion of Nature^ one of 
^be moft important and ufeful pieces that ever 
fCll from his pen ; and which will be always 

ad. 
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ftdmired and efleemed by fuch a« have a troe.: 
zeal for religion and intdligible philofophy. 
In the montb of ]vine». the fame year^ his 
friend Dr» Gilbert Barnet^, afterwards lord- 
bilhop of Sarnm, tranfmiued. to kirn from. 
Holland^ his account of his travels through-. 
France^ Swita^land, and Italy; which were 
afterwards publilhed. 

In 1687, a work which he had drawn up 
in his youth* entitled* The Martyrdom of 
Th^ora and D^dtmia* came from the prefs 
to the hands, of the public. In ii588* he 
obliged the world with a molt curious and 
nfeful treadfcj^enthledt A Dilfauifition into 
the final Canfes of Natural Things; and- 
whether* if at all* with what Canttoh a Natu* 
ralift fbould admit them. To which is added* . 
An Appendix about vitiated. Sight. In this 
piece ne treats*, with great judjement and per«. 
Ipicuity* many of the deepeft and moft ab« 
ilraAed notions in Philofophy and Religion*, 
fo as to-give fatisfaQion to the candid* with* 
out running into any ofienfive notions* in the 

S * m even of the mod critical reader 
is a felicity* that* in cafes of diis na- 
ture* has very rarely attended the writings, 
of any pther author than Mr.* Bc^le f whom 
care was ^ual to hii. qmcknefi* ahd v^ofe 
caution hindered him mm hazarding any 
thing that might fliock weak minds* or ten- 
der confciences. In the month of May* this 
year# our author* however unwilfing^* wan 

COUK 
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^nflrained to make his complaint to the pub* 
lie of fome inconveniences under which he 
had kmg laboured s which he did by an ad« 
vertifement addreifed to J. W. to be commu- 
nicated.. to fueb of his friends as were virtoofiy 
to inform them of the lofs of many of his 
writings, and that it might ferve ns an expla- 
natpry preface to Ibtne of hia zmilibted and 
un&nifhed pieces. 

One cannot well conceive any thing that 
gives a higher or more exprefBve notion of 
the worth and excellency of this great man, 
than this paper, which, had it come from 
any cuher ^rfon, would have been either re* 
garded as a common and trivia) advertifement, 
or as a very glaring mark of felf-conceit and 
vanity ; but, tn reference to Mr. Boyle, it 
appears tb aeceffary to himfe)/, that it cotild: 
iiot be omitted ; of fueb importance to tho 
pablic, that it cannot be* forgot ; and ib catf- 
tioufly digeded, as to raife our admiration and. 
dleem for its author. 

He began now to find that bis Ihealtfa, not- 
withdanciing all Ms care and caiuion, began 
ienfibfy to m^clijoe, and his Arength to decay 
whidi put him upon deviAng every method^ 
that was po^Qble for bulbandlug his time, far 
the future, for the benefit of the learned 
worW. In doing this, he preferred generals 
fp particulars ; and the afiiftence of the whole 
rjepublicof letters, to that of any branch, by. 
wba^ tics foevcLr he might be conneSed there-, 
with,. 

It 
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It was from this view, that he' no longer 
communicated particular difcourfesi or new 
•difcDveries, to the royal fociety, becaufe this 
could not be done without withdrawing his 
'thoughts from tafks which he thought of dill 
greater importance. It was the more fteadily 
to attend thefe, that he rcfigned his pod of 
g;overhdr of the corporation for propagHtihg 
the Gofpe] in New-England ; nay, he Vl^ein't 
fo for as to fignify to the world, that he could 
no longer receive vfdts as ufual ; and all this, 
that he might have leifure to put hi.*» papers 
in order ; to fapply the blanks he had left in 
many of his treatifes, and to repair the defi- 
ciences in others occafioned by the falling up* 
on them of corrodve liquors ; that, as he 
been ufeful to the public during the tvhole 
oourft of his life, fo the vaft colle£tions ^ he 
4eft behind him, of the importance of which 
he was the bed judge, might not prove ufelefa 
aifter his deceafe* ^Phis was certainly an in- 
dance of learned patriotifm, worthy of admi- 
-ration at lead, and, if fuch fT genius (bould 
ever arife again, of imitation. 

Among the otbef great works which, hy 
thia means, he gained time to finifli, there i» 
great reafon to believe, thet one was A Col- 
ledlion of Elaborate Procedes in Cbemidry ; 
concerning whkh he wrote a letter to a friend 
which is dill extant, but the piece -itfelf was 
never puhlilhed, nor fome other curious trafts 
velaong to the feme fubjedt, found amohgft 
his papers ; which has been confidered as an 

irrepara- 
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irreparable lofs to fuch as have a fondnefs for 
thefe kind of ftudies. 

In 1690, he publiihed his Me decina Hydro* 
ftatica: or, Hydroftatics applied to the Ma* 
teria Medica ; (hewing how, by the Weight 
that divers Bodies ufcd in Phyfic have in Wa- 
ter, one may difcover whether they be genuine 
or adulterate. To which is fubjdined, A 
previous Hydroftatical Way of eftimating Ores. 
He informs us, in the poftlcript of this trea* 
tife, that he had prepared materials fofficient 
for a fecond volume, which he promifed, but 
it never appeared. He publiihed, however^ 
this year, another moft eacellent work, which 
bore the following title: The Chriftian Vir- 
tuofo; (hewing, that, by being additled to 
Experimental rhilofophy, a man is rather af» 
Ailed than indlfpofed to be a good Chriftiao* 
The firft Part. To which are fubjoined, L 
A Difcourfe about the diftinClion that repre* 
fents feme things as above reafon, but not 
contrary to reafon. II. The iirft Chapters of 
a Difcourfe, entitled, Greatuefs of Mind pro* 
moted by Chridtanity. hi the advertifemeot 
prefixed to this work, be mentions A Second 
Part of the Chriftian Virtuofo { which he hfd 
begun, and which is a^ually publiihed in m 
lad edition of his worke ; that is to fay, im* 
perfeA, as he left it, with an Appendix to the 
fird part. 

He communicated, about this time, to Mr. 
Dc la Crofe, a very ingenious gentleman, who 

publiihed 
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pobliflied a periodical work, entitled, The- 
Hillory of Learning : An Account of fome 
Oblervations made in the Congregation of 
Waters, by lowering liottles down into the 
Sea, fix hundred feet drep from the Surface. 
7 'his experiment was made on the fecond of 
January, 1677-8, by a captain of a man 'of 
war, a iftan of very ^od fenfe, in the prefence 

a great many other perfons ; and was, in 
the judgment ^ Mr. Boyle, a thing of too 
great value to be lod, and therefore he took 
this method of preferving it. 

We aie now come to the very laft of his 
works publi^ed in his life time, which was in 
the fpritig of the }ear 1691, and bore this Xi» 
tie, Experimenta et Obfeivadones^ Phyfica! ; 
wherein are briefly treated of feveral fubjefls 
^dating to Natural Philofophy, in an exneri* 
jneaial W^r. To wfaich is added, A irnall 
CdleAioo of Strang Reports. This is called, 
in the title-page. The ?irft Part j and amofigft 
his papers there were found the Second and 
7 'hind Parts ; but whether coinpleat or not I 
eaflcaotfay^ 

About the entranee of the fummer of the 
year laft manumd, he began to feel Ach an 
dteiation in his health, as iadueed him to 
^ink of fettling his affinrs ; and accordingly, 
on the eighteenth of July, he figned and 
fealed his lad will, to which he afterwards, 
.ili4ad feveral codicils. 
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In the month of. October .fi>]lowing«^ his 
difteinjpera encreafed ; which perimpti 

be owing to his tender concern teiiiout 

illnefs of his deaf After the lady Raadagb^ 
with whom he had lived many years in the 
‘^reateft harmony and friei^(b4>> and whofe 
indifpofition brought her to the grave on. the 
•tvvetity-third of Pecembcr follcmi^*.. She 
was, in all reipe^s, a inoft accompli med and 
moft extraordinary woman s fo that her bie^ 
ther might very toftlyefteem it the paetdisr 
felicity of his life that he had fuch a fifter^ 
and, in her, *ib ufeful a friend, and ibagreca^ 
ble a companion. 

He did not furvive her above a week, for, 
'on the laft day of the year 1691, or, as moft 
authors account it, on Wedneiday, the thir« 
tieth of December, at three quarters paft 
twelve at ntgh4.;he departed this life, in the 
fixty-fifth year iff his age ; and was buried, 
on^the feventh of January followings at the 
upper end of the fouth fide of the chan^ of 
St. Martin’s in the Field v Weftmtnfteiv 

near the body o fliis beloved After Catherine^ 
vifcoonteAi Rauelagh. 

. Hie fimenil was decent, and as ninch with- 
out pomp as it was poftible, conAderiag^ thw 
number of perfons of <liftinQ^ou that aueatM 
it, befides his own nuineroas relations^. ' His 
funeral-fermon was preached by Dr. Gilbeit: 
Burnet, biftiop of Sarum; and:theiie.arefi»mjr/ 
who think his performance on that OCcaSen tMs> 
beA he ever publiihed. 
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As to the perfen of this great man, we are 
told that Mfit Boyle was tall bur lender, and 
his countenance pale and emaciated. His 
conftitution was (b tender and delicate, that he 
had divers forts of cloaks to put on when he 
went abroad, according to the temperature of 
the air ; and in this he governed himfelf by 
the thermometer. He efcaped, indeed, the 
fmall*pox during his Ufe ; but, for almoft 
forty years, he laboured under fuch a feeble* 
hefi of body, and fucK lownefs of ftrength 
and fpirits, that it was aftonifliing how he 
oould read, meditate, try experiments, and 
write, as he did. He had likewifo a weak- 
nefs in his eyes, which made him very tender 
of them, anid extremely apprehenfive of fuch 
diftempers as might afieft them. He imagined 
alfo, that, if fi^nefs (hould confine him to 
his bed, it might raife the paina of the Rone 
to a degree which might be above his ftrength 
to fupport, fo that he feared left his laft mi- 
nutes mould prove too hard for him. This 
was the groiino of all the caution and appre- 
henfion he was obferved to live in ; but, as to 
life itfelf, he had that juft indiftbrence to it 
which became fo true a Chriftian. However, 
Us fight began not to grow dim above tour 
hours before he died ; and, when death came 
upon him, he had not been above three hours 
in bed before it made an end of him, with 
fo little pain, that it was plain the light went 
oat merely for want of oil to maintain the 
dame. 
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The ftiDpllclty of his diet , was, in all ap->> 
pearance,, that which preferved him ib Ipng 
beyond all men's expedation. This hie prac«- 
tifed ib ftiiftlyt that, in a CbUrfe pf above 
thirty years, he neither eat or drank to gra-' 
tify the varieties of appetite, but merely to 
fupport nature ; and was fo regular in it^ that 
he, never once tranigreHed. the rule, meafure,' 
kind, which were pre^ribed^^ 

In, hit fitft addic^$,^,^ii^ to 

or anfwer, he ibdi^lmps hd&t^ed a little Vta^* 
ther than . fiaaim^c^^Pi; . tim , 

vf^rd ; and this, as, it itndiu$d>ilK iipw an 
deliberate,' fo, after the firft he pro- 

ceeded without , le#, inurruption in bis 
difeburfe.^ . * . 

, He. was never married 5 but : Mr. Evelyn 
was a&redr thathe courted the heantiful and 
ingebiohs daughter of Cary, earl of Mon- 
snout^ ; and that to this paffion was owing' 
his Seraphic L<)ve : but it does not appear, 
from any of his writings, that he had ever en- 
tertained thoughts of this kind. To &y the 
iruth, he Teems to Have been perfuaded that 
he was born for nobler purpofes than ike ordi,<:i 
nary lot of men ; or, at lead, : was not 
fo perfuaded, his a^iops were .^h.as mUy fit 
perfiiade us. . ^ . 

We have, by she hdp of thefe induilrtoos 
and worthy peribns who had provided the ma- 
terials, followed him from his.in&acy to the 
grave,, with that degree of wonder, reverence,, 
and refped, which his knowledge, virtue; 

and 
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And pUty, demand. The learned prelate 
ifdio pleached his funeral fermon» and pnh wlni 
l^em ' wanted words when he meant to de- 
ftiibr any charafier» owns Umfelf at a loTs in 
the performance of this laft daty to Mr B<^le. 
We may, dwrefbret with greatm* reafon «x> 
d^ oarfelm, as wdi on account of the gtVat 
len^h of this articla> as 4he d^ctdaes that 
lie ni the ^ay of a dmifiter ob<^ 

wbode «ieni«iiyi''4tki^e pdittiitgs of a jgreat 
appddv has- bim mrntMsmd tane/and 
DRURr aet^ol^ ten^’i^aditiiBaiStin, bat 
of treneraol^jdfb. tte'was a inan, who, .id 
the begina^|%fl^life, luHed loch hc^s as 
iiBtt tfaeolelMn, for thole who confidetra him 
noil attentively, fcarcethoaghtkpoffibhsdtat 
they fhoold he attfawiedi and yet, withost.ftar 
of flattery, we may aSrm, that tbef^ eveti 
thefe, hoM^ were exceeded. He attained iiha 
vigour ol Ms age in thoTe deplorable ^diet> 
w^ the ChoKh and State lay buried in con> 
fttflon, whkh gave him fo true a notion of the 
vanity of titles’ and the dnin|;crOf poweiv that 
Im not only never courted etther, vat was hi- 
dufliioas in (hunniiw both-. Me made pldloib*' 
phy the bnimefs of uw fife, flrom diotvronotdtit' 
tnotirn man could poffibiy oonceive, the ^ 
ftre^f doing good to otheiv, and of'nian&hfti^ 
iog w goodnefs of that IMvine Bring who 
is the parent of ail,' Vet, ftdl of thefe fmous. 
and fitUiffie inmntions, he not only condef<^ 
tended 00 behave^ in alt the connnon oSbes' 

of 
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of life, like other men, but even with a pecu- 
liar civility, which he (hewed elpecially to- 
wards foreigners, by w'hoin he was often vi- 
fited, and who never went away from him but 
with full fatisfa^lion. 

His temper was naturally hafty ; but he 
corrected this fo early in his youth, that, 
ejtcept now and then in his countenance, it 
was never dilcerncd aftcrwaicis. 'I he fwcet- 
nefs of his difpofition, and that mccknefs of 
mind which difeovered iilclf in all he did, 
never led him into any of thole faaits which 
ufually attend the cxcefs even of ihcfe ami- 
able qualities. He could be warm when 
there was a proper cccafion for warmth ; that 
is, in the caule of truth, which he always vi- 
goroufly defended ; and we have an inftance 
of his zeal for the efientials of religion, of 
which it would be an injury done his fame 
not to take notice. 

As great as Mr. Boyle’s moderation and 
charity was, in refpeit 10 all the diflcrenc 
feds in which Chrilli.'inity waj divided, y\t 
h^vvasa conllant member of the church of 
England, and went to no fcparat&airemblies ; 
but, fome time before the reftoration, either 
( u: of curiofiry, or, perhaps, from fome more 
weighty motive, he went to Sir Henry Uane’> 
houfe in order to hear bi:n, who, at that 
lime, was at the head of a fed who called 
themidves Scekeis : neither was tf is viiit of 
his attended with any difappointment, for he 
tlH-re heard iiim picach, in a large thronged 
V01..VIII. Ci 
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room, a long fermon on the text of Dan. 
.xii. 2 . And many of them that ileep in the 
dull of ihc earth (hall awake ; fome to ever- 
Jailing lift', and fome to (Lame ar.d cverlaAing 
coiuenipt. 

The whole fcope of Sir Henry’s fermon 
was to fliew, that many doflrincs of religion, 
that had long been dead and buried in the 
world, (hould, bctore the end of it, be 
awakened into life ; and. that many fal/e 
dpdrinci', being then liktwife revived, fhould, 
by the power of truth, be then doomed to 
Jhame and cverlafting contempt. 

When Sir Hcniy had concluded his dif- 
courfc, Ml, Boyle fpokc to this efled to him 
before the pcop’e : '1 hat, being informed, 
that, in fuch private meetings, it was not 
uncuflomary for any one of the fpeakers or 
hearens, who was unfatisfied about any mat- 
ters there uttered, to give in his objedlions 
£igaiiifl them, and to prevent any millakes in 
the fpeakeis or heaicis, he thought himfelf 
obliged, for the honour of God’s truth, to 
fay, 1 hat this place in Daniel, being the 
cicarell one in all the Old Tcllainent, for the 
proof of the refuiredion, we ought not to 
fuffer the meaning of it to evaporate into al- 
legory ; and the rather, fince that inference is 
made by our Saviour in the New Teflamenf, 

S wa) of aiferting the refurredtion from that 
ice of Daniel in the Old : and, that, if it 
Biould be denied that the plain and genuine 
meaning of thofc words in the prophet, is to 

ailert 
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aflert the refurre«iHon of dead bodie5, lie 
ready to prove it to be lo, both out of ills 
words of the text and context in the ori^mai 
language, and from the bell cxpofitors, boih 
Chriitian and Jewilh. But that, if this be 
not denied, and Sir Henry’s difeourfe of the 
refuirediion of clochines true and falfe, was 
ilefigned by him only in the way of occaiional 
meditations from tholl* words in Daniel, and 
not to enervate the literal iciife as the genuine 
one, then he had nothing further to lay. 

Mr. Boyle then littiug down. Sir Henry 
roli up, and faid, that Ins difeourfe was only 
in the way of fuch occahonal insdicatious, 
which he thought edifying to the people ; 
and declared, that he agiced that the literal 
fenfe of the words was ihe rcfarrei'tioii of dead 
bodies . and fo that meeting brohe up. 

Mr. Boyle afterwards fpraking of ihis con- 
ference to Sir Peter Pett, obfervej, that Sir 
Henry Vane, at that time, being in the height 
of his authority in the ftatc, and his auditors 
at that meeting, confining chiefly of depend- 
ants on him, and expectants liom him, the 
tear of lofing his favour would, probably, 
have rellrained them f.om contradicting any of 
his interpretations of feripture, how ridiculous 
foever, But 1,” faid Mr. Bojlc, “ having 
no little awes of that kind upon me, tliougnc 
myfelf bound to enter tlw: lilts with him, as f 
did, that the fenfe of the fcriptuies might not 
be depraved/’ 


Tlic 
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The extenfivenefs of his knowledge fur- 
paflcd every thing but his mouefly, and his 
defire of communicating it; which appears 
equally in all his compoildons ; for in them wc 
may difcern his fear of offending, and his fear 
of concealing ; ajnd this, not from any timid 
apprehenfions of oppofition, but from a bene- 
volent inclination to inllrud without feverity, 
and to part with wifdom as freely as he had 
received it. 

He had the julUfl conception of truth that 
the human mind can frame; lb cautious in ex- 
amining and reporting, as to avoid, in the 
opinion of all true judges, the Icall imputation 
of credulity ; and, on the other hand, fo well 
acquainted with the power of nature, that he 
never prefumed to fet any limits thereto, or 
hindered any acceffion of knowledge, by that 
fort of incredulity which fometiincs attends fu- 
perior learning'. In a word, confidered in 
every light, as a man, as a philofopher, as a 
Chrillian, he came as near perfedicu as the 
defeds of human nature would allow ; and, 
though he ntver fought it, yet the moil uni- 
verfal praife, both at home and abroad, waited 
on his labours living, and have conllantly at- 
tended his memory ; for it may be truly faid, 
that never any fame was more unqueltioned 
than that of Mr. Boyle’s boih was and is; and 
we may, wi.hgicai fafciy, add, that, as he is 
the peculiar honoui of his family, and tlie 
£reat gloiy of this nation, fo foreigners, who 

cannot 
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cannot contend with us in there points, rndca- 
vour to outvie us in their commendations. 

In treating this fubjedt, we have, perhaps 
gone too far ; but whoever confiders it atten- 
tively, will eafily excufe a fault that it was al- 
moll impofiible not to commit ; and for width 
we can only atone by con fo (Ting, that all we 
have or could fay', is fo much below his ni:‘iit, 
that it ferves only to exprefs our fenfe of it, 
and our defire of rendering him that juilice, 
which, without abilities equal to his own, can 
never be pcrfarmc4. 
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The LIFE OP 

Johi^Tillotson. 


D octor John Tillotjon, aichbifhop 
of Cantffhury, was defcrnded of a fa- 
Tni'y ;»nticrtly of the nam? of Tilfton, of Til- 
ftor.. io Cheshire, the anccfior of which was 
NicUoliii* de Til Aon, lord of the manor of 
'i'ilfton, from whopi defeended Nicholas de 
"i'i Aon, in the ninth year of king Edward IIL 
*J’he dealer’s father was Mr. Robert Tillotfon, 
a confiderabJe clothier, of Sower by, in the 
of HalH&v, in the county of York,, 
where he was born, at a hdhfe called Haugh, 
iibout the end of September, or beginning of 
October, 1630J and bapii?ed iheic on the 
third of Oflober: his mother being Mary, 
(the daughter of Thomas Dobfon, a gentle- 
man of the fame place) a woman of excellent 
charader, but unhappy, for many ) ears of her 
life, in the iofs of ’her underftanding. Both 
his parents were nonconform i As. 

After he had, with a quick proficiency, 
pafied through the gramniar-fchools, and at- 
tained a Ikillin the learned languages, fupe- 
nor to his years, he was fent to Cambridge, 
in the year 1647, at the age of feventeen, and 

admitted 
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admitted penfioner of Clare -hall, on the 
twenty-third of April that year;, and into the 
matiicttlaof that uoiverfity on thehrllof July 
following, where he commenced batchelor 
of arts at midfunimer, 1650; and mailer of 
aiCs in 16^4 ; having b^n chofen fellow of 
his college about the twenty feventh of No- 
vember, 165 1. 

His firil education and imprcfllons were 
among thofe who were then -called Puritans, 
but of idle bell fort $ and yet,' even before his 
mind was, opened to dearer thoughts, he felt 
ibmcwliat within him that difpoied him to 
larger notions ^and a better temper. 'Phe 
books, which were put into the ha»^ of thtr 
youth at that tin^e, being gei^rally heavy, he 
could fcarce bear thc^m^ even before he knew 
better things r.but hi h(^ mtt with the im- 
mortal work of Mr ^hiifihgv^^&nh. 'J'his 
admirable book gave his mind the ply that it 
held cm .after,' and put him upon a true 

JBc Was'foon freed from his prejudices,. 
“Or, ratber, he u^as never inafie|ed by them ; 
yd he ftill adhered' to^that., Iltidncfs of life 
to which he .was bredi ibd, ironed a juft va- 
lu« due tenderns^; (oijflpc men of that 
pcHuafions and by ahe ftrength of hib reafon, 
together with the dcarnefs of his' principles, 
brought over more ferious perfons from their 
fcrupics to the commumop of the duirch of 
England, and Axed more i|ja U, than any roan, 
perhaps, of that time. 
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As he got into a new method of ftudy, fa* 
he entered into friendihips with fome great 
men, which contributed not a little to the 
perfcifling his own mind- But that which 
gave him his lall hnilhing, was his clofe and 
long friendlhip with Dr. John Wilkins, after- 
wards bifhop. of Chefler. He went into all 
the beft things that were in that great man, 
but fo that he ;>erfe£lcd every one of them ; 
for, though bifhop Wilkins had more general 
knowledge, yet Dr. Tillotlbn was the greater 
divine; and, if the former had more hame, 
the latter was more correcl. 

Mr. Tillotfon left his college in 1656, or 
1657, according to Dr. Hickes, who informs* 
us, that he was invited by Edmund Prideaux, 
cfq. of Ford-abbey, iu Devonfbire, to inftrud 
his fen. This gentleman had been commii- 
foner of the great-feal under the long-parlia- 
ment, and was then aitornty- general to 
OJi\ cr Cromwell, the protc6toi ; t»ut how long 
Mr. I'iliotfon lived with Mr. Prideaux, or 
whether tiU that genrlcinan’s deceaO^, on the 
nineteenth of Augufl, 16)9, does not appear. 

He was in London at the time of the death 
of the prpte^lor Oliver, on the third of Sep- 
tember, 16^8; and, about a week after, was 
prefent at a very remarkable feene at the pa* 
lace at Whitehall : for happening to be there 
on a faft-day of the houihold, he went, out of 
ciirloncy, into the prefence-chamber, where 
ti.e foiemnity was kept; and faw there, on 
the one fide of a tabic, the new protedlor 

placed 
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placed with the reft of his family; and on the 
other fix preachers ; among whom were Dr, 
John Owen, dean of Chriftchurch,' in Oxford; 
I)r. Thomas Goodwin, prefident of Magda- 
len-college ; Mr. Jofeph Caryl, author of the 
voluminous comnient;iry on Job, and redlor of 
St, Magnus in London ; and Mr. Peter Steny. 
The bold Tallies of cmhufiafin which Mr. Til- 
lotfon heard upon this occaficn, w'ere fufhcient 
to difgud a man lefs difpofed to it than he was 
both by temper and principles. God was, in 
a manner, reproached with the deceafed pro- 
testor’s fcrvices^ and challenged for taking' 
him away fo loon. Dr, Goodwin, who had 
pretended to allure them, in a prayer, a very 
few minutes before he expired, * that he was 
not to die, had now the afiiirancc to fay to 
God, I'hou haft deceived us, and we were 
deceived,” And Mr, Sleny, J^raying for Ri- 
chard, ufed thefe indecent words, next to 
blalphemy, Make him the biighinefs of the 
father’s glory, and the exprefs image of hi=! 
perfon.” 

I hc time of Mr. Tillotfon’s entering into 
holy-orders, and by whom he was ordained, 
are fa£is we have not been able to determine ; 
but his firft fermon which appeared in print, 
was preached at the morning exercife at Crip- 
plegate, on Matth. vii. 13. At the time of 
preaching this fermon he was ftill among the 
rrefoyterians, whofe commiffioners be at- 
tended, though as an auditor only, at the 
G 5 Savoy, 
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Savoy, for the review of the Liturgy, in July, 
1661 ; but he immediately fubmitted to the 
ad of uniformity, which commenced on St* 
Bartholomew’s day, the year enfuing. 

The firll office in the church in which we 
find him employed after the refloration, was 
that of curate at Chefiiunt, in Hertford (hire, 
in the years 1661 and 1662. Here Mr. Til- 
loifon is faid, by his mild and gentle behavi- 
our, and perfuahve eloquence, to have pre- 
vailed with an Oliverian foldier, who preached 
among the Anabaptills in that town in a red 
coatf and was much followed, to defiil from 
that, and betake himffilf to Tome other employ- 
ment. 

The (hort diilance of Chefliunt from London, 
allowing him frequent opportunities of vifiting 
his frends in that city, he was frequently in- 
vited into the pulpits there. And on the 
fixteenth of December 1662 he was defied 
minillcr of the adjoining pariffi of St. Mary 
Aldcrmanbury, by the pariffioners, in whom 
the right of choice is invefted. But Mr. 
'i illotfon declined the acceptance of that li- 
ving, however he did not continue long with- 
out the offer of another benefice, which he 
accepted, being prefented in June 1663 to the 
reflory of Ketton or Keddington, in the coun- 
ty of Suffolk, worth two hundred pounds a 
)ear. But Ihortly after, being called to Lon- 
don, by the fociety of Lincoln’s-inn, to be 
their preacher; which invitation w'as fo agree- 


z 
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able to Mr. 7 'illotfon, that he deterimnej to 
fettle himfelfintirelV) among them, and rho* 
in the intervals of the terms he could have gi- 
ven a large part of the year, to his parilh in 
Suffolk ; yet fo Ari6l was he to the pailural 
care in point of refiJence, that he refigned 
that living, even when his income in London 
could fcarce fupport him The reputation, 
which his preaching gained him in foconfpi- 
cuous a ffation as that of Lincoln’s inn, re- 
commended him the year following, to the 
truftces of the Tuelday lefture, at St. Law- 
lence Jewry, founded by Elizabeth viicoun- 
tefs Camden. And there he was comiinOnl5r 
attended by a numerous audiencci ^I'ought 
together from the renioteff parts‘pf’the metro- 
polis, and by^ great concourfe of cl6i^y, who 
cam.; thither to form their minds. The high 
reputation of Dr. John Wilkins, and the 
inteieft of Villiers duke of Buckingham, 
having iit la A, not with Aanding the oppofition* 
of archbiAiop Sheldon, and other great men 
of the church, induced the king to advance 
him to a bifnopric, Dr. Tillotfof) 'Vas defirtd 
to preach thefermon on Sunday the Aftecnih of 
November f668, in cfie chapel at Kly-houfe. 
Dr. Tillotfon was now related to biAiup Wil- 
kins, by the marriage of his daughter in-law, 
Elizjbeth French, who waj neice-to Oliver 
Cromwell, however, his averfn^fs to foiicita- 
tion, did not prevent his merit from having 
juAice done it, by the intereA which it gaimd 
hi.n even at coun, as well as in the city, ftr 

upon 
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upon the promotion of Dr. Peter Gunning to 
the bifropnc of Chichcftcr, in February 
in i669-7d, in the room of Dr. Henry King, 
he was^llated to the prebend of the fecond ' 
Hall in the cathedral of Canterbury, which 
had been held by the new biOiop, and was 
admitted to it on the fourteenth of March. 
He kept this prebend till he was advanced to 
the deanry of that church, in Oftober 1672. 
>ior was Canterbury the only cathedral, in 
which Dr. Tillotfon was preferred, for on 
the clgthtcenih of December 1675, he was 
prefented to the prebend of Raid land, in that 
of St, Paul’s London, which he refigned for 
that at Oxgate, and a refidentiarylhip in the 
fame chuich, on the fourteenth of February, 
1677-8. This lail preferment was obtained 
for him by the intereft of his friend Dr. John 
Sharp, afterwards arclibilhop of York. The 
friendlhip between the dean and Dr, Sharpe 
was occoiioned by an accidental meeting upon 
thisoccafion. Mr. Jofhua Tillotfon the dean’s 
brotlier, was a wet and dry falter, or oilman, 
in London, of which trade was the dodoi ’s 
father, Mr. Thomas Sharp at Bradford in 
Yorklhire. The Dr. returning from thence, 
into Sir Heneage Finch’s family, with a bill 
drawn on Mr. Jolhua Tilloton, happer.cd 
to meet at his houfe Dr. Tillotfon who 
fnding Mr. Sharp to be his countryman, 
and a young clergyman fetting out into 
the W'orld, being above fourteen years 
voiinger than himfclf, wjith his ufual goodnefs 
ind civility, took particular notice of him, and 

alter 
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after fome convcrfation gave Mr. Shai p leave 
to come freely to his houfe, whenever he 
pleafed, and to have recourfe to him as often 
as he thought it might be ferviceable to him. 
Mr. Sharp judged this a moll fortunate inter- 
view, and himfelf extremely happy in fo va- 
luable an acquaintance, and ever after fpokc 
with plcafure of this incident. The dean of 
Canterbury had now been fome years chaplain 
to king Charles II, though his majelly had 
no kindnefs for him, according to the fuggef- 
tion of bilhop Burnet, admitted by Dr. Hickes. 
But to whomfoever he owed his preferments, 
which can only be confidered as the jull re- 
wards of his extraordinary merits, they had no 
other effed upon him, than to enlarge his ca- 
pacity of doing good. He neither llackened 
his labours, nor advanced his fortunes by 
them, but gave as much of his time and la- 
bours to his cathedral, as could agree with 
his other obligations. And- all that he dcfi- 
red afuTwards upon the revolution was fuch 
a change of his deanry of Canterbury for that 
of St. Paul's, as conlidcrably lelTened his in- 
come, by the refignation of his refidentiary- 
fhip of the latter, but delivered him from the 
invidious load of having two dignities^ The 
rife of his interell with the prince and prin- 
cefs of Orange, with the confcquence of it in 
his advancement to the fee of Canterbury, has 
been aferibed to an accident, which is fuppo- 
fed to have happened in the year 1677, 
thus reprefented ..by one of our hiltorians as 

diavvn 
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drawn from a manufcript account taken from 
archbiAiop Tillotfon^s own mouth. That the 
match between that prince and princefs, beings 
made upon political views again ft the will of 
the duke of York, and not with the hearty li- 
king of iht king, the country party as they 
were then called, were exceedingly pleafed 
and elevated, and after the lord ma>or’s feaft, 
a fecret delign w^as laid to invite the new mar- 
ried couple into the city, and a public and fo- 
lemn entertainment to be made for them. To 
prevent this, the court hurried both the bride 
and bridegroom, as fall as they could, out of 
town, fo that they departed with fuch preci- 
pitation, that they had fcarce time to make 
any provifion for their journey. I’hcir fer- 
vants and baggage went by the way of Har- 
wich, but the prince and piinccfs by Canter- 
bury road, where they were tolyc till the wind 
was fair, and the yaichi ready to fail with 
them. Being arrived at Canterbury, they re- 
paired to an inn, and no good care being ta- 
ken in their hafte to feparatc what was need- 
ful for their journey, they came very meanly 
provided, thither. Mouf Bentinck, who at- 
tended them, endeavoured to borrow fome 
plate and money of the corporation for their 
accommedation, but upon grave deliberation, 
the mayor and body proved to be really afraid 
to lend them either. Dr. Tilloffon dean of 
Canterbury, at that time in refidence there, 
hearing of this, immediately got together all 
his own place; and other that he boirowcd, 

logeiher 
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together with a good number of guineas, and 
alloiher neceiTaiies for them, and went directly 
to the inn to Monf. Bentinck, and offered him 
all that he had got, and withal complained, 
that they did not come to the deanry, where 
the royal family ui‘ed to lodge, and heartily in- 
vited them itill to go thither, where they might 
be furc of a better accommodation. This 
lull they declined, but the money, plate, and 
the rell were highly acceptable to them. Upon 
this, the dean was carried to wait upon the 
prince and prmcefs, and his great interell foon 
brought others to attend upon them. By 
this lucky accident, adds the account, he be- 
gan that acquaintance and the correfpondence 
with the prince and Monf. Bentinck, which 
yearly encrcafcd to the very revolution, when 
both Monf, Bentinck had great occaflon for 
him and his friends, on hi;> own account, as 
well as the prince himfelf, when be arrived 
at the crown. And this was the true fecret 
ground, on which the biOiop of London, 
(whofe qualities and fcrvices feemed to intitle 
him without a rival, to the archbilhopric) was 
yet fet afide, and Dr. I'iilotfon advanced over 
his head But this folenin and circumflantial 
(lory, when examined, will be found liable to 
great e;pcepiion.'. The fudden death of his 
iJtcond brother, Mr. Jofnua I'iilotfon, by 
vomiting of blood, on the fixteenth of Sep- 
tember 1678, affeited him in a very fenfiblc 
manner, and being unwilling to fhock his fa* 
ther, then at his houfe at Sowerby, with the 
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abrupt communication of it, wrote the fame 
day to his kinfoian Mr. Timothy Bentley, de- 
ilringhim to acquaint him with thclofs of his 
fon, and to intreat him, “ to bear it with pa- 
tience, and fubmiffion to the will of God, and 
to comfun himfclf, as 1, fays he, dciire to do, 
with the hope of nucting and enjoying him in 
a better life The difeovery of the popifli 
plot in September 1678, of whicli the reality, 
or at lead extant has been fincc treated as one 
of the grcaieil problems in hiilory, having gi- 
ven great alarm to the parliament, w hich met 
the twenty fiill ot October, a few days 
ter the murder of Sir Edm unbury Godfrey^ 
the dean was appointed to preach the* 
Houfe of Commons, on t)ie fifth -oClfbvelnber 
following. His text was Lut^ix. 5:5$ 56. 
ftod^the defign of hi*? difeourfe was to fhew^ 
that a revengeful, cruel, and deftruflive fpi- 
lit is directly contrary ta the defign and tem- 
per of the gofpcl, and not to be excufed upon 
any pretence of zeaffor God and religion. In 
the concl ufion he makes an application of that 
d online to the occafioii of the day, by expo- 
fing the principles and pradliccs of the church 
of Rome, and pariicolarly in the gun-powder 
treafon-plor, avowed by the authors, who ex- 
prefled a concern for its ill fuccefs, aff appear- 
ed by lire original papers and letters of Sir 
Edward Digby, then in the dean’s hands. 

He had not long after this an occafion to 
iniprove thefe confiderations, concerning the 
nature and tendancy of popery, to the difen- 

gaging 
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jxnjriiig a young nobleman of great parts from 
the profelTion of it, in v^hich he had been 
educated. This was Charles earl of Shrews- 
bury, created a duke, by king William, to 
whom he was iecretary of flate, having had a 
conhderable ihare in the revolution, and in 
the latter end of whofe reign he retired to 
Italy for his health, where he continued, till 
about the year 1710, when he returned to 
England, and joined the new minillery, not- 
withllanding which he was again made lord 
chamberlain to king George I, as he had been 
to queen Anne, and died on the (irft of Febru- 
ary 1717-18. His lord ihip wasted into an 
inquiry into his firft religion, by the difeoi^e- 
ry of the popilh plot and was foon made fen- 
fibleo fits errors and coiruptioiis, by fo thorough 
a malier of that fubjedl as the dean of Canter- 
bury, whom he attended for the firft time, at 
the public worihip in LincolnVinn chapel, on 
Sunday the fourth of May 1679. 

'Fhe difeovery of the Rye-houfe plot, in 
June the fame year 1683, opened a very me- 
lancholy feenc, in which the dean had a large 
ftiare of diftrefs on account both of his friend- 
ihips and his concern for the public. One of 
the principal objects of his ibllicitude and anx- 
iety, was William lord Ruflel, eldeft (bn of 
William earl, and after the revolution, duke 
of Bedford. His lordlhip having ftiewn fb 
warm a zeal for the bill of exclufion, which 
he had moved for in the houfe of commons, 
in the beginning of November i68o> had lit- 
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him in his confiderations upon a printed (heet» 
enliiuled, The fpecch of the late lord P.aflcl, 
to the (licrifFs; in which he gives an account 
of the dean's pious and friendly vifics to his 
lordfliip, and commends him for difeharging 
liimfvli fiujii f)jil Co lall in all (he parts of a 
chuichman and of a friend. 

In November 1687, the dean loll the laft 
furviving of his children, Mary, the wife of 
James Chadwicke nfq. by whom ihe left two 
Tons, and a daughter. This lofs, as he obfer- 
ved in a letter of the eleventh of that month, 
f) Mr, Nclfon, then in London, deeply pier- 
ced his heart; ^‘but I endeavour, adds he, to 
do as becomes me, and as 1 know I ought” 
This misfortune probably occafioned him to 
retire to Canterbury, whence he wrote again 
to that gentleman, on the feventh of Decem- 
ber, to return his own and his wife's thunks, 
to him, and to thofe honourable perfons, who, 
upon Mr. Nelfon’s motion, had been fo cha- 
li table in their contiibutions, inoA probably 
to the frer.ch protellant* in that city, fince he 
requeAs him to lay out hve pounds in french 
bibles bound, and to defire Mr, Firmin to 
fend them thither. Not long after this, the 
dean was feized w iih a difordcr of the apoplectic 
kind, but cfcaped the confequences of it, .with- 
out any return till that fatal one about feven 
years after. During the debate in parliament 
concerning the fettltmejat of the crown on king 
William for life, the dean was advifed with 
upon that point by the princefs Anne of Dcn- 

muik 
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mark, who had at firfl refufed to give her con 
lent to it, as prejudicial to her own right* 
Her favourite, the lady Churchill, afterwai^s 
dutchefs of Marlborough, accordingly took 
great pains to promote the princffl'es’s praen- 
fions. But tliat Jady foon finding, that all 
endeavours of this kind, would be ineffectual, 
that all the priricipal men, except the Jacobites 
were for the king, and tl^ai the fettlement 
would be carried in parliament, whether her 
royal highnefs would or nor, and being fearful 
about every thing, whicl the princefs did 
while ihe was thought to be advifed by her 
lady (hip, (he could not fiiisfy her own mind 
till Ihe had confulted vvitli fcveral perfons of 
undifputed wifdom and integrity, and particu- 
larly with the lady Ru/lcl, and tlie dean of 
Canterbury.* She found them all unanimous 
in the expediency of the fettlement propofed,, 
as things were then fituated, and ihercfoic 
Ciirried the dean to the prncefs, who, upon 
what he faid to her, took caie, that no dilLir- 
bance fliould be made by her pretended friends 
the Jacobites, wko had puffed her carncilly 
to form an oppolition. The dean was admit- 
ted into a high degree of favour and confidence 
with king William and c^ueen Mary, before 
the latter of whom he preached at Whitehall, 
on the eighth of March l68f^-9, his fermcn 
concerning the forgivcncL of injuries, and a- 
gainfl revenge, as he did on the fourteenth of 
April following, before both their majeilies, at 
Hampton Court, that, on the care of our 
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fouls, and the one thing needful. And on the 
twenty feventh of that month, he was promo- 
ted to an office, which required his frequent 
attendance near their majellies perfons, being 
appointed clei k of the clofet to the king. The 
refufal of archbi^op Bancroft, to acknowlege 
the government of their majedies, made it ne- 
cefl’ary to look outfor afucceiTor to firm. The 
king foon fixed upon the dean of Canterbury^ 
for that purpofe, whofe defircs and ambition 
had extended no farther than the exchange of 
his deanry for that of St. Paul’s, vacant by 
the piomotion of J)r, Stillingflcct to the bi- 
fliopric of Worceder, upon the de.itb of Dr. 
Thomas. This was readily granted him in 
September 1689* and he was indalled on the 
twenty fi id ol November. It was indeed a 
confidt rablc dimir.u!!ion of his income, as he 
refigned at the fame lime, the rcfidcntiaryffiip 
of St. Pauls, But he chofe, as has been al- 
ready obk-rved, to didHirthen himdlfof the 
load, and envy of holdirg tw'O dignities toge- 
ther. Yet however faii*ficd he was in that ii- 
tuation, his majdty would not let him reft, 
till he fubmitted to a much higher pod, to 
which he had an ahmolh inconquerable aver- 
£on. 

Dr. Tillotfon had been in dricl attendance 
•at court in his office of clerk of the cloVet for 
ten weeks till tnwnr> the beginning of Sep- 
tember 16S9, when he obtained leave to retire 
for fomc days, to his houfe at Edmonton, 
Hhtnce he wrote on the tenth of that menth 

to 
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to lady Ruflel, giving her an account of the 
king's having given the bifhopric of Chichef- 
ter to Dr. Patrick, and the deanry of Peterbo- 
rough to Dr. Kidder. The reAory of St. 
Paul's Covent-Garden alfo falling into his 
majefty’s diTpofal by thepromotions of the new 
bi(bop of Chichelier, dean Tillotfon informed 
her lady (hip, that he believed, that the king 
would not difpofe of that living but to one, 
whom the earl of Bedford, the patron of it, 
ihould approve, and therefore afked her whe- 
ther his lordlhip and (he would be willing 
that the earl of Nottingham (hould mention 
to his majefty on that occahon Dr. John More. 
This divine was, after his advancement to the 
cpifcopal dignity ore of the moft eminent pa- 
trons of learning and learned men, in his time ; 
and his name will be carried down to pofterity, 
not only by his fermons publilhcd by Dr. 
Samuel Clarke, his chaplain, but by the curi- 
rous and magnificent library collcfled by him, 
and purchafed after his death, for fix thoufand 
guineas by his late m.ajefty, who prefented it 
to the univcrfity of Cambridge. He was born 
at Harborough in LHcefteilhire, and educated 
at Clare- hall in that univerfity, where he took 
the degree of bachelor of arts in 1665, of 
mailer^ in 1669, of do'^lor of divinity in 1681. 
He was fellow of that college and chaplain to 
the chancellor Nottingham, and quitting the 
redtory ofBlabyin Leicefterihite, was collated 
to that of St. Auftin in London in December 
i 687» and in Odober 1089 was removed to 

that 
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lliatofSt, Andrews, which he held till July 
1691, when he was confecrated bilhop of Nor- 
wich, in the room of Dr. William Lloyd, de- 
prived for not taking the oaths, and July 1707, 
irarflited to the fee of Kly, upon the death of 
Dr>, Patrick. lie died on thirty firll of July 
I7I4» at the age of fixty eight In the fame 
letter, the dean takes notice of his having fpo- 
ken to the king the Sunday before, concerning 
Mr. Samuel johnfoQ, and that his majelly 
feemed well inclined to wha-t he had moved 
for chat divine, but did not pofitively deter- 
mine to take that courfc. This refers to fome 
requed, which lady RuiTel had defired the dean 
to make to his majedy in favour of Mr. john- 
fon, for whom llie had great zeal out ofiegard 
both to the memory of her hufband, whofe 
chaplain he had been, and to the merit of his 
writings and fulFerings. 

The king had now fixed upon Dr. Tillot- 
-fon for the fucceflbr to the fufpended archbi- 
fhop Sancroft, if the latter fliould incur, as he 
feemed determined, a fentence of deprivation : 
^nd he communicated the intention to the 
dodlor, when he kifTed his majedy’s hand for 
the deanry of St. Pauls. But this faft will be 
bed reprefented in the dean’s own words, in 
his letter to lady Rudel ; part of whiq|i> we 
fhall infert here. And it is obfervable, that 
this letter is an unanfvverable confutation of. a 
report, propogaced to the di fad vantage of bi- 
fliop Burnet , that he had a view himfelf to 
the archbiihopric, and that his difappoincment 

in 
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in that refpcdl was the ground of an incurable 
refeiunient againft a prince, to whom he had 
been io much obliged. “ But now begins my 
trouble. After 1 had kificd the king’s hand 
for the deanry of St. Paul’s, I gave his ma- 
jefty my tnoft humble thanks, and told him, 
that now he had fet me at eafe for the remain- 
der of my life. He replied, no fucli matter, 
1 afTure you : and fpoke plainly about a great 
place, wliich I dread to think of, and faid, it 
was necefl'ary lor his fervice, and he rnufl 
cl»arge it upon my confcicncr, jull as he had 
faid this, he was called to fupper, and 1 had 
only time to fay, that when his majelty Was 
at leifure, 1 did believe I could fatisfy him, 
that it would be moll for bis fervice, that I 
fliould continue in the flation, in w^hich he 
had now placed me. '^I'his hath brought me 
into a real difficulty. For on the one hand it 
is hard to decline his majclly’s .commands, 
and much harder yet to Itand out againlt fo 
much goodnefs, as his majLlly is plcafed to ufe 
towards me. On the othe,', I can neitlicT. 
bring my inclination nor my judgement to it. 
'I'his 1 owe to the bifliop of Sdlisbuiy, one 
of the worft and bell friends 1 know : JJefl 
for his fjngular good opinion of me : And 
the worll for uiiccting the king to this method, 
whitli I know he did; as if his lorclffiip and I 
had count died the matter how to finiffi this 
foolilh piece of diffimulaiion, in lunning away 
from a biihopric to catch an archbilhopric. 
This fine device hath thrown me fo far into 

the 
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the briars, that, without his majefly’s great 
goodne/s, 1 ihall never get oiF without a 
^ratchcd face. 

“ And now I will tell your ladyQdp the 
bottom of my heart. I have, of a long time, 
1 thank God for it, devoted myfelf to the pub- 
lic fcrvice, without any regard for myfelf ; 
and to that end have done the bell 1 could, in 
the bcD: manner 1 was able. Of late God' 
liath been pleafed, by a very fevere way, but 
in great goodnefs to me, to wean me perfedly 
from the love of this world ; fo that worldly 
greatnefs is now not only undcliicablc, but 
diftafteful to me : and I do verily believe that 
I fhall be able to do as much or more good in 
my prefent Hation than in a higher; and ihall 
not have one jot Icf* intereft or induence upon 
any others to any good purpofc •, for the peo- 
ple naturally love a man that will take great 
pains and lutle preferment : but, on the ojther 
hanti, if I could force my inclination to take 
this gnat place, 1 foiefce that I ihail fink un- 
dc! it, and grow melancholy, and good foi 
nothing ; and, aiicr a little while, die a^; a fool 
dies.** 

1 he fee of Canterbuiy f^on af:er becoming 
vacant by the d. privation of archbiihop San- 
croft, on the finl of J’cbru-iry, 1639 90, the 
king continued, lur icveial mouths after, his 
importunities to the dean for his acceptance of 
it^ which he full endeavoured to avoid. Jn 
this fituation he wrote a letter to the lady Rufr 
fel, wheicin he tells her, 

VoL, Vlll H 
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** On Sund^ lafi the king commanded me 
to wait upon him the next morning at Ken^ 
fington. 1 did fo, and met with what I 
feared. His majefiy renewed his former gra- 
cious offer in fo preffing a manner, and with 
fo much kindncfs, that 1 hardly knew how to 
refill it. 1 made the bell acknowledgments I 
could of his undeferved grace and mvour to 
me, and begged of him to coufider all the 
confequences of the matter ; being well af- 
fured, that all that dorm, which was raifed in 
convocation the laft year by thofe who will be 
the church of England, was upon my accountj 
and that the bifhop of L- was at the bot- 

tom of it, out of a jcaloufy that 1 might be a 
hindrance to him in attaining what he deflres, 
and what, I call God to witnefs, I would not 
have, 

“ And I told his majelly, that I was Hill 
afraid, that his kindncfs to me would be 
greatly to his prejudice, cfpecially if he car- 
ried it fo far as he was then pleafed to fpeak. 
.For I plainly faw they could not bear it, and 
that the efiefts of envy and ill-will towards 
me would terminate upon him. 

« To which he replied, I'hat, if the thing 
were once done, and they faw no remedy, they 
would give over, and think of making the 
bed of it ; and therefore he mud defire me to 
think ferioudy of it ; with other expreffions 
not fit for me to repeat.^ To all which 1 an- . 
fwered, That, in obedience to bis majedy’s 
cOBimandsi I would confider of it again, tho’ 
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I was afraid I had already thought more of it 
than had done me good, and muil break thro* 
one of the greateft refolutions of my life, and 
facriiice, at once, all the eafe and contentment 
of it ; which yet I would force myielf to do, 
were I really convinced, that I was, in any 
meafure, capable of doing bis majelly and the 
public that fervice which he was pleafed to 
think 1 was« He fmiled, and faid, * You talk 
of trouble ; I believe you will have much moie 
eafe in it than in the condition in which you 
now are.’ Thinking not fit to fay more, I 
humbly took leave.” 

To this letter her ladyfhip returned an an- 
fwex which contributed not a* little to deter- 
mine him to acquiefee in the king’s pleafure, 
if his niajcfiy ihould llill prefs him, who now 
infilled upon a peremptory anfvver. "rhe rc- 
fult of this affair is mentioned at large in his 
letter to lady Ruffel. 

“ I went to Kenfington full of fear, but yet 
determined w hat was fit for me to do, 1 met 
the king coming cut of his clofct, and afking 
if his coach vvas ready. He took me afide, 
and 1 told him. That, in obedience to his 
majeily’s command, I had confidered of the 
thing as well as I could, and came to give 
him my anfwer. I perceived his majeily Was 
going out, and therefore defired him to ap- 
point me another time, which he did on the 
Saturday morning after. 

“ Then I came again, and he took me into 
his clofet 3 where I told him, that I could not 
H 2 bat 
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but have a fenfe of his majefty’s great 
grace and favoor to me, not only to offer me 
the beft thing he had to give, but to prefs it 
fo earneftly upon me. I faid, I would not 
prefume to argue the matter any farther, but 
I hoped he would give me leave to be Hill 
his bumble and carneft petitioner to fpare me 
in that thing. He anfwered, he would dofo, 
if he could ; bat he knew not what to do, if 
I refuted it. Upon that I told him, that I 
tendered my life to him. and lid humbly de- 
vote [it] to be dirpofccl of as he thought fit. 
He wab gracioufly pUated to it was the 
beft new's had cornc lo him Oub gieat while. 
1 did not kneel dcvu» io kJt. hi', hand; for, 
without that, T doubi . am too fure of ir ; but 
lequeftcd of 1dm, that ho wouKi defer the 
declarat’nn of and let it be a fccret for 
fome time. He faid lie thought it might not 
be amifs to defer it t.il the parli iment was 
up. 

I begged farther of him, that he would 
not make me r* wedge to drive out the prefent 
archbifhop j that, lomc time before I was no- 
minated, his niajcfty would be pkafed to de- 
clare in council, that, fince his lenity had not 
bad any better effedl, he would wait no more, 
but, would difpofe of their places. This, 1 
told him, I humbly defired, that 1 might not 
4)C thought to do any thing harfh, or which 
might rcflefl upon roe ; for, now that his ma- 
jefty had thought fit to advance me to this 
my reputation was become his intereft* 
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He faid, he was fenfibie of it, and thought it ^ 
reafonable to do as I dcfired. 

‘‘ I craved leave of him to mention one 
thing more, which, in juftice to my family, 
cfpecially my wife, I ought to do, that I (hould 
be more than undone by the great and necef- 
fary charge of coming into this place, and 
mull therefore be an humbk- petitioner to his 
majefty, that, if it f**onIii pU;;;o CJ ai to take 
me out of the world, fiat 1 mull 0 ’.avoidably 
leave my wife a be uOisl ! not fufler 

i:er to 1)C f'« ; t‘i,.i lie w giaciotifly he 
p^Cufed to UiJhh r. u ’t low of an arch- 

hifhop of }>ich \''OuId now be 

an odd 'u fnr C‘'v k*’ not decently 

be forp< 'c.’o : ' iij ’Aould have]Jcon* 

tenteo lu " vv o‘l i: » ii id o:cd a doa*^. To 
this he pave ^ \li> i/.ai , sarfwci; pAomife 
you to ike v.iie of her. ’ 

'1 lu. ku!?^k v(iniin.4tion of the dean to the 
archbilhopi ic of Canterbury had been agreed 
between than to be poUponed till after the 
breaking up of the iefTion of parliament, which 
was prorogued on the fifth of January, 1690IJ 
when itv»as thought proper to defer it ftill 
longer, on account of his majelly’s voyage to 
Holland, 

While his majeny flayed in England, he 
was refolved to fill the vacant feesi, from 
which he had been hitherto diverted '1)y the 
dean’s advice, who was reproached for it by 
the king at his return from Flanders, and 
was now obliged himfelf ^to confenc to his 
H 3 maje^’s 
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snjefty’s nomination dlhiim to the archbifliop* 
ric in council; on the twenty-third of ApnL 
1691. 

immediately after this public declaration^ 
Ke went to the deprived archbifliop> dill at 
Lambeth ; and Tent in his name by feveral 
fervantSy and flayed a long time for an anfwer, 
bat was forced to return without receiving 
any ; an incivility which he had not at all de- 
ferved of his predeceflbr ; whofe reputation^ 
integrity, and wifdom, when afperfed by 
others, he had often vindicated to the king. 

The conge d'ellire being granted on thenrft 
of May, he was elected on the fixteenth, con* 
firmed on the twenty-eighth, and, having re- 
tired to his houfe on Saturday the thirtieth, 
which he fpent in failing and prayer, in the 
manner reprefented from his own account in 
fhort-hand at the end of his works, was con- 
iecrated the day following, being Whit funday, 
in the church of St, Mary -le Bow, by I>r, Pe- 
ter Mew, biftiop of Winchefter; Dr. William 
Lloyd, bifhop of St. Afaph ; Dr. Gilbert Bur- 
net, biOiop of Sarum ; Dr. Edward Stilling- 
fleet, Biihop of Worcefter ; Dr. Gilbert Iron- 
iide, biihop of Briftolj and Dr. John Hough, 
bifliop of Oxford ; in the prefence of Her.ry, 
duke of Norfolk ; Thomas, mstrquis of Car- 
martlien, lord piefident of the council j Wii- 
Kam, earl of Devonihire f ^Charles, earl of 
Dorfet ; Charles, earl of Macclesfield ; Tho- 
mas, earl of Falconberg ; Robert, lord Lucas, 
and divers other perfons of rank; who attended 

thfr 
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the folemnitvy to exprds the great efleem mid 
refpefl which they nad for his grace* and the 
fatisfadion which they had in his promotion. 

" The coniecration fermon was preached* on 

{ ohnxxi. 17* by Mr. Ralph Barker* afterwards 
tis chaplain* whom his grace had deiired tQ 
perform that oBice. 

Four days after his confecration* on the 
fourth of June, he was fworn of the privy- 
council* and, on the eleventh of July, had a 
reftitution of the temporalities of his fee. The 
queen like wife granted him all the profits of it 
from the Michaelmas preceding, which then 
amounted to two thoufand five hundred pounds. 
He continued to live at the deanry of Sc. 
Paul's till the latter end of the year 1691* and 
in the mean time built a large aparcihent at 
Lambeth houfe for his wm* repaired the 
whole* altered the windows and lights of the 
archbifhop’s lodgings, alfo wainfeotted many 
rooms* and made ouier improvements there ; 
which being finiflied* he removed thither* as 
appears from a memorandnm in his own hand« 
wnting* on the twenty-fixth of November* 
iSoj- 

The malice and pm^y^ntga^ which he had 
felt the effeds of before he was raifed to the 
archbifliopric* broke oat with full force* upon 
his advancement* in all the forms of infult : 
one inilance of which* not commonly known* 
deferves to be mentioned here. 

Soon after his promodon* while a gentlemim 
was with him* who came to pay hu compfi* 
H 4 ments 
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mentsupoA tt> a packet was brought in feale^ 
and dire6):ed to bis |;race; upon opening of 
which there appeared a ma& inclofcd, but no- 
thing written* The archbi(hop» without anjr 
figns of emotion, threw it carelefly among his 
papers on the table ; and, on the gentleman’s 
exprefTing great furprize and indignation at 
the. affront, his grace only fmtled, and faid, 
'rhat this was a gentle rebuke, if compared 
with feme others, that* lay there in black 
and white, pointing to the papers on the ta- 
ble. ‘ " 

Nor could the fepes of ill treatment, which 
he received, ever p^rovoke him to a temper of 
revenge, being far t f r o tn indulging himfelf ia 
any of th(% ^bertl^s, in fpealung of others, 
which were, fo fif immeafareable a degree, 
made nfe of agisbift himfelf. And, upon a 
bundle of libels found among his papers after 
his dt^ath, he put no other infeription than 
this, Thcfe are libels. I pray God forgive 
them ; I do/' 

The calumnies fpread againd him, though 
the falfeft which malice could invent, and the 
confidence viith which they were averred, 
joined with the envy that accompanies a high 
nation, had indeed a greater operation than 
could have been imagined, coniidering how 
long he had lived on fo public a feene, and 
how well he was known. It feemed a new 
and unufual a thing, that a man, who, in the 
courfe of above thirty years, had done fo much 
good, and fo miiny fervices to I'o many per- 

Ions, 
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Ton!:, wirhout ever once doing an ill office^ or 
a hard thing, to any one, and who had a 
Tweetnefs and gentlenefs in hhn, that feemed 
rather to lean to an excefs, ihould ; yet meet 
with fo much unkindnefs and injuftice. But 
he boro all this with a lubmilTion to^the will 
of God ; nor had it any efFe^i on hint, to*' 
change either his temper or his maxiipS,? tlio* 
perhaps it might fink too much into him^ with 
relation to his health. 

He was To exaflly true, in all the reprefen- 
tations of things or perfons, which he laid 
before their majeilies, that he never raifed the 
charadler of his friends, nor funk that ^of 
thofe who deferved not fo well of him ; but 
ofFered every thing to them with that fincterity 
which fo well became him. His truth arid 
candour were perceptible in almoil everjr 
thing which he faid or did; his looks and 
whole manner feeming to take away all fufpi- 
cion concerning him ; for he thought nothing 
in this World was worth much art or great ma* 
nagement. 

He did not long furvive his advancement ; 
for, on Sunday, the eighteenth of November, 
1694, he was fcizjd with a fudden illnefs 
while he was at the chapel in Whitehall ; but, 
though his countenance /hewed that he was in< 
difpofed, he thought it not decent to inter* 
rupt the fcrvicc. The fit indeed came flowly 
on, but it feemed to be fatal, and (bon turned 
to a dead pal fy. The oppreffion of his di- 
ilcmper was fo great, that it became very un- 
H 5 cafy 
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cafy for him to Tpeak ; but it appeared, that 
his underft^ndtiig was ftill dear, tho' others , 
could not have the advantage of it. Fie con- 
tinued ferene and calm, and, in broken words, 
faid, that, he thanked God, be was quiet 
within, and had nothing then to do but to wait 
the will of Heaven. 

Hr attended, the two lad nights of his 
illneftV;by his friend Mr. Nelfon, in whofe 
arms he expired on the fifth day of it, Thurf- 
day, November the twenty- fecond, at five in 
the afternoon, in the fixty-fifth year of his 
age. 

The forrow for his death was more univerfal 
than was ever known fora fubje£i ; and, when 
his funeral was appointed, there was a name- 
iovLs train of coaches, filled with peribns of 
rank and condition, who canie voluntarily to 
affill at that folemnity from Lambeth to the 
church of St. Laurence ^Je wry, where his 
body was interred the thirtieth of that 
month; and a^monument afterwards eredled 
to his. memory with the following infeription: 

P. M. 

Reverendiffimi &^fan£tiflimi Prsefulis 
JOHAKKIS TiLLOTSON, 
Arebiepifeopi Cantuuenfis, 

* Concionatoris olim hac in Eccleiia 
per Annos'^XXX celeberiimi, 

Qui obut Xo Kal. Dec. MDCLXXXXIV, 
JEtaiis tax LXIIII. 

Hoc pofttic Eluabtha 
ConjuxUUas mxtifiima. 
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Rook. 
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captak) Rook did not at all favour the defigna 
conceited by that prince againft his country,, 
there was indeed nothing but inccp neceffity/ 

1 mean the want of goM officers, that made 
the king entertain him, and fome others, in 
his fervice. 

Captain Rook, upon the landing of the 
prince of Orange in England, and tht feccefs 
of his arms, coming Into the Downs, under 
my lord Dartmouth’s command, king James, 
his admiral, there readily concurred to have 
fevcral officers in the fleet, that were known, 
or at leafl; fd^Aed, to be Papifts, to be dif- 
mlfied from their employments ; and indeed 
this gentleman in particular, as much afPedied 
to the religion and liberty of country as any 
in the na^ could be^ engaged in his flation 
early and heartily in promoong the happy re» 
vdution that ettuied. 

Arthur Herbert, cfq. being, on the fear* 
tcenth of March, appointed admiral of tkb 
fleet by his majefly king William, the admind 
thought fit, about the end of April,, to fend 
captain Rook with a f^adron of fhips to the 
coaft 'of Ireland, to auifl the geiteiids of thb 
land forces in the redudtion of that king- 
dom. 

' His majeftyking Willieni filling hUpkf* 
fence to be abfolnfely necefTary ih nbUendji 
ito that great cpngref. to be held at the 
ccbctmTng the operations of the enfifing^m* 
pa%n, in, and concerting proper meefereiHl, 
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no body was thought more proper to be 
tmfted with the gaard of his royal perfon in 
that voyage than Rookf then rear-admiral ; 
and it is the more remarkable, becaufe this 
was the £rft time of his majcfty’s going over 
into Holland lince he had been king of Eng- 
land. 

The admiral failed out of the Downs on the 
twenty-fixth of January, with the fqoadronof 
men of war under hts command towards Mar- 

g te-road; and his majefly embarking at 
-avefend, they put to fea on the feventeenth, 
and, after having encountered mat dangma 
from the ice on the coaft of Holland, he 
landed fafely, a little to the northward of the 
Maefe ; and thq rear-admiral having honour- 
ably and faithfully difcharged his great truft, 
smd continued on that coaft till he faw the 


yatchts and fmall frigates harboured, he re- 
torned vrith the fquadron, on the twenty-fifth, 

S Mtrgate-road. I am not pofitive, but 1 
lieve the rear-admiral was, in like manner, 
the perfbn appointed to convoy his majefly 
borne again. I am fure he failed to the eaft- 
ward with a fquadron of men of war on the 
fifteenth of March, but returning on the 
twenty-firft of the fiime month, in the Charles 
gdley, from the coaft of Holland, where his 
jni^y*witt not ready to embark, the king 
tocMt the opportunity, about the middle of 
Jlplil, of ittaming with part of the Dutdi 
l^nadron for England : however, making no 
fiay here, rear-admiral Rook had the ho- 
nour 
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nour to conroy him over the fecond time | 
andy on the fecond of May» landed him iafely 
in Holland. 

We fhall not launch out into all the parti* 
culars of the fea-iight near La-Hogue that 
foon followed, in the year 169Z, but confine 
ourfelves to the (hare admiral Rook had in it; 
that he fought during the action as bravely a$ 
any oflicer in the fleet, no body ever yet 
queflioned that 1 know ; but the French une 
of battle being broke, and the Englifh and 
Dutch (quadrons purfuing about four in the 
afternoon, of the twenty - fecond of May, 
eighteen fail of the French, being got eaft* 
ward of Cape-Barfleur, hawled in for La* 
Hogue, where our fhips anchored about ten at 
night, and lay by till about four the next morn-^ 
ing; at which time the admiral weighed again, 
and flood in near the land, but the flood com* 
ing on he anchored. 

Ai two in the afternoon he weighed agau^ 
and plied clofe in with La-Hogue, whm 
were thirteen fail of the enemy’s ftips hawled 
in very near to the fliore. 

On Monday, the twenty-third, the admiral 
fent in vice-admiral Rook, with feveral men 
of war, fire fhips, and the boats of the fleets 
to deflroy thofe fhips ; but they had got them 
fo far in, that none but the fmall* frigates 
could do any fervice^ However, Mr, Rook 
himfelf boldly went in with the boats, and 
burned fix of them that night, and about eight 
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the next morning burned the other feven* 
togethe^r with feveral tranfport Oiips, and Tome 
veiTels with ammunition ; wherein not only 
Mr. Rook, and all the officers, fignalissed 
themfelves, but the men behaved likewifewith 
the greatcll rcfolution and gallantry. 

Surely malice itfelf can never i'uggeft any 
thing againft an a£lion fo fignal and glori- 
oufly executed. His majefty was ib extremely 
wellpleafed with Mr. Rook’s cond aft, bravery 
and intrepidity throughout the whole of it, that 
he fettled a penfion of ten thoufand pounds a 
year upon him. 

The ill fuccefs of the Englifh fleet in 1605, 
was injurious to the whole nation ; but when 
his majeflyy upon his return from the Nether* 
lands, could not forbear, even in parliament, 
to take notice of the mifmanagement of our 
naval affairs lad fummer, he was fo far from 
thinking Sir George had any ways been want- 
ll|g in his conduit and duty, that he was 
pleaied to appoint him, in the beginning of 
February, to be vice admiral of the red; 
and in the month of April, as a further tefti- 
mony of his favour, he appointed him, to- 

f ether with Edward Ruflel, efq. Sir John 
.owther, of Whitehaven, baronet;, Henry 
Prieflfn^n, efq. and Sir John Houbloo, 
knight; to be lords- commiffioners for execuN 
ing the office of lord high admiral of England 
and Ireland : but this was not all, his majefly 
would accnnfiulate more promotions upon him, 

and 
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amd about the fame time advanced him fromr 
I'ke- admiral of the red to be admiral of the 
blue. 

King William having diffolved the parlia<* 
ment on the Icvcnth of July, 1698, and a 
proclamation being iifaedouc on the thirteenth^ 
to call another, Sir George Rook was chofen 
a member for Portfmouth ; in which truft» 
none durft offer to fay, that he did not dif- 
charge himfelf with the utmoff application and 
fidelity. 

The year 1699 being a year of peace all 
Europe over, that of 1700 gave Sir George i 
frefli opportunity to fignalize his conduct in 
the Baltic : for a ffrong confederacy having 
been formed by the czar of Mufcovy, the king 
of Denmark, and the king of Poland, againft 
the young king of Sweden, and h’S brothef<^ 
in law the duke of Holftein ; and the Pan# 
having actually invaded that duchy, the king, 
of England and the ffates^general nbt only in- 
terpokd their good officer for mediating an ao- 
commodation, but fitted out fquadions of men 
of war, in order to fail into the Sound, the 
more effectually to forward the lame, his' Bri- 
tannic majeffy thought no body fo fit for thia 
fervice of admiral, and a fort of plenipoten- 
tiary, as Sir George Rook, of whofe abilities 
and fidelity he had had lb long experience. 

Sir George, before the end of May, ar- 
rived with the fquadron under his command 
before the Maefe, and went himfelf to the 
Hague to confer with the Hates deputies 

about 
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»bout this grand afTair. He went aboard again 
in a few days, andt being joined by the Dutch 
Iquadron under the command of iieutenant-ad* 
miral Ailemond, they were detained, for fe-> 
veral days, on the Dutch coafts by contrary 
winds; however, they made a ihift, b^ore 
the end of June, to arrive at Gottenbnrg ; 
and, on the eighth of July, entered the Sound 
without any oppoiition. 

The Englifh admiral faluted the caftle of 
Cronenburg with three guns, and a like num- 
ber was returned ; the Dutch admiral gave 
nine, and the caftle fired three in return. 

The whole fleet confifted of thirty men of 
war befides fire- (hips, bomb*vefleIs, and ten- 
ders. The Swedilh fleet having, in like man- 
ner, put to lea, when they came to an anchor 
near one another, on the fifteenth, near Land- 
Icroon, beyond the Ille of Vere (upon which 
the Daniih fleet retired under the guns of the 
citadel of Copenhagen). 

It if very remarluble, that, though the En- 
and Dutch fquadrons c«tme to afiift and 
ave the Swedes from ruin, that the latter took 
BO hodee of them that evening, all the next 
day, and part of the morning of the (even- 
teenth; when the Englilh admiral, having 
wifely, weighed matters, and purfuing his or- 
ders for precedency, commanded a fignal to 
be made by m fmaU Dutch frigate, as if fee 
were a neutral feip, for all flags to come on 
board ; where he reprefented the cafe (b ef-* 
frRu^ly to the Swedes, who expeded to have 

the 
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the chief coininandy that, upon his return to 
his (hip again, and the fignal given, the whole 
fleet of Englifh, Dutch, and Swedes readily 
failed under his command to Copenhagen, 
which they pretended to bombard a little, 
without (carce any damage donr ; though 
we have been alTured, by fume intell gent 
perfons prefent, they could have laid the city 
in afties. 

But the admiral’s indiuiflions and defigns 
tended only to peace ; which being foon after 
happily concluded at TravenJall, Sir George 
returned home, about the middle of Septem- 
ber, with the general appiaufe ot the people^ 
for the great prudence and condufl he had 
Ihewn in fo nice and ticklilh a conjundlure. 

In the fpring of the yea^ 1701, his majelfy 
was pleafed to confti'utc Sir George Rook to 
be admiral and commander in chief ; but the 
war againft France not breaking out, on this 
fide of Europe, till next year, there was no 
naval enterprise yet undertaken by him. In 
the mean time, jk^ng Janies 11 . dyine at St* 
Germains, and the French owning his pre- 
tended fbn for king of England, chafed the 
people of England to a high degree ; and his 
majedy, in this junfture of aflTairs, thinking 
fit to call a new parliament, Sir George Rook 
was again elected for Portfmouth ; and the day 
of meeting, which was the thirtieth of De- 
cember, being c()nie, the commons were di- 
rc^ed to go and ebufe their (pcaker. 

The 
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The court were for Sir Thomas LittletOfi 
footh and nail ; and the king himfelf, with all 
juil deference to his memory, interefled him- 
felf in' that eleftion fo openly, and to fach a 
dejgree, that fome of his Left friends did not 
think well of it. The bppofite party were en- 
tirely for Mr. Robert Harley’s being fpeaker. 

Now comes on Sir George’s grand crime* 
and it was fuch a fin, in the eyes of feme 
people, as thefciipture declares fhall never be 
forgiven. The brave gentleman having al- 
ways the good of his country at heart, and, 
by reafon of his long experience in inaiitime 
affairs, being the more willing and capable to 
deliver his mind upon this occafion, gave his 
opinion againfl Sir Thomas’s being put into 
the chair ; not out of any difrefpedt to the 

f entleman, i\hom he knew to bevcrycapa- 
le of the great trull, but upon account of his 
being treafurer of the navy, which office re- 
quired the utmoft application and attendance 
in the war that was like to enfue ; wherein, 
in all probability, he himfelf vVas to aft a main 
part; as indeed it afterwards came to pafs : 
but king William III. dying on the eighth of 
March, and queen Anne fucceeding to the 
crown, things took another turn, 'and the cla-^ 
inours* which had been begun to be raifed 
•gainft Sir George, for the prefeiit ceafed ; 
and her majclly, being moll fenfible of his 
great ferviccs and true merit, w^'ls ph^afed to 
confer, befides the command of the feet, an 

addi- 
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additional honour and truft upon him, by ap* 
pointing him vice-admiral and lieutenant of 
the admiralty of England, and lieutenant of 
the fleets and Teas of this kingdom. 

Being commander in chief uith the duke of 
Ormond in the expedition againfl; Cadiz, but 
that expedition failing, on the twenty^Hrll; of 
September, the admiral, coming home with 
the whole fleet, fent the Eagle, the Sterling-^ 
caillo, and the Pembroke, with fome tranf- 
ports, to water in Lagos -bay, where they ar- 
rived on the twenty fecond. The land-officer# 
on board the Pembioke went immediately on 
ihorc, having with them Mr. Beauvoir, a 
gentleman' of Jer fey, chaplain of that Oiip ; 
who there getting certain intelligence that the 

f alleons and their convoy had put into V‘gOt 
e acquainted captain Hardy with it, who> 
without delay, imparted the news to captain 
Wifliar , who commanded the Eagle and ^ 
the fquadron : upon which information, a con« 
fultation of captains was immediately held; 
wherein it was refoKcd, that ;his intelligence 
was of that importance; that a (hip fiiouid be 
fent to acquaint Sir George Rook with it; 
gnd, as captain Hardy had the beil failor, and 
was mailer ot the intelligence, captain WiA* 
art ordered him to fail a-head to find out the 
fleet; which he happily efleded on tbefixthof 
O£iober. when he acquainted Sir G^ge 
Rook with the whole matter. 

The admiral imparted the fame immediately 
to the Dutch adixural^ declaring it his opil 

nion 
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nion that they (hoald all fet fail direfily for Vigo. 
The Detch admiral readily concurred with Sir 
George, who the next day called a council of 
flag-officers; wherein it was reiblved, That, 
as the attempting and deftroying the French and 
Spanilh fliips at Vigo would be of great ad^ 
vantage to het majelty, and no lefs honourable 
to her and her allies, and tend, in a great 
meafure, to reduce the exorbitant power of 
France, the fleet Ihould make the befl of their 
way to that port, and fall on immediately 
with the whole line, if there were room fuffi- 
cient for it; otherwife to attack the enemy 
with fuch detachments as might render the en- 
terprizemoU effisAuai and fuccelsful. 

The French admiral, to do him juftice, had 
taken all human precautions to feeme his Ihips 
and the Spanilh Hoca ; for he not only had car- 
ried them op beytnul a very narrow tti eight, 
defended by a cailie on the one fide, and plat- 
forms on botli Tides of the ftrei^ht, where he 
had planted his bell guns,, but had likewife 
laid athwart it a flrong boom, made up of 
mafts, yards, cables, top-chains, and calks, 
about twelve yards in circumference, and kept 
Heady by anchors call on both fides of it. * 
' Our brave admiral, not at all dilcouraged 
with this, fo fooii as the confederate fleet came 
to an anchor, which was on the eleventh of 
OAober, before Vtgb, as aforefaid, called a 
council of the Tea and land general officers; 
whetem coucludcd, that, fince the 

" whole 



O E 0 R G B ROOK. 167 
whole fleet cooM not attempt the enemy’s 
fliips where they lay» without apparent danMr 
of ruoninc foul one upon another, a detadi- 
mcnt of fifteen Englifli and ten Dutch men of 
war, ' with the line of battle, and all the fire. 
Ibips, fliould be fent in, with orders to'ufe 
their beft endeavours to take or deftroy the 
enemy’s fleet; that the frigates and bomb- 
veflels ihould follow the rear of the detach- 
ment, and that the great (hips fliould move 
after them, and go in, if there fliould be oc« 
cafion , that the army fliould, at the lame 
time, land and attack the fort on the fouth 
fide of Kodendella, and thence proceed on 
where they might mofl eSedtually annoy the 
enemy ; that, becaufe it was not known what 
depth of water there might be, the attempt 
fliould be made with the fmalleft (hips ; and, 
that, to give the better countenance to the fer« 
vice, all the flag-officers Ihould go in with the 
(qnadron. 

^ For the better performance of theierelblu- 
tions, the admiral, with great zeal and unwea- 
ried vigilance, fpent almoft the whole night 
in gmng from fliip to fliip, in his own boat, 
to give the neccflary direAions, and toen- 
oomage both officers and feamen tu difdiaiW 
thetrdoty, 

The next day, about ten in the mornings 
Ae duke, having landed his men, and martw- 
ing^ to attack me enemy by land, and at 
tbw platforms and forts, it wasimpofflble die 

brave 
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brave admiral could remain an idle fpefiator ; 
and therefore, as foon as the land forces were 
gM on ihore, he gave the fi|nal to weigh ; 
which was accordingly done, tne line formed, 
and the iquad**on was brilkly bearing up tlie 
boom ; but when the van was got within can- 
non ihot of the batteries, it fell calm, fo that 
they were conftrmned to come to an anchor 
again. 

However, not along time after, it blowing 
k fteih gale, vice-admiral Hopfon, in the 
Torbay, being next the enemy, cut immedi- 
ately his cables, clapt on all his iails, and, 
bearing up dire6Uy upon the boom, amid ft all 
the enemy’s fire, broke through it at once, 
and call anchor between the Bourbon and 
L’Efpcrancc, two French men of war, which 
count Chateaurenaud had placed rear the 
boom, and with unparalelled refolution re- 
ceived feveral broadlidcs from them. 

l*he reft of vice admiral Hopfon’s divilion, 
and vice-admiral Vandergoes, with his de- 
tachment, having weighed at the fame time, 
failed a bread towards the boom, to add the 
greater weight and force to the flsock; but 
being becalmed they all ftuck, ^artd, were 
"Obliged to hack and cut their wav through,., A 
f^.gale blowing again, the Dutch admiral 
made fo good ufe of it, that, having nicked 
this paffage which the brave Hoplbn had made^ 
Mdly went in and made himfelf mailer of 
the Boi^botu 


AU 
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All this wiriley vice-admiralliopfon was in 
extreme dangCT ; for, being clapped on board 
by a French fire (hip, by which his rigging 
was prefently fet on fire, he expefted every 
moment to be burned ; but it fortunately hap* 
pened that the French veflel, which was a 
merchantman laden with fnuff, and made up 
in hade into a fire-fiiip, being blown up^ the 
fnufF partly extinguiihed the nm, and preferved 
him ; however, he redived*^ confiderable da- 
mage in this memorable aftion ; f6r, befides 
the having his fore-top-maft (hot by theboard, 
one hundred and fifteen men kilted and 
drowned, and nine wounded, moft of his (afls 
were burned and fcorched, his fore* yard 
burned to a coal, and his lar*board andftrouda 
fore and aft burned at the dead eyes, infomuch 
chat he was forced afterwards to leave his own 
ihip, and hoift his dag on board the Mon* 
mouth. 

At the fame time, captain Bucknam, in the 
ABbeiation, laid his broad fide againfl a bat* 
tery of feventeen guns on the other fide of the 
harbour; fo that, for a confiderable time, 
there was a continual firing of great and ftnfaii 
(hot on both fides, till the French admiral, 
feeinjjr the platform and forts in the hands of 
the vifioriotts Engiifh, his fire*foip ^ni jii 
vmn, the Bourbon taken, the boom cut in 
pieces, and the confederate-fleet pouring in ~ 
upon him, he fet fire to his own fhip, and Or- 
dered the red of the capuins under his com* 

VOL.VIII. I mand 
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mand to fbllowr example; yet he cottM not 
be fo punAnally dbeyed but Chat feveral o^en 
of war and galleons were taken by the En- 
glifli and Dutch* 

The admiral, on the /eventeenth of Novem- 
ber, arrived fafely in the Downs, and Toon af- 
ter at London, laden with glory and the joyful 
applaufe oHhe people. 

Her majefiy having, in the mean time, 
thought fit to call a new parliament, to meet 
on the twentieth of Oflober, Sir George was, 
during his abience, chofen again a member 
for Portfmouth ; and having taken his place 
in the houfe, Mr. fpeaker, purfuant to the re- 
folation of the houfe, in rtipeA to the giving 
him their thanks for his fcrvice, delivered 
bimfelf to him in this manner : 


** Sir GaoRCE Rook, 

YOU are now returned to this houfe, 
after a moft glorious expedition , Her ma- 
jeity began her reian with a declaration, that 
her heart was truly Engliih; and Heaven 
hath made her triumph over the enemies of 
England : for this, thanks hath been returned 
in a moil folemn manner to Almighty God- 
** Jhere remains yet a debt of gratitude to 
th<^ who have been the ioftraments of fo 
wonderful a viAory, the duke of Ormond, 
" ud yOBT^lf’ had the command of the fea 

and loR-forces. 
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In forarer times, admirals and generals 
have had faccefs againU France and Spain fe* 
parately ; but this adion at Vigo hath been a 
viAory over them confederated together : you 
have not only fpoiled the enemy, but enriched 
your own country: common vi£lories bring 
terror to the conquered ; but you brought de* 
(Irudtion upon them, and additional roeimth 
to England. France hath endeavoured to (up- 
port its ambition by the riches of India; your 
fuccefs. Sir, hath only left them the burden 
of Spain, and (Iript them of the affiftance of 
it : the wealth of Spain, and (hips of France^ 
are, by this victory, brought over toour jufter 
caufc. This is an a^ion fo glorious in the 
performance, and fo extenfive in its confer 
quence, that, as all times will preferve the 
memory of it, fn every day will inform us of 
the benefit. 

<< No doubt. Sir, but in France you are 
written; .n remarkable charadters, in tneblilcie 
lift of who have taken French gold ; and 
it is juftice done to the duke of Ormond and 
your merir, that you (hould ftand recorded in 
the regifters of this houfe, as the (ble illftro- 
ment of this glorious vii^lory. Therefore this 
hottfe came to the following refolutien : 

Reiblved, nemine contradicente. That 
the thanks of this hou(e be given ro the duke 
of Ormond, and Sir George Rook, for the 
great and fignai fervice performed by die na- 
tion at (ea and land , which thanks I now re- 
turn you,’’ 

I 2 To 
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To which Sir Geoi^e Rook anfwered an the 
following terms: 


Mr, Speaker, 

** I am now under ^reat difficulty how to 
cxprefs myfelf upon this very occafion. I 
think myfelf very happy, that^ in zeal and 
duty to your fervice, it hath been my good 
fortune to be the infirument of that which 
may delerve your notice, and much more the 
leturn of your thanks, i am extremely fenfi- 
Ue of this great honour, and ihall take all 
the care I can to preferve it to the grave, 
smd to convey it to my poAerity without fpot 
and blemifh, by a conAant aAedion and zea- 
lous perfeverance in the queen’s and your fer- 
vice. Sir, no man hath the command of for- 
'tune, but every man hath virtue at his will ; 
and, though I may not always be fuccelsful in 
your fervice, as upon this expedition, yet 1 
may prefume to aA'urc you, 1 (hall never be the 
more faulty. 

^ 1 muA repeat my inability to exprefa 
myfelf upon this occafion; but, as 1 have a 
due fenfe of the honour this houfe hath been 
pleaM to do me, 1 Oiall always retain a due 
aud grateful memory of it ; and, though my 
doty and allegiance are ftrong obligations 
upon me to do the beA in the (ervice of my 
country, yet 1 Audi always uke this to be a 
particular tie upon me to do right and joAice 
CO your fervice upon all occafions,** 
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On ihc thirteenth of November, Sir George 
wa 3 fworn of her majefly's moft honourable 
privy. council. Sir George was very little 
at Tea in 1703 ; be ^ent out with a fquadron 
of men of war in the beginning of the Aim* 
mer ; and having cruifed in the mean time oiF 
Belle- ifle, he put the country into an unipeak- 
able conilernation ; and, after having taken 
many piizes coining home from the Weft* In- 
dies, returned to St. liclens, that the grand 
fleet, under the command of Sir Cloudefly 
Shovel, might be the fooncr ready to fail for 
the Streights, where they didtiothing memo- 
rable ; fo that Sir George was again appointed 
to command the fleet that was to carry the 
new king of Spain over to Portugal, then in 
alliance with U5, 

They encountered a moft terrible ftorm in 
the beginning of the ytar, and were put back 
into the Channel ; however, they failed again 
onihe twelfth of February, and, by the twen- 
ty fifth, gained the rock of Lifbon. The ad- 
miral, on board of whom the king of Spain 
was, in the Roy^ Catharine, faued op the 
river, being faluted by all the forts and caftles 
with a triple difebarge of the cannon, ftriking 
their flags three feveral times before the fort« 
The fleet anchored below Belem, a league fbort 
of the king’s palace*^ 

All things, by tl^ twenty-fev^nth, being 
ready for the lung of Spain’s reception on 
ihore, his majefty, on board the Royal Ca« 
^13 charine 
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thaiiiie, Vfixh the reft of the men of war, 
came op the river, and anckored over againft 
the royal palace, the cailles on both fides the 
river continually firing. Between four and five 
in the afternoon, the king of Portugal, ac- 
companied by the two princes, his eldeft fons, 
with feveral perfons of the firft quality, em- 
barked on a very noble brigantine, row^ by 
forty men clad in crimfon velvet, laced with 
filver, attended by the rcil of the nobility, in 
bargee and feluccas, and went on board the 
Royal Catharine. 

When his majefiy came by the fitip’s fide be 
ilruck Kis flagt and when he came into the 
Ihip, Sir George Rook (Iruck his flag, and let 
By his Areamer, and faluted him with twenty- 
five guns, which was taken by the whole fleer, 
and anfwered from on fhore. His catholic 
'majcAy received the king of Portugal at the 
ladder head, which, upon this occafion, was 
made very commodious, and waited on him 
to his cabbin, giving him the right hand 
whilA he was in the (hip. After a Ihort ftay 
there, the two kings weaf into the brig^ilrL 
tine. 

When they put off, both (hips hoifled their 
flags which hid remained flrock while the 
king. of Portugal was on board the adtUTral, 
and Sir George gave twQ falutesbf twenty«flve 
guns each, which wcrl followed by the reft of 
the Beet, 
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The king of Sjpain had the right band on 
board the brigantine* and both kings landed 
under a triumphal arch* which was created nt 
the 'head of a very magniheent bridge built 
for this purpoie* and adorned with feveral 
triumphal arches which, from the palace-gate, 
run a good way into the river. At their land- 
ing, the king of Portugal, (riving the king of 
Spain the right, took him t)y the hand and 
led him out of the brigantine upon the flairs, 
and along the bridge to the palace ; the no- 
bility, and the red of the retinue, marching in 
a great deal of order; and thus they proceeded 
to the royal chappel, where Tc Dcum* waa 
fung for his catholic tnajelly’s fafe arrival. 
Thence the king co.iduitcd him to his bed- 
chamber, and there took his leave of his ca- 
tholic itiajefly ; but returned foon after, ac- 
companied by the two princes; and their ma- 
jellies fupped together in public* 

Bnt, not to digrefs too far, Sir George 
Rook, on the twenty eighth, font rear-admiral 
■Dilkes on ihore to compliment the king of 
Portugal, to whom he was introduced by Mr, 
Methuen, her xnajedy’s envoy-extraordinary, 
and was very kindly received ; and, on the 
£rd of March, Sir George, and the red of 
the officers of the fleet, introduced by.che £n- 
gli(h envoy, waited -upon ihe king of Portu- 
gal, who received them with great expreflidnt 
of kindnefs. 


I 4 


The 
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The next day, vice-admiral Lake» with a 
fquadron of men of war and traDl^ts> hav- 
ing on board the remainder of ^ £ogl^ and 
Dutch auxiliaries went np the river of LiSion; 
fo that all the (hips did fafely arrive there» 
not one (hip, either of this fquadroa or the 
grand fleet having mifearried. 

His catholic, majefty was fo well fatisfied 
with Sir Georg’s excellent condudl and de- 
portmentf that ne prefented him withafword, 
the hilt of which was (ct with diamonds, a 
buckle £of a hat-band, and a hook to cock up 
a bat, fet with diamonds. 

On the eleventh of May, the admiral failed 
out of the river of Liibon with the Beet under 
bis command ; and the prince of HeflTe Darm- 
ftadt, with a body of land- troops, on board. 
They made the befi of their way into the Me- 
dicerraneao^ and, on the eighteenth, appeared 
before Barcelona. 

They had very well concerted their mea- 
furei, nothing hut the difeov ery of a deiign to 
give up the place to them a few hours before 
the landiog of the troops, could have hindered 
them from being mafteis of that important 
city ; fo that the/orces, to the number of two 
t''.ourand five hundred men, returned on board 
again ; to favour wh^ch, the admiral threw a 
few bombs into the place, havingxitherwife no 
defig n to injure it. 

^rhe admiral, about the beginning of June, 
put into the bay of Ahhca ; to whom, on the 

kvench 
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Tcirenth of Jme at nightt tbeccmtry inhabit- 
antSf giving an accoQQt that th^e was a report 
that foxne horfe, andjonr hundred foot, were 
ready to fall upon our people aiid" boats at the 
watcring pUce, it was immediately ordered 
to land a compleat number of marine-ibldiers 
to fupport them. 

According y, on the eighth, in the morn- 
ing, count Nugent, an officer under the prince 
of rieffe, brought an account to the admiral^ 
having defVred leave of him the night before 
to go on fhor^, as a volunteer, with the fore- 
faid marines ; and to whom Sir George had 
given diredion^ he knowing the ianguige, 
to take order, with the advice of the country 
people, for the covering of our men at the 
watering-place. 

His lordfbip had the opportunity, with the 
confenc of the captain that commanded, to^ 
fend a ferjeant witn ten men to fright the go» 
vernor out of a (Irong tower Handing near the 
fea-fide, whereon was mounted one large brais 
gun, which there was no coming at without a 
ladder. The governor was the ion of biin 
that commanded the cattle of the towii ; and 
the lord Nngeni thinking, by this means, to 
vender himfelf matter of the fortiaid cattle by 
this fame ttraugem, brought his fon .befoic 
the gates, and urging the father witli ttich 
threatnings, as are nfual on fuch occafions, to 
furre'nder, his lordfhip^s ftratagem accordingly 
iiiccecded ; or otherwife this cattle, being very 
I 5 Itrong, 
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ilfongi it would have taken up a great deal 
more time than the tarr/ing of one night to 
take it, and that uithout guns; fo that his 
gates would not have been fo eafily opened : 
therefore, at laft, the governor, hoping to 
fdve his honour, promifed to furrender ; but 
wiihal defired, that the troops fhould fire a 
volley of fmall (liot, and that he would fire 
his guns, and lo march out with h?b arms, 
and deliver up the raille; which was agreed 
to and po*‘tormcd whereupon Sii George 
commanded th. t the cafile Ihould be blown 
up% 

On the ninth, the fleet pafled Cape Palas, 
and fo coming through ^ Streights of Lagos 
Bay, Sir Cloudefly Shovel joined them on the 
fixteenth with the re-inforcement f om Kng- 
^ land, f'oniii^ii.g of thirty- three flnps of the 
line of battle. 

On the fctcntceuh, the adminl called a 
counci] of war; and, by uhat could be under* 
flood, Si George’s new orders being to aft 
in every undertaking in cor lormity with the 
miniftry of the kings of Spam and Portugal, 
it was rofolved to pafs up the btreights again, 
and theie ^xpeft vhat refolutions would be 
mken by the n o kin^^ and to fend away 
immediately expreu by Iiagos, to give 
them an account of the determination of the 
council of war ; and how tliat, without a 
competent number of troopw, to be put on 
' board the fleet, no enterpnze could be per- 
formed 
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formed with Axcceis on fhore, ^e marlines be* 
ing part of the ihip’s compbmciity and could 
not be fparcd in that junflure, when the 
French fleet were hourly exposed on them. 
However, thtir appealing again in the Streights 
would conunce the French, that they were 
miilaken in their opinion of being matters of 
the ieab ; and w^ould alfo encourage all thofp 
that were well inclined to the common caufe. 

Tfv, flinu- day they continued to ftand off 
and on from lhu,e* Lctvvixt Lagos and Cape 
St. Tvlary’i ; and, on tht‘ eighteenth, two ftdps 
were font to L.;g i with that exprefs, with 
orders to lluy tlicr , ai:d biing orders baok to 
Sir George at the j'ppointcd rendezvous near 
Tetuim ; r.nd (our otnci (hips werr* ordered to 
go to lh«* u Oi ’iVr, ’« . , totor^voy home 
the fhj iOpueL <t:tfrou 'JL The Graf- 
ton and Kipgd(;*i v\cu- alfo o dered for Tangier 
and ro join the fleet us i hey pafled by. 

The fleet iiiec ting with contrary winds, and 
having got, at lall, by the feventeenth ofjuly. 
about feven Ira^rue*^ to the callv^ d of Tetuan, 
a council of v.ar was held on board the Royal 
Catharine, wherein it was refldved to make a 
fudden atttempt upon Gibraitar. The fleet 
got into the Hay by the twenty- firft, and tbc 
Englitti and Dutch murines, to the number bf 
one thoufand eight hundred, were •put dn 
fliore, with the prince of Ucfll* at the head of 
them, on the iveck of laud to the northward of 
the town , at. ' the admiral, the next mom- 
1 6 bg. 
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that the (hips which he had 
appt&C^d toWaOiOnade the placc» under the 
CGpikiand of rear-admiral Byng* and rear-adi- 
<emral Vanderdufen* as alfo tho^ which were to 


batter the footh mole-head, commanded by 
captain H'cks in the Yarmouth, fliould range 
themfelves accordingly ; but the wind blowing 
i^ontrary, they could not poflihly get to their 
Rations dll the day was fpent. 

In the mean while, to amufe the enemy, 
the admiral Tent captain Whitaker in with 
Ibme boats, who burned a French privateer of 
^twelve guns at the old mole; but the (hips 
all placed, on the twenty-third, foon 
^mS^day-break, the admiral gave the (ignal 
J^c^inning of the cannonade; which 
»«^;peH^n^ed with great fury, about fifteen 
^iMftfand fliot being made in five or fix hours 
^ town ; infomuch that the enemy 
ware fion beat from their guns, efpecially at 
the (both mole head; whereupon the admiral, 
aonfidering chat, by gaining that fortification, 
rfiey Ihould of confequence reduce the town, 
ba ordered captain Whitaker, with all the 
^boats l^med, to endeavour to pofrefshiinfelf of 
n i; ymA he performed with great expedition : 
tet captain Hicks and capuin Jumper, wlio 
next the mole, had puftied on (hore with 
ihimypinnaces apd fome other boats before the 
IglpRiild come^ap* The enemy thereupon 
iplr^iig a ndae that blew op the foriificadons 
op the mole, killed two lieutenants and about 

forty 
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forty men, and wounded abojjji fixty : jieM^ 
eVer our brave feamen kept p(]lfleffioi> of tbo 
phtfoiniy which they had made themlelvoi 
mafters of ; and c^tain Whitaker landiajj 
with the reft of the (eainen which the admiral 
ordered for this fervice, they advanced 
and took a redoubt half way between the mole 
and the towuy and poflefled themfelves of inaoy 
of the enemy’s cannon. 

The admiral hereupon fent a letter to tie 

S veriior, and at the fame time a mei&ge to 
? prince of HelTe, to fend him a peremptory 
fummons ; upon which the town capitulated 
and furrendered on the twenty-fourth, and the 
garrifon were allowed to march out with thetr 
arms and baggage, and three pieces of brafs 
cannon. The inhabitants were to have the 
fame privlledgcs a^ in the reign of 
Charles II. but all the hrcnch and fubjeds pf 
France, were excluded fiom any part of the 
capitulation. 

It is agreed on all hands, that thrtown vdit 
extremely ftrong, and had an hundred gana 
mounted, all facing the fca and the two narrow 
paiTages to the land ; and was well fupplied 
with ammunition ; and no body but our brayc 
fea men, under the prudent direction of fiidk 
an admiral, could have maftered it, fince fifly 
men might have defended thofe worki agait^ 
thoufands. 

It is to Sir George Rook and his Tnion% 
that we are beholden for our firft footiifg in 

Spau^ 
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Spsiifly and fcM' laying the foundation of our 
filbfeqaent advantages in that kingdom, let 
the malite of invidious and unreafonable men 
Ibggeil what it will to the contrary. ^ 
We will now come to the particulars of the 
terrible iea-iight that happened about a month 
after this elonous conqueft^ between Sir George 
and the admiral ofFrance, about twelve leagues 
oiF of Malaga* 

'On the ninth of Auguft, the admiral, re- 
turning from watering me fleet on the. coaft of 
Barbary, to Gibraltar, with little wind eaft- 
erly, his fcoius to the windward made the iig- 
nals of feeing tne enemy’s fleet ; which, ac- 
cording to the account they gave, confifted of 
fixty-nx fall, and were about ten leagues to the 
windward of him, A council of fliig-ofiicers 
was called, wherein it was determined to lay 
to the eaftward of Gibraltar to receive and en- 
gage them ; but perceiving that night, by the 
report of their iignal-guns, that they wrought 
' from him, he followed them in i^e morning 
' with all the fail he could make. 

' On the eleventh, he forced one of the ene- 
®iy*s ihips a-fhore near Fuengorolo. The crew 
.quitted her, fet her on fire, and (he blew up 
immediately. He continued purfuing 
them and, on the tWelfthi not hearing any 
of their guns at night, nor feeing any of their 
Icouts in. the mornmg, the admiral had a jea- 
lipfy they might make a double, and, by the 
help of their gallics, (lip between him and the 
. fliore 
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fliore to the weftward; fa that he called a 
council of war ; wherein it was reiblvcd^ 
That, in cafe he did not fee the enemy befo^ 
night, they flioald make the beft of their way 
to Gibraltar : burftanding into the ihore about 
noon, they difcovered the enemy’s fleet and 
gallies to the wellward, near Cape Malaga, 
going away large. He immediately made all 
the fail he could after them, and continued the 
chace all night. 

On Sunday, the thirteenth, in the morn-* 
ing, he was within three leagues of the ene- 
my, who brought to with their heads to this 
fouthward, the wind being eaiterly, formed 
their line, and lay to receive him. TTieir 
line coniifled of fifty-two fhips, and twenty- 
four gallies ; they were very ftrong in the cen- 
tre, and weaker in the van and rear ; to fup- 
ply which, mod of their gallies were divided 
into thofe quarters In the ceptre was Mon- 
fieur de Thouloufe with the white fquadron ; 
in the vtt, the white and blu^ ; and in tlm 
rear the blue : each admiral had his vice and 
rear-admiral. 

Our line confided of fifty-three fhips, the 
admirals Bvng’s and Dilk’s being in the cen- 
tre ; Sir Cloudefly Shovel and Sir John 
led the van, and the Dutch the rear. .The ad- 
miral ordered the Swallow and Panther, with 
the Lark and Newport, and two fire> fhips, to 
lie to the windward of them, that^ iif cafe the 
enemy’s van fhould pufh through ourjines with 

thdr 
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theif gailies and fireSiips, they. might give 
diverfion. . 

Ti^y bore down upon the enemy in 
c^hatdc* a little after ten o’clock, when, l>er 
ing about half gun- (hot from them, thcy-fet 
^ their iails at once, and feemed to intend to 
ftretch a-head and weather them; fb that the 
admiral, after hring a chace-gunat the French 
admiral to Aay for him, of wh.ch he took no 
notice, put the fignai out, and began the bat- 
tle, which fell vciy heavy on the Royal Ca- 
tharine, the St. George, and the Shrewf- 
bury. 

About two in the afternoon, the enemy’a 
'tan gave way to our’s, and the battle ended 
with the day, when the enemy went away, by 
the help of their gallies, to the leeward. In 
t^e night, the wind fiiifted to the northward, 
and in the morning to the weAward ; which 
gave the enemy the wind of us. They lay by 
all day within three leagues of one another, 
repairing their defeds ; and at night they filed 
and Hood to the northward. ^ 

On the fifteen til, in the morning, the ene- 
jay was got four or five leagues to the wind- 
ward of our fleet ; but a Utile before noon we 
had a breeze of wind eafterl^ with which the 
admiral^ bore down on them till foiir o’clock in 
the afternoon ; but being too late to engage# 
they brought to, and lay with their heads to 
t^ northward all night. 

:<.Qn the fixteenth, in the morning, the wind 
fidl caftcrly, hazy weather# and having 
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no fight of the enemy or their fcouC8» they 
filed and bore away to the weftward^ iuppofing 
they would have gone away for Cadiz ; 
being adviftd from Gibraltar, and the coaft of 
Barbary, that they did not pafs the Streiahttf 
our admiral concluded they had been to ie« 
verely treated, as to oblige them to return to 
Thoulon, 

The admiral faid, he muft do the officers 
the juftice to fay. That every man in the line 
did his duty, without the lead umbrage for 
cenfure or refledtion ; and that he never ob- 
ferved the true Engtilh fpirit fo apparent aud 
prevalent in our Teamen as on thisoccafion. 

This battle was fo much the more glorious 
to her majelly’s arms, becaule the enemy had 
a fuperiority of fix hundred great guns, land 
like wife the advantage of cleaner fhips, being 
lately come out of port ; not to mention the 
great ufe of their gallics in towing on or off 
their great ihips and in fupplying them with 
frefii men as often as they had any killed or 
difabled. But all thefe diiadvantages were fujr^ 
mounted by the prudence and good conduAof 
the admiral, his officers, and the undaunted 
courage of our fea^men. 

Ol the Euglilh, there were one thoufan^f 
fix hundred, and thirty-two wounded ; and 
6x hundred and eighty-feven fiiain ; * befidcs 
tbiity-one officers wouhded, and eight flain ; 
in ail, killed and wounded, two thoufand» 
chice hundred, and fifty-eight. The chief eff* 
ficers killed were Sir Andrew Lalte aud captaiu 
Cow. This 
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This done, and the admiral having left two 
thoofand Engtifh marinca in Gibraltar, with a 
fofilcient <]aantity of ftorea and provifiona, and 
forty-eight guns, befides one hundred that were 
in the town before, and the feafon of the year 
being far advanced, he returned home with 
the great (hips, and was very favourably re- 
ceived by her majefty, and his royal highnefs 
the lord-hfgh-admiral ; and the queen was con- 
gratulated by the houfo of commons upon the 
victory obtained by her fleet under the com- 
mand, and by the courage andcondudl, of Sir 
George Rook 

But, notwithftanding all this, there were 
fonnd to be Tome people fo wicked, partial, 
and malevolent, that nothing bad enough 
CDidd be faid by them of the admirars condud 
and enterprizes. Some of thole pretend an 
high efleem and value for Sir CJpudefly Shovel 
if therefore they are willing to take his 
word for Sir George, he fays, The engage- 
ment was very (harp, and he thought the like 
betwreen two ’ fleets had never been at anjr 
time ; that a great many of the fhips had fut- 
fered much, but none more than Sir George 
I^Rook and captain Jennings in the St. George. 
And as for the Dutch, who were nevor back- 
ward to complain, if they thought any of our 
admirals tardy in their duly, admiral Calem- 
burg, upon this occaiion, wrote to the dates. 
That, in a council of war, called by Sir 
George the day after the fight, it appeared, 
drat admiral Rook, with the centre, had b en 

engaged 
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engaged m m very Sutrp iight ; and that hier 
majefly’s fliips of the }aid admiral’s divificm 
had likewife fpent the greateft part of their 
powder and fiiot ; fo that they hra not above 
ten rounds left, which .would not ferve above 
an hour’s fight. 

The reverend Dr^ Stanhope, in his thankf- 
giving- ferxnon before her majefty at St. Paul’s- 
on the twenty- fcvcnth of June, 1706, very 
juiUy fays of the taking of Gibraltar, and of 
this fea- fight. That we were ibon intruded in 
the mighty concernment of the firft, by the fea* 
fonable rcfrefliments our fleets found there, 
after a battle fought, on our fide, with great 
inequality of force, but with what refolution 
and fuccefs, we need no other evidences thap 
the difability of making any formidable figure 
' at fea, which the French have manifeftly lain 
under ever fince. 

The Whigs, who bad now entirely engroflhd 
the management of' affairs, were extremely 
alarmed ; and they took fo much pains to hin- 
der Sir George from receiving the compliments 
ufual upon (uch fuccefles, that it became vifi- . 
ble he muA either give way, or a change very 
(peedily haopen in the adminiftration. There- 
foie, that ttie affairs of the nation might not 
receive any obftruAion or difturbag^e upon 
his account, he refolved to retfre from puUtO, 
bufinefs ; and pafled the remainder of his days 
as a private gentlemen, ami for the mod part, 
at bis feat in Kent. A private fcal was offeredi 

hm 
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hiiflfbr paffingf hUaccoontii; but he refuftd it, 
and made thbia op in the ordinary way, with 
all the exadnefs imaginable. 

The gout, which had, for many years, 
greatly afitidied him, brought him at laft to his 
grave. He died, on the twenty-fourth day of 
fanuary* 1708-9, in the fifty- eighth year of 
his age. 

He was thrice married ; firft, to a daughter 
of Sir Thomas Howe, of Cold-Berwick, in 
Wikfhire, baronet; next, to a daughter of 
colonel Francis Lutterel), of Dunller caAle, in 
^ Somerfetfhire, who died in child bed of her 
firil child, George Rook, efq. the foie heir of 
his father’s fortune ; ladly, to a daughter of 
Sir Knatchbuil, of Merfham Hatch, in 
Kent, baronet 

Sir George’s zeal for the church, and his 
adherence to that fort of men who, in his 
dme, were known by that ever mutuable and 
varying name of Tories, made him the darling 
of one party, and expofed him no lefs to the 
tverfion of the other. This is the caufe that 
an hiilorian finds it difficult to obtain his true 
charadter from the writings of thofe who flou* 
riflied in the fame periods of time. The inge«- 
nious and impartial Dr. Campbell, iu lija^ 
Lives of the Admirals, infinitely the bed 
ml hiitory extant, has drawn fo maderljl^lbd 
jfuft a dtaradter of him, that we cannoilKhore 
properly conclude whis life than with a tran<- 
fcciptof it. 

« He 



GEORGE ROOK. ti§ 
** He was certainly an officer of great me# 
rit« if either conduft or courage'^coold enti^ 
him to that ohara^er. The former l^spearc^* 
in his behaviour on the Iriih ftatson, in hiif 
wife and prudent management when he pre# 
ferved fo gieat a pitt of the Smyrna fleet, and 
particularly in the taking of Gibraltar, which 
was a projeA conceived and executed in lefi 
than a week. Of hib courage he gave abun- 
dant teflimonies, efpedally in burning the 
French ihips at La Hogue, and’in the rattle 
of Malaga, where he rahaved with all the re- 
folution of a BntiQi admiral ; and, as he was 
firll in command, was firft alfo in danger. In 
party-matters he was perhaps too warm and 
eager ; for all men have their failings, even 
the greateH and beft ; but in adion he was 
perfedly cool and temperate ; gave bis orders 
with the utmoft ferenity ; and, as he was caie- 
ful in marking the condufl of his officers, to 
his candour and judice were always conipicu- 
ous in the accounts he gave of them to his fu- 
periors ; he there knew no party, no private 
coniiderations, bet commended merit when 
ever it appeared. He had a fortitude of mind 
that enabled him to behave with dignity upon 
all occadons, in the day of examination as welt 
as in the day of battle ; and, thoug^he wes 
more than once called to the bar oftra honle' 
of commons, yet he always efcaped cenfarei 
as he likewife did before ithe lords ^ not bjr 
Ufting the fault upon othfcrs, or meanly com* 
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plying willi the temper of the tunes ; but by 
Hemlily what he thonght right* 
ailM fpewuig his (enttments with that freedom 
becomes an EngUihmaD, whenever his 
* Conda^t in his country^ iervioe is brought in 
^ueftJon. In a word, he was equally fuperior 
to popular clamour and popular applauie; but* 
above dl, he had a noble contempt for foreign 
interefts when incompatible with our own ; and 
knew not what it was to feek the favour of the 


great but by performing fuch adtioiis as de- 
lerved it. In his piivate hh!* he was a good 
hulband and kind mailer ; lived hofpitably to- 
wards his neighbours, and left behind him a 
moderate fortune; fo moderate, that, when 
he came to make his will, it furpnfed thofe 


who were prefent; but Sir George aflignid 
the realbn in a few words. * I do nor leave 


much,’ faid he, * but what 1 leave was ho- 
neiliy gotten ; it never coil a failor a tear, or 
the nation a farthmg/’ 
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